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Introduction 
In an effort to further protect Minnesota’s 
ground water quality and public health, 
changes were made (2008) to Minn. R. ch. 
7080 to ensure that septic tanks installed in 
our state are being designed and 
constructed properly. Specifically, there are 
new additional requirements for tanks to 
verify that they have adequate structural 
integrity, and that they are constructed to 
be watertight.  

The tank is a watertight vessel that 
provides settling of solids, solidification of 
oils and scum, and allows the effluent to 
discharge to a succeeding tank, treatment 
device, or soil dispersal system. If a tank is 
not watertight it can be considered a direct 
sewage discharge to the ground water, 
which can negatively impact the 
environment and human health. 

When will this change take 
effect? 
Only tanks that are registered with the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) may be used after February 4, 
2011. Tank manufacturers must submit the 
required data and verifications to be placed 
on the list. The list will be posted when 
tank information is received and reviewed. 
By 2011, a substantial list will be ready for 
reference.  

How are septic tanks verified?  
In order to aid cities, counties, designers, 
installers, etc., the MPCA will maintain a 

list of precast tanks that have been 
documented to our staff to adequately meet 
the Minn. R. 7080.2010 requirements. As 
manufacturers apply to be included on this 
list, they will also have the option to 
provide their own Web site link to give 
additional information on these tanks to 
interested parties.  

The goal of having this list is to save 
counties and other local units of 
government time by not having to complete 
the tank verification process on their own. 
It should also save manufacturers time by 
not requiring them to provide multiple 
verifications to public and private 
individuals.  

Where is the list? 
It will be located at the MPCA Web site:   
www.pca.state.mn.us. Basic information 
about the tanks, such as model number, 
manufacturer, liquid capacity, etc. will also 
be available on the site. 

What information needs to be 
submitted to be on the list?   
The information required is specified in 
Minn. R. 7080.2010 Tank Assessment.  

Specifically, the structural integrity must 
be verified by calculation, proof testing, or 
a licensed professional engineer to 
determine the horizontal and vertical loads 
when empty. A concise certification 
statement must be submitted with this 
assessment, which certifies that the tank 
meets the strength requirements as  
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specified in Minn. R. 7080.1910. In addition, a 
certification that watertight testing has been completed 
also needs to be submitted upon the initial tank listing.  

Since this assessment is required on an annual basis, this 
information will need to be submitted by December 31 
of each year, for the tank to remain on the 
updated/current list. Any changes in the design of a 
precast tank model will need to be re-verified. 

Is the list updated?   
Once a tank has been verified by MPCA staff that it 
meets the requirements of  Minn. R. 7080.2010, it will 
be placed on the list.  

As Minn. R. 7080.2010 requires that watertight testing 
be done on at least one tank per model per year, the list 
will be updated annually. Tank producers will need to 
submit updated testing results to remain on the current 
list.  

More information 
For more information on the tank assessment process, 
please contact the MPCA at 651-296-6300 or  
800-657-3864. 
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