MINNESOTA POLLUTION
CONTROL AGENCY www.pca.state.mn.us

Sustainable built environment best practices
For Local Government Units (LGUs), construction &
demolition landfills, and transfer stations

In Minnesota, there's growing demand for smarter, more sustainable ways to manage materials—and LGUs,
and landfill & transfer station operators are well-positioned to meet it. By offering reuse and recycling as
part of their core services, LGUs and landfill & transfer operators can provide added value to residents and
customers, strengthen their business models, and contribute to the state’s environmental and climate goals.
Expanding material management services helps meet community expectations, supports local reuse and
recycling markets, and reinforces Minnesota’s leadership in building a more circular economy.

Introduction: Why sustainable built environment practices
matter

Minnesota is leading the way toward a circular economy by embracing smarter and more sustainable
approaches to managing construction and demolition (C&D) materials. Landfill and transfer station operators,
builders, and local governments are in a unique position to extend the life of materials through reuse and
recycling — creating jobs, reducing emissions, and saving money. This guide outlines best practices, tools, and
real-world examples to help your community or organization take action.

Section 1. Reuse: Maximizing the lifespan of building materials
Why it matters

Promoting reuse reduces landfill waste, conserves embodied energy and resources in building materials and
supports a circular economy. For landfill and transfer station operators, incorporating reuse into operations
offers a low-barrier, high-impact way to meet environmental goals and community needs.

NOTE: Companies and organizations in the metro area often can serve communities across the state.

Practical starting points

e C(Cities and counties: consider material exchanges or collection events. Collected items can be donated to
nearby reuse retailers

e Inform customers to bring usable materials to reuse organizations
e Set up temporary storage or distribution points
e Pilot single-material reuse efforts (e.g., wood, doors)

e All of the Habitat for Humanity Restore locations welcome your used quality building materials or
surplus new materials. Reach out in advance of a project of what they accept. Then divert, donate, and
get a tax deduction receipt.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency November 2025 | w-sw1-73
651-296-6300 | 800-657-3864 or use your preferred relay service | Info.pca@state.mn.us Available in alternative formats



mailto:Info.pca@state.mn.us

Tools and examples for reuse

Reuse marketplaces and maps

Use these resources to showcase your organization or excess building materials, commercial and office furniture
and supplies, leftover paint, new surplus items, etc.

e University of Minnesota’s Materials Exchange
e Rheaply (used by Allina Health)
e ReCapturit (used by Architectural Antiques)

e All for Reuse Map/Matrix: listing of reuse retailers, deconstruction organizations, etc.

Deconstruction organizations
o Better Futures MN

e Birch Group
e LumberStash

e West Metro Salvage

Habitat for Humanity ReStores

Donation locations serving MN

Donate your surplus or used building materials, commercial and office furniture and supplies, leftover paint,
new surplus items, etc.

e Alexandria, MN: Habitat for Humanity of Douglas Co. MN ReStore
e Brooklyn Park: Opened September 2025! Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity ReStore

e Bemidji, MN: Northwoods Habitat for Humanity Restore
e Mankato, MN: Habitat for Humanity of South-Central MN ReStore
e Marshall, MN: Habitat for Humanity of Redwood River Restore

e Minneapolis, MN: Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity ReStore

¢ New Brighton, MN Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity ReStore

e Rochester, MN: Two Rivers Habitat for Humanity ReStore
¢ Willmar, MN: Habitat for Humanity of West Central MN ReStore

e Winona, MN: Habitat for Humanity serving Winona County

e Hudson, WI: St Croix Valley Habitat for Humanity Restore

e Brookings, SD: Brookings Area Habitat for Humanity ReStore

e Eau Claire, WI: Chippewa Valley Habitat for Humanity Restore

¢ Mason City, IA: Habitat for Humanity of North Central lowa ReStore
e Saint Croix Falls, WI: Wild Rivers Habitat for Humanity ReStore

Donation locations with deconstruction services:
e Brainerd, MN: Lakes Area Habitat for Humanity Restore

e Grand Rapids, MN: Itasca County Habitat for Humanity ReStore

e Moorhead, MN: Lake Agassiz Habitat for Humanity Restore

e LaCrosse: Habitat for Humanity La Cross Area Restore

e Sioux Falls, SD: Habitat for Humanity of Greater Sioux Falls ReStore
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https://www.mnexchange.org/
https://rheaply.com/
https://www.recapturit.com/products
https://www.allforreuse.org/ecosystem-map
https://betterfuturesminnesota.com/deconstruction-services/
https://thebirchgroup.org/
https://www.lumberstash.com/
https://west-metro.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhfhdouglascounty.org%2FReStore%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmelissa.wenzel%40state.mn.us%7C99a40bb25bba4f6c438008db2bbca267%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638151861551659854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=g5E5V462kOVGxzvDtgpYlC9eYpz7BPyeV10wDpvFe7w%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frestore.tchabitat.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cmelissa.wenzel%40state.mn.us%7C99a40bb25bba4f6c438008db2bbca267%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638151861551659854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jv%2BgVjUaD2eYhz2jCygB36wrt49O3iBIw64G5TwlMe8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.habitatbemidji.org%2Frestore.html&data=05%7C01%7Cmelissa.wenzel%40state.mn.us%7C99a40bb25bba4f6c438008db2bbca267%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638151861551659854%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QyENimbCbarWfVGdRzyM3HOBa7PpYdI7edd54jmKMZ4%3D&reserved=0
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Local Government Diversion and reuse programs

e Becker County’s Diversion and Reuse Program

e Carver County’s ReClaim-It Program Live Sept 2025!

