
Proposal of a construction 
project within the state of 

Minnesota

Is the project on 
tribal land or a federally 
governed area for a tribe 

or tribal member?

YES

NO

MN Construction Stormwater 
Permit not required

Construction activities on tribal 
land may need an EPA permit

Is the stormwater 
routed to or treated by a 

treatment works as defined in Minn. 
Stat. Section 115.01, subd. 21 
operating under a individual 

NPDES/SDS permit with a 
TSS effluent limit?

YES

NO

What is the total 
proposed disturbed area for 

the project?

Less than 1 acre AND not 
part of a common plan of 

development

One acre or greater or less 
than one acre but part of 
a larger common plan of 

development that disturbs 
one acre or more

Permit required under the State 
of Minnesota NPDES/SDS 

Construction Stormwater permit 
required (MN Rule 7090.2040)

Does the proposed 
project disturb 50 acres or

more, either as a stand alone
 project or part of a 

larger common plan of 
development?

Does the project have
a discharge point within 1 

mile of a special or impaired 
waterbody?

NO

YES

Permit will be issued 
automatically within 1 

business day and may be 
subject to an audit review or 

on-site inspection

YES

Project will be subject to 
a 30 day review period 
starting on the date of 
application for the MN 

Construction Stormwater 
Permit

More information will be 
requested from MPCA staff 
to ensure compliance with 

state requirements. The 
review may take longer than 
30 days and permit issuance 

will be postponed until 
required documentation is 

provided. Construction 
activity may not begin until 

the permit is issued

Have the environmental 
assessments, wetland permits, 

threatened and endanger species 
assessment, and other relevant 

environmental reviews been
 performed?

NO

Permit will be issued once all 
documentation is reviewed. 

Applicant will receive an 
email confirmation regarding 

permit coverage

Construction can begin and 
may be subject to a 

compliance inspection once 
the confirmation email is 

received

Will the proposed 
project be covered under 

the Minnesota 7020 
feedlot rules?

YES

Has an NPDES feedlot 
permit been acquired?
(MN Rule 7090.2020)

NO

YES

NO

CSW permit cover is 
incorporated into NPDES feedlot 

permit and fulfills the CSW 
permit requirement

Projects may subject to audit 
reviews and on-site inspections

Does the project disturb 5 
or more acres?

NO

Must apply for and 
obtain coverage under 

the CSW permit

1. Has obtained 1 of the following feedlot permits:

• SDS Permit (MPCA)
• Interim Permit (MPCA or Delegated County)
• Construction Short Form (MPCA or Delegated County)

 OR

2. Has provided notice under MN. Rule 7020.2000 Subpart 5
(for feedlot activities that do not require a feedlot permit)

NO

YES

Automatic coverage under 
the NPDES/SDS CSW general 
permit (not required to apply 
for and obtain a CSW permit 

per rule 7090.2020)

Projects may subject to audit 
reviews and on-site 

inspections

NO

Have all required SWPPP 
documentation showing the 

project plans, stormwater management, 
other required agency permits, and any 

other supporting documents
 been submitted to 

the MPCA?

YES

MN Construction Stormwater 
Permit not required

YES

The Minnesota Construction Stormwater (CSW) permit requires the creation 
of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) prior to application

YESNO
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