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1.1 Pollution Control Agency 

RE VISOR CKMIBR SR4237 

1.2 Adopted Permanent Rule Relating to Water Quality Standards and Tiered Aquatic 
1.3 Life Use 

1.4 The rules proposed and published at State Register, Volume 41, Number 25, pages 659-762, 

1.5 December 19, 2016 (41 SR 659), are adopted with the following modifications: 

1.6 7050.0150 DETERMINATION OF WATER QUALITY, BIOLOGICAL AND 
1.1 PHYSICAL CONDITIONS, AND COMPLIANCE WITH STANDARDS. 

1.8 Subp. 3a. Assessmeet eriteria. The criteria by which water-bodies are assessed to 

1.9 determine if beneficial uses are SUjJportcd, and definitions of the data and infonnatioa 

1.1 o required for that assessment is in Guidance Manual for Assessing the Quality of Minnesota 

1.11 Surface \l/aters for Determinatioa of Impairment: 305(b) Repmt and 303(d) List (2014 and 

1.12 as subsequently amended), which is incorporated by reference. The guidance manual is not 

1.13 subject to frequent change and is available at http://:\.vww.pea.state.mn.us/lupgll25. 

1.14 Subp. 4. Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter and chapter 7053, the following 

1.1 s terms have the meanings given them. 

1.16 S. "Lotic water" means a flowing or moving water body such as a stream, river,

1.17 or ditch. 

1.18 £. T. "Mixing status" means the frequency of complete mixing of the lake water 

1.19 from surface to bottom, which is determined by whether temperature gradients are established 

1.20 and maintained in the water column during the summer season. 

1.21 t U. "Measurable increase" or "measurable impact" means a change in trophic 

1.22 status that can be discerned above the normal variability in water quality data using a weight 

1.23 of evidence approach. The change in trophic status does not require a demonstration of 

1.24 statistical significance to be considered measurable. Mathematical models may be used as 

1.25 a tool in the data analysis to help predict changes in trophic status. 
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5.1 end until the painted surface of the stopper is just visible through the water column when 

5.2 viewed from the top of the tube. The depth, in centimeters, is noted. More water is released 

5.3 until the screw in the middle of the painted symbol on the stopper is clearly visible; this 

5.4 depth is noted. The two observed depths are averaged to obtain a transparency measurement. 

5 .5 KK:- LL. "Trophic status or condition" means the productivity of a lake as measured 

5.6 by the phosphorus content, algae abundance, and depth of light penetration. 

5.7 � MM. "Use attainability analysis" means a structured scientific assessment of 

5.8 the physical, chemical, biological, and economic factors affecting attainment of the uses of 

5.9 water bodies. A use attainability analysis is required to remove a designated use specified 

5.10 in section 10l(a)(2) of the Clean Water Act that is not an existing use. The allowable reasons 

5.11 for removing a designated use are described in Code of Federal Regulations, title 40, section 

5.12 131.10 (g). 

5.13 � NN. "Water body" means a lake, reservoir, wetland, or a geographically 

5.14 defined portion of a river or stream. 

5.15 NN.- 00. "Water body type" means a group of water bodies with similar natural 

5.16 physical, chemical, and biological attributes, where the characteristics are similar among 

5.17 water bodies within each type and distinct from water bodies of other types. 

5.18 7050.0155 PROTECTION OF DOWNSTREAM USES. 

5.19 All waters must maintain a level of water quality that provides for the attainment and 

5.20 maintenance of the water quality standards of downstream waters, including the waters of 

5.21 another state. 

5.22 7050.0220 SPECIFIC WATER QUALITY STANDARDS BY ASSOCIATED USE 

5.23 CLASSES. 

5.24 Subpart 1. Purpose and scope. The numeric and narrative water quality standards in 

5.25 this chapter prescribe the qualities or properties of the waters of the state that are necessary 
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