
Date: 

EPA's Review of Revisions to Minnesota's Water Quality Standards: 
Antidegradation Policy and Implementation Procedures 

(Minn. R. 7001, 7050 and 7052) 

JUN 1 3 2017 

Under Section 303(c) of the Clean Water Act 
WQSTS # MN2016-720 

I. Summarv

A. Date received by EPA: December 27, 2016

B. Submittal history:

" First Request for Comments, January 29, 2007 (31 SR 960) 
• Second Request for Comments, May 29, 2007 (31 SR 1739)
• Third Request for Comments, February 25, 2013 (37 SR 1255)
• Proposed Rules: February 1, 2016
• Notice of Hearing, February 1, 2016 (40 SR 901)
• Date of Public Hearing: March 31, 2016
• Notice of Adoption, November 14, 2016 (41 SR 545)

C. Documents included in the submittal:

• Letter from MPCA Commissioner John Linc Stine to EPA Regional Administrator
Robert Kaplan, Request for US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Approval of
Amendments to Minn. R. 7001, 7050, and 7052 (Water Quality Standards -
Antidegradation), dated December 2, 2016;

• Order Adopting Rules: Adoption of Amendments to Water Quality Standards Governing
Antidegradation, Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7050 and Minor Supporting Changes to
Chapters 7001 and 7052; and the Repeal of Rules Governing Nondegradation of Waters,
Minnesota Rules, parts 7050.0180 and 7050.0185, dated October 12, 2016;

• Legal Certification of Amendments to Minn. R. 7050 governing Antidegradation Water
Quality Standards and Minor Supporting Changes to Minn. R. 7001 and 7052, dated
November 17, 2016 from Jean Coleman, MPCA Attorney;

• Adopted Permanent Rules Relating to Antidegradation of State Waters, Minnesota State
Register Volume 41, Number 20, pp. 545-547;

• Letter from William Cole, MPCA, to David Pfeifer, EPA Region 5, dated
October JO, 2016; and

• Rules as Adopted, dated August 10, 2016.

D. Other supporting documents:

• Statement of Need and Reasonableness (SONAR) in the Matter of Proposed Revisions of
Minnesota Rules ch. 7050, Relating to Nondegradation and Minor Supporting Changes to
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