[image: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources logo]
Skip to main content   [image: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources logo]  Search the DNR Website  



 

    Toggle navigation          [image: Minnesota Department of Natural Resources logo]     Toggle search    Search the DNR Website  Search


    
   	   
 Recreation	 Bicycling
	 Boating
	 Camping
	 Canoeing/kayaking
	 Cross-country skiing
	 Fishing
	 Hiking
	 Horseback riding
	 Hunting & trapping
	 Nature viewing
	 Off-highway vehicle riding
	 Recreation compass
	 Shooting sports
	 Snowmobiling
	 Snowshoeing
	 More »


	   
 Destinations	 LakeFinder
	 Aquatic management areas
	 Fishing piers
	 Hunter walking trails
	 Maps
	 Off-highway vehicle trails
	 Ruffed grouse management areas
	 Scientific and natural areas
	 Shooting ranges
	 State forests
	 State parks and recreation areas
	 State trails
	 State water trails
	 Walk-in access
	 Water accesses
	 Wildlife management areas
	 More »


	   
 Nature	 Animals
	 Living with wildlife
	 Forests
	 Invasive species
	 Plants
	 Prairies
	 Rare species
	 Rocks & minerals
	 Water
	 More »


	   Education 
 & Safety	 Boat & water safety
	 Hunter education & safety classes
	 Ice safety
	 Natural resources education
	 Recreational vehicle safety classes
	 Safety training instructors
	 More »


	   Licenses, Permits
 & Regulations	 Critical habitat license plates
	 License information
	    Where to buy a license
	    Buy a license online
	    Hunting lotteries
	 Permits
	 Regulations
	 Military personnel benefits
	 More »


	   Events & 
 Seasons	 Community events
	 Environmental education
	 Fishing seasons
	 Hunting and trapping seasons
	 Hunting and fishing events
	 Safety training classes
	  Scientific and natural area events
	 State parks and trails events
	 More »


	   About
 DNR	 Careers
	 Contact us
	    Office locator map
	    Media inquiries
	 Mission statement
	 Public engagement
	 Social media
	 Volunteering
	 More »






   


  	 Home
	 Fish & Wildlife
	 Fisheries
	 Sentinel Lakes
	 Ten Mile Lake
	

  


    Sentinel Lakes

	Home
	Lakes 
	What we’re doing
	What we’re learning
	Information & contacts 






 Fisheries

	Home
	Citizen involvement
	Fishes
	Fishing
	Habitat
	Hatcheries
	Lakes
	Local contacts
	Research
	Rivers & streams
	Rules







  
   Page Menu
 

 Ten Mile Lake
 Description
Ten Mile Lake is a deep, large, clear-water lake located just north of Hackensack, Minnesota and just southwest of Leech Lake. It has moderate residential development on all shores, currently sees heavy recreational use, and is a popular destination. Its watershed is small relative to its surface area, with a ratio of 5:1 with land use dominated by forests and water/wetlands, typical of a north-central Minnesota lake. The lake contains a number of rocky reefs and shoals, sand and gravel points, large areas of open water, and weedy shallow bays. It is one of the deepest natural lakes entirely within the state.
The aquatic plant community is very species-rich, yet interestingly, only one species of Chara was found at more than ten percent of the sites. Chara is an architecturally complex species that provides quality habitat for juvenile fish and is an important resilience mechanism in lakes that maintain high water clarity.
Ten Mile Lake has a wide variety of habitats that support a diverse fish community including Walleye, Northern Pike, Largemouth Bass, Smallmouth Bass, Bluegill, Black Crappie, and Yellow Perch. The lake also harbors two cold-water fish species, Lake Whitefish and Cisco, which inhabit the deeper pelagic areas of the lake. In fact, Ten Mile supports the highest quality population of Lake Whitefish of all 25 Sentinel Lakes, with high abundance and exceptionally long lifespans. Individuals up to 62 years of age have been sampled and the average age of sampled adult Lake Whitefish is between 20 and 30 years old. The Cisco found in Ten Mile are a dwarf variety, with adults rarely exceeding 15-18 cm in length. Unfortunately, the status of Lake Whitefish and Cisco are uncertain because traditional survey gears do not target these populations. The Sentinel Lakes program has begun conducting hydroacoustic and vertical gillnet assessments targeting these species, with additional refinements planned for the future.
Ten Mile Lake was selected as a Sentinel Lake because it is an example of a deep, mesotrophic lake in the Northern Lakes and Forests ecoregion with a high species diversity. Additionally it has a long history of water monitoring.
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Data
County: Cass 
 Ecoregion: Northern Lakes and Forests 
 Surface Area: 5000 acres 
 Littoral Area: 1316 acres 
 Shoreline Length: 25 miles 
 Maximum Depth: 208 feet 
 Classification: Tier 1 
 DNR Lake No.: 11041300 
 MPCA report
Depth
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