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VIDEO 1:
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
- MPCA SSTS ADMINISTRATIVE TRAINING
Jim Ziegler 
and 
Gretchen Sabel

2013

Introduction

Jim Ziegler – SSTS Section Manager
Gretchen Sabel – SSTS Coordinator

Overview of Basic Administrative Information

Talk 1 of 13

Introduction; Overview
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Topics for today

Why SSTS regulations matter

How MPCA supports local government SSTS 
programs

Making best use of this series of informational talks

No certification offered

Not for credit – no CEU’s offered

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
SSTS REGULATION

Why regulate SSTS?  How MPCA 
supports local SSTS programs
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SSTS regulation

Why SSTS regulations matter
• Public health protection
• Public safety
• Healthy environment

How MPCA supports local government SSTS 
programs
• Framework
• Staff
• Funding

Local role is critical

• Importance of local SSTS programs
• Key to SSTS implementation in Minnesota 

• Need local political support

• Need will and desire to have an effective SSTS program 
• Political support
• Technical staff
• Administrative support 
• Legal 

• MPCA supports local SSTS programs to be successful 
• 545,000+ SSTS in Minnesota
• 25% of population   
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EXPECTATIONS FOR 
LOCAL SSTS PROGRAMS  

LOCAL SSTS PROGRAM FRAMEWORK

Adopt SSTS 
Ordinance

Employ 
Qualified 

Program Staff

Maintain 
Accessible 

Records

Manage 
Compliance
(inspection triggers, 
operating permits, 
complaints, etc.)

Submit 
Annual 

Reports to 
MPCA

Review 
Designs

Issue Permits

Verify Soils

Inspect New 
Construction

Issue 
Certificates of 
Compliance   
(and Notices of 
Noncompliance)
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Program 
Administrator
SSTS Inspector

Records Manager

Leadership

Local SSTS Program 
Implementation
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OVERVIEW

Getting the most from the 
SSTS Administrator Information Series

Process
Steps to follow
• Print material from website
• Watch all the videos
• Answer the questions at the end of each talk – question sheet 

in the handouts

When done, send an email to ssts.projects.mpca@state.mn.us ; 
let us know that you have completed the series

We will send back the correct answers so you can check your 
work.  No grades, it is all up to you

No certification offered
Not for credit – no CEU’s offered
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Summary
 About 25% of the population in Minnesota rely on SSTS; there 

are about 546,000 systems generating 37 billion gallons of 
sewage each year.

 Support by local officials is absolutely necessary to have a 
successful SSTS program.

 SSTS regulation assures that systems are built to high standards 
by trained, competent practitioners to protect public health and 
the environment.

 The local role in SSTS is critical; MPCA is here to assist.

 Local SSTS programs require a broad range of administrative 
and technical activities to run a good program.