e East Central Solid Waste Commission: The Cambridge Transfer Station is establishing a reuse center
Coming soon!

e Dodge County’s Renovation Reuse Program Newly expanded!

e Hubbard County’s Reuse Center

e Linwood Recycling Center’s Re-Use Area (Anoka County)

e Just opened: Obaashiing Transfer Substation reuse center (Red Lake)

e  Western Lake Superior Sanitary District (WLSSD) new name: Resource Renew

e WLSSD Reuse Guide available to start your program

Counties that provide deconstruction, structural moving, and/or material reuse
grants:

e Carver County (deconstruction)

e Hennepin County (deconstruction, structural moving, and material reuse)

e Ramsey County (deconstruction and structural moving and material reuse)
e Washington County (deconstruction and structural moving and material reuse)

Logistics and event models

Storage solutions

e  On-site examples: WillScot, Big Blue Box

e Partner/co-lease warehouse with existing reuse retailers

Building material collection events
Ask your local government unit or tribal nation to host a building material collection event.

e Hennepin County (2020, 2023, 2025)
e Dakota Valley Recycling 2-day furniture swap (2025)

e Dakota County building materials collection (2025)

e Anoka County 2-day reuse event (2025)

Reuse Minnesota's 10-minute building material collection event planning video is a great resource

Specialized reuse: Material specific diversion and reuse
e Mattress Donation (example: Bridging’s 3 locations)
e Plymouth
e Bloomington
e Roseville
e Lumber salvaging for reuse: MN LumberStash

e Used door collection & remanufacturing for reuse: PA’s Doors Unhinged

Barnwood reclamation:

e Benoit's Barnwood, Crookston MN

e Coteau Reclaimed, Statewide; located in Peever, ND (close to Browns Valley, MN)

e Heritage Barnwood Products, Cambridge, MN

¢ Minnesota Barnwood, Lonsdale, MN
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https://www.co.becker.mn.us/dept/environmental_services/waste_diversion.aspx
https://www.co.becker.mn.us/dept/environmental_services/waste_diversion.aspx
https://reclaimitcarver.org/
https://www.isanti-chisagocountystar.com/news/mpca-grant-to-fund-new-reuse-center-at-cambridge-transfer-station/article_b06aebb4-ff7b-11ef-998a-e77d20080950.html
https://www.co.dodge.mn.us/departments/environmental_services/renovation_reuse/index.php
https://dodgecountymn.gov/departments/environmental_services/renovation_reuse.php
https://www.co.hubbard.mn.us/index.asp?SEC=32852D54-2A51-4F87-9932-34B65D033598&DE=0FAB0EE3-06D3-4694-8792-713E66BDFABC
https://www.co.hubbard.mn.us/?SEC=1BE350C9-B4D2-450B-90F3-D0BF2B352E88
https://www.linwoodtownship.org/recycling
https://www.linwoodtownship.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif7271/f/uploads/recycling_2025_springguide_2.pdf
https://www.yahoo.com/news/red-lake-nation-awarded-249-152100280.html
https://wlssd.com/products/reuse-centers/
https://wlssd.com/products/reuse-centers/
https://wlssd.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/WLSSD_ReuseGuidanceDoc_2017_final.pdf
https://www.carvercountymn.gov/departments/public-services/environmental-services/recycle/building-material-reuse-grants-3910
https://www.hennepin.us/building-reuse
https://recyclingandenergy.org/deconstruction/
https://recyclingandenergy.org/deconstruction/
https://www.willscot.com/en/store-secure
https://bigblueboxes.com/rent-commercial-storage/
https://www.brooklynpark.org/event/building-material-donation-event/
https://dakotavalleyrecyclingmn.gov/residential-guide/363-furniture-swap
https://allevents.in/south%20saint%20paul/building-materials-collection/200027981054504#google_vignette
https://www.anokaminnesota.com/843/Anoka-County-Reuse-Event
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv=L96ej2u3B9g%26t=2s/1/0101019621ad422b-5683f093-5690-40e3-8eb7-4db82ca4b814-000000/hCX2Y97NJko9ty91nsd0Gh2fHaMWAby8edUWja4vghs=400
https://bridging.org/
https://www.lumberstash.com/
https://doorsunhinged.com/
https://www.facebook.com/benoitsbarnwood/
https://coteaureclaimed.com/barn-removal/
https://www.heritagestores.org/heritage-barnwood-products
https://minnesotabarnwood.com/

e 0Old Wood New Use Statewide; located in Blue River, WI (not far from Jefferson, MN)

e Rustic Revival Barnwood, Brooklyn Park

Whole building reuse

Structural movers:
e Anderson Building Movers
e (CB Movers

e Goldschmidt House Movers

e Otting House Movers

e Prodger House Movers

e Spencer Heavy Movers
e Thein Moving

Building reuse success stories

e Schools: Rethos 2022 Reuse in Action: Historic Schools Around MN article

e Buildings: U of MN Adaptive Reuse of Historic Buildings in Rural Minnesota report

e Explore historic preservation programs:
e Rethos state/federal funding; proposed 2025 Conversion of Underutilized Tax Credit bill

e Northern Bedrock AmeriCorps program

Section 2. Recycling: Turning waste into resources
Why it matters

Recycling C&D materials reduces raw extraction, cuts emissions, and builds green economies. It also allows for
resource recovery of high-value commodities that would otherwise be buried or burned.

