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General Topic – Expectations of Local SSTS Programs
 Verify Soils
 Inspect New Construction
 Certificate of Compliance and Notice of Noncompliance

Learning Outcomes
 Understand the reason to verify soils as part of permitting and 

construction. 
 Understand the importance of inspecting newly constructed systems.
 Understand that certificates are used to recognize SSTS compliance 

status.   
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SOIL VERIFICATION

Verify Soil Separation to Limiting Layer
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Verify soils 
 In-field verification of soils 

• to make sure design matches soil conditions
• before a permit is issued or system constructed

Rule allows for soils verification at any point 
before Certificate of Compliance is issued

Designer submits soils evaluation 

 Soil verification conducted by Qualified 
Employee with jurisdiction or by licensed 
inspection business authorized by LGU

Verify soils
 Verify depth to periodically saturated soil or bedrock

 Proper amount of soil needed under the 
treatment system (vertical separation) 

 Soil pits and soil borings both acceptable 

Record soil verification
• Simple statement on designers soil 

boring logs
• LGU form
• Construction inspection form
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2012 Annual report

NEW CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION

Elements to Include in an Inspection
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Inspect new construction
 Ensure SSTS is constructed as designed and permitted

 Inspected by Qualified Employee with jurisdiction or by licensed 
inspection business authorized by LGU

 No conflict of interest 
• Can’t design and approve same designs
• Can’t install and inspect same system
• Independent of owner and installer

 People skills are important–work with:
• Owners
• Designers
• Installers 

Inspect new construction
 Sewage tanks
 Pump tanks
 Piping
 Advanced treatment
 Soil treatment 
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Inspect new construction

Inspect new construction
 New SSTS construction inspection

• New SSTS for existing homes
• New SSTS for new homes 
• COC - valid for up to 5 years

 Existing SSTS inspection
• Inspect existing SSTS 

• Sewage and pump tanks
• Soil treatment system
• Vertical separation
• Tanks not leaking out 

• COC - valid for up to 3 years

COC = Certificate of Compliance
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DOCUMENTATION

Certificate of Compliance and 
Notice of Noncompliance

Certificate of compliance 

 Issued at time of construction 
inspection 

 Issued at time of inspection of 
an existing system, in use

 Certificates of Compliance (COC) = system’s in compliance
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Notice of noncompliance
Notice of Noncompliance (NON) systems not in compliance

• Can be issued at time of construction inspections
• Typically issued when existing systems are inspected
• Issued for system not meeting requirements
• Timeframe specified for upgrade, repair, or replacement

Notice of noncompliance

• ITPHS (Imminent Threat to Public Health and Safety) 
• Example - sewage on surface; up to 10 months to upgrade
• Chapter 7080 and Straight Pipe Law (115.55)
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SUMMARY

Summary
 Soil verification performed before COC issued; reduces number 

of SSTS not meeting vertical separation (future problems). 

 Construction inspection important to ensure systems are built to 
permitted specifications. 

 Certificates of Compliance issued for applicable requirements
• new systems valid for 5 years 
• existing systems valid  for 3 years

 Notices of Noncompliance issued for systems not meeting 
requirements and the notice specifies what needs to be done. 


























