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Subsurface Sewage Treatment System 
tank installation fee 
When did this become a requirement and what is the law citation? 
The Minnesota Legislature adopted Minn. Stat. § 115.551 in 2003, which requires a Subsurface Sewage 
Treatment System (SSTS) installer to pay a $25 fee for each septic system tank installed. Amendments to the 
law in 2014 require installers to submit a form by January 30 each year to show the number of tanks installed 
the previous year in each jurisdiction. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) then must send the 
SSTS installer an invoice before the SSTS installer may submit payment to the MPCA for tank fees. 

What is a septic system tank? 
The law defines a tank as “… any covered receptacle designed, constructed, and installed as part of an individual 
sewage treatment system.” This includes septic tanks, dosing chambers, holding tanks, aerobic tanks, and tanks 
for sand/peat/textile filters. Combination septic tanks/dosing chambers existing as a single tank is considered 
one tank. 

What if a septic system has more than one tank? 
A system that has more than one tank will be charged for each tank; for example, a system with two tanks 
would be charged $50, etc. 

One exception to this fee are tanks used as pretreatment components (Type IV systems); in these cases the total 
tank fee for the Type IV system is $25. 

Are tanks installed as part of a cluster septic system subject to the fee? 
Yes. The tanks installed as part of a cluster septic system are subject to the fee. 

Why not require tank manufacturers to pay this fee? 
Tank manufacturers are not registered with the state and some are not Minnesota companies. It would have 
been difficult for the state to identify all manufacturers and establish the business relationships needed to 
effectively collect the fee. Installers, however, already have a business relationship with the MPCA through the 
licensing program. MPCA has the names and addresses of all installers in the state through this program and can 
readily notify them about new requirements. 

Can installers charge the fee to the septic system owners? 
The law does not prohibit installers from charging septic system owners the fee. 
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What is the new process? 
As a result of the legislative update in 2014, there is a new process. This new process includes the following 
steps:  

1. November:  SSTS installers will receive the SSTS septic tank installation record/submission form. 
Installers should check with local governmental units (LGUs) to verify the number of tanks installed. 

2. January: SSTS installers must complete the entire SSTS septic tank installation record/submission form 
and submit it to the MPCA by January 30. Do not include payment with the SSTS septic tank installation 
record/submission form. Failure to submit the form may result in license suspension. 

3. April:  SSTS installers who report installing one or more septic system tanks will receive an invoice from 
the MPCA for payment. This invoice must be paid within 30 days of receipt. Payment submittals should 
include the invoice and the payment. Payments may be made online. Directions for online payment will 
be found on the invoice. Failure to submit payment may result in license suspension. 

What if I did not install any tanks? 
SSTS installers who did not install any tanks the current calendar year should report zero on the SSTS septic tank 
installation record/submission form. SSTS installers who no longer own a licensed business should contact the 
MPCA. 

How will the MPCA verify submittal and payment for all installed septic 
system tanks? 
All licensed SSTS installers are required per Minn. Stat. § 155.551 to report the number of septic system tanks 
installed within the calendar year. Even if a SSTS installer did not install a tank within the calendar year they still 
must report zero to the MPCA. Failure to submit a timely SSTS septic tank installation record/submission form 
may result in license suspension. 

In addition, the MPCA requires LGU’s to report annually the number of tanks installed by each installer in their 
jurisdiction for that year. The MPCA will compare the number of septic system tanks reported by the SSTS 
installer to the number of septic system tanks reported by the LGU. If the numbers are not consistent, the MPCA 
will address the discrepancies appropriately. LGUs must include the correct business license number (not the 
individual’s certification number) as part of the “tanks installed” information in the MPCA annual report. LGUs 
should report unlicensed work to the MPCA immediately. 

What happens when a system is permitted in one year but not installed 
until the following year? 
The law refers to “tanks installed”, not “tanks permitted”. The fee should be paid for the year the tanks were 
installed. 

How will the MPCA use the funds that are provided by this fee? 
The law directs the MPCA to increase staff and activity in the areas of new technology review, technical 
assistance for local governments, training individual sewage treatment system professionals, program planning, 
and enforcement for the SSTS program. This results in a more effective licensing program, allows MPCA to work 
more closely with SSTS professionals statewide, and allows MPCA to keep the code updated as new advances in 
wastewater treatment are made. 

For more information 
Contact the MPCA at 651-296-6300 or 1-800-657-3864. 


