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December 19, 2023 
 
Commissioner Katrina Kessler 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road North 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Dear Commissioner Kessler: 
 
I am writing in response to your letter dated December 8, 2023.   
 
Smith Foundry Company Inc. (Smith Foundry) appreciates your recognition of our cooperation 
and commitment to East Phillips residents.  As you know, we are new to the neighborhood, having 
acquired the facility just a year ago in December 2022, but in this short period we have worked 
diligently to establish relationships in the community, respond to any neighborhood concerns 
(including by sharing information and attending community meetings), and improve the company 
and its operations.   
 
Most importantly, we have made significant investments in our building, equipment, and processes 
to ensure the foundry is operating safely and rectify the neglect left by the previous owner.   For 
example, we have replaced a portion of the roof, sealed holes and gaps on machines, tanks, ducts, 
and hoses, secured windows and doors, and repainted the building.  We have also installed new 
end covers and skirts for ducts and equipment, curtains on doorways, and canvas tarps on 
machines, cleaned ducts, floors, walls, and ceilings, and repaired hoods and broken air lines to 
machines.  In addition, we have hired a new maintenance manager, provided regular training on 
dust collector inspection and maintenance for all staff, regularly changed filters, and completed 
weekly preventative maintenance on the equipment.  All of these efforts are designed to improve 
the operations and environmental compliance measures at our facility.  
 
Smith Foundry will continue to provide information to the Minesota Pollution Control Agency 
(MPCA) and the community to build trust and demonstrate that the foundry operates in compliance 
with its permit and the applicable rules and regulations.  To that end, we would like to explore 
forming a committee comprised of members of the community, the MPCA and Smith Foundry to 
help facilitate a transparent and productive approach to engaging the community in the air 
permitting process.  We look forward to discussing this idea with the MPCA and the community.   
 
We also agree to provide an air emissions testing, monitoring, and reporting plan (EMP).  This 
letter serves as Smith Foundry’s response and proposed timeline to develop an EMP, as requested 
by MPCA.  We have already initiated conversations with engineering and source testing firms with 
extensive experience with air quality testing and monitoring to help us prepare the EMP.  We plan 
to select a firm by the end of the month or early January.  Starting in January 2024, we will provide 
updates to MPCA at the end of each month regarding our progress in preparing the EMP.  And we 
will meet your timeline by submitting the EMP by mid-April 2024. 
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With respect to MPCA’s requests related to lead, we would like to note that, for unknown reasons, 
the previous owner of our facility appears to have used the maximum allowable lead emissions 
under EPA guidelines for reporting his company’s lead emissions.  We strongly believe that these 
reported emissions are not reflective of the actual emissions from Smith Foundry.  In fact, in 
November 2023, Smith Foundry submitted a sample of the two raw materials used at the foundry—
pig iron ingots and steel clips—as well as a casting that was produced at the foundry from those 
materials, to Element Materials Testing to confirm that the raw materials and the casting do not 
contain any detectable amount of lead.  Enclosed with this letter are the results from those tests.  
In our 2023 air emission inventory (to be filed in 2024), we will discontinue the previous owner’s 
approach to reporting lead emissions; instead, the lead emissions data will reflect the foundry’s 
actual lead emissions, as determined through the stack testing that took place at the foundry earlier 
this month. 

In addition to the raw materials and casting testing, the results of the stack testing that Smith 
Foundry conducted earlier this month will provide further evidence that lead emissions are not an 
issue.   Smith Foundry agrees to share with MPCA the results of the stack testing when we provide 
the results to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Finally, I confirm we are assessing the workplace conditions at Smith Foundry and discussing the 
same with the local Teamsters.  Also, as you may be aware, Minnesota OSHA recently visited the 
facility and we look forward to hearing from them and addressing any of their concerns.  Safety is 
a top priority at Smith Foundry and we are committed to ensuring the well-being of our employees. 

Sincerely, 

Adolfo Quiroga 
President 

Enclosure 












