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So, the treatment is not 
for one of the four types 
of pests and is not 
exempt. Is the discharge 
avoidable? 
 

Will you exceed 
the Thresholds?  
(See Thresholds 
on next page.) 

You are automatically 
covered by this permit. Go 

to Step 3 to learn about 
your basic requirements. 

 

Are you either the 
decision-maker* or 
an employee of the 
decision-maker*? 

*The decision-maker 
is the individual, 
group, unit of 
government, or other 
entity that has control 
over the decision 
and/or the finances to 
perform pest control 
activities.  
 
 

Are you a for-hire 
applicator? 

You do not need to submit a Notice 
of Intent. You are either covered by 
the decision-maker’s permit or you 
automatically covered by the permit.. 
You must meet the basic permit 
requirements. Go to Step 3 to see 
the basic requirements. 

You are covered by this 
permit. Decision-makers 
must submit Notice of 
Intent (see Step 2) and 
application fee; then 
follow requirements of 
Steps 4 - 7. Employees 
and for-hire Applicators 
are covered by decision-
maker’s permit.  
 

Is the discharge from 
irrigation return flow? 
 

Contact MPCA NPDES Permitting.  
You may be required to obtain an 
Individual Permit. 
 

 

Applicability Flow Chart 
Pesticide NPDES Permit Program 

 
 
 

 

YES 

Start Are you treating under one of these four 
Use Patterns (types of pests)*? 
1) Mosquitoes and Other Flying Pests 
2) Aquatic Nuisance Animals 
3) Vegetative Pests and Algae 
4) Forest Canopy Pests 
*Complete definitions are on next page.  

Is the discharge from 
agricultural runoff? 

Will you discharge a 
pesticide in, over, or 
near waters of the 
state? 

Avoid the 
discharge so 
no permit is 

required. 
 

You are 
exempt from 
this permit. 

YES YES YES 

YES 

YES 

NO NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

NO 

You do not 
need this 
permit. 

YES YES 
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Pest Types 

1. Mosquito and Other Flying Insect Pests – Public health/nuisance and other flying insect pests that spend a portion of their life cycle in or above water. Includes 
mosquitoes and black flies. 

2. Forest Canopy Pests – Application of a pesticide over a forest canopy, where to control a pest effectively, a portion of the pesticide unavoidably will be applied 
over and deposited to water. Includes gypsy moths and grasshoppers. 

3. Aquatic Nuisance Animals – Invasive or other nuisance animals in waters of the state. Includes fish, lampreys, and mollusks, such as zebra mussels and faucet 
snails. 

4. Vegetative Pests and Algae – Aquatic vegetative pests and algae, including terrestrial vegetative pests growing in waters of the state.  

Thresholds 
Mosquito control 

· All Federal and State governmental entities with responsibility to control mosquitoes for public health, nuisance control, and animal welfare. 
· Local governmental entities with responsibility to control mosquitoes for public health, nuisance control, and animal welfare and treat with adulticides a pest 

management area1 of 6,400 acres (10 square miles) or more. 

Flying insect control (non-mosquito) 
Local governmental entities with responsibility to control other flying insect pests for public health, nuisance control, and animal welfare and apply 20 gallons or more of 
pesticides each calendar year. 

Forest canopy pest control 
Treatment area2 of 6,400 acres (10 square miles) or more. 

Aquatic nuisance animal pest control 
Lakes Treatment area2 of 20 acres or more cumulative in a calendar year 
Rivers, streams, and ditches Treatment area3 of 20 linear miles or more cumulative in a calendar year 

Vegetative pest and algae control 
Lakes 20 acres or larger   Anyone treating 15 percent or more of the littoral zone4 
Lakes 20 acres or larger Anyone treating the whole lake (ex: algae control) 
All other waters of the state  Treatment area of 1200 acres or more5 of visible standing water present at the time of application 

(cumulative in a calendar year) 
1 A pest management area is the entire area of land, including any water, for which you are conducting pest management activities; it is not based on how much pesticide is actually applied 

or where.  
2 Treatment area is the entire area where pesticides will have pesticidal benefits. It is based on where application actually takes place. Each event should be counted separately. 
3 Linear treatment area is the linear distance over which pesticides have a pesticidal benefit, including where the pesticides have been applied and any downstream affect. Count each 

event separately. 
4 Littoral zone is where lake depth is 15 feet or less. Base your calculation on the surface area of the littoral zone (not the volume). 
5 If you are treating an area that is intermittently wet, count it toward the threshold total only when visible or standing water is present. 
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