Practical starting points
e Provide separated roll-offs or bins for common recyclables or offer roll-offs with dividers.

e Have customer inform material hauler of what reusables or recyclables are in the roll-off for hand-
sorting

e  Work with material processors or nearby specialized facilities
e Promote cost comparisons showing landfill vs. recycling
e Use signage and training to support contractors onsite

Material-specific recycling options
Gypsum/Drywall
e Innovative Gypsum Products

e COMING SOON: Second company: GypCycle (opening 2025 — contact Lou Nanne)
Ceiling tile
e Nationwide Ceilings Recycling Program

Mattresses

A growing number of local governments are contracting with mattress recycling programs for residential
mattress recycling opportunities.

e Advance Recycling (Marshall)

e Certified Recycling (Burnsville)

e Linwood Recycling Center (Stacy)
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https://www.oldwoodnewuse.com/barn-deconstruction-wood-milling-building-materials
https://www.facebook.com/rusticrevivalbarnwood
https://www.andersonbuildingmovers.com/for-sale.html
file://mpca/tdrive/Typing/McLain_Lori.LM/My%20PST%20projects/Melissa%20Wenzel/w-sw1-73/%E2%80%A2%09https:/cbmovers.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgoldschmidthousemovers.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMelissa.Wenzel%40state.mn.us%7Ce8cd74574d7a4271dc1c08dcde61d852%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638629759061993204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GI6lYK6VD%2FV2bRHREGv24pYtaUI3w1cFAYK5l%2FtGTHA%3D&reserved=0
https://ottinghousemovers.com/
file://mpca/tdrive/Typing/McLain_Lori.LM/My%20PST%20projects/Melissa%20Wenzel/w-sw1-73/%E2%80%A2%09http:/www.prodgerhousemovers.com
file://mpca/tdrive/Typing/McLain_Lori.LM/My%20PST%20projects/Melissa%20Wenzel/w-sw1-73/%E2%80%A2%09https:/www.spencerheavymovers.com/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theinmoving.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CMelissa.Wenzel%40state.mn.us%7Ce8cd74574d7a4271dc1c08dcde61d852%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C638629759062006279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IKiMEzpK0gsoX0wVgozLbXzwzTDu7OS9Sjty82GFtwg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.rethos.org/post/reuse-in-action-historic-schools-around-minnesota
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstreams/495c81da-82e5-48ad-a5b7-b97d75855f25/download
https://www.rethos.org/historic-rehab-loans
https://www.rethos.org/post/the-cub-tax-credit-gains-momentum
https://www.northernbedrockcorps.org/
http://www.thegypsumguy.com/
mailto:louisnanne@gmail.com?subject=Gypsum%20recycling
https://www.usg.com/content/usgcom/en_CA_east/sustainability/ceilings-recycling-program.html
http://www.advanceopp.org/mattress-recycling/
https://certifiedrecycling.org/residential-recycling/
https://www.anokacountymn.gov/1653/Search-the-Recycling-and-Disposal-Direct

Mudek Trucking & J & J Recycling (Saint Paul)
Ramsey/Washington Recycling & Energy Center (Newport)

Second Chance Recycling (Minneapolis)

Concrete, Asphalt, Pavers, Rocks, Sand

Metals

Anoka Recycling & Disposal (Anoka)
Dem-Con (various locations)

Fra-Dor (Little Canada)

J & J Recycling (Saint Paul)

KD & Company Recycling, Inc. (Medina)
Martin Marietta Materials (various locations)
SKB Environmental (Minneapolis)

Twin City Refuse & Recycling (Saint Paul)

Ferrous metals
Non-ferrous metals accepted at most recycling stations

Shingle recycling
Check Shingle Recycling’s website for the latest organizations:

Beltrami County Solid Waste (Bemidji)

Bituminous Roadways (Inver Grove Heights)

Dem-Con (multiple locations)

Omann Brothers (Albertville)

SKB (Blaine, Minneapolis, Rosemount)

Southern Minnesota Construction (Owatonna & Mankato)

Untreated Wood

Prioritize reuse
Recycle:
e LRS (formerly Atomic Recycling) (Minneapolis)

e Dem-Con (various locations)

Dunham Inc. (Lakeville)

e Waste Management (various locations)

Tips for increasing diversion

Use divided roll-offs or multiple bins (Article: Freedom Waste Services)

Inform contractors about financial and environmental benefits of diversion, reuse, and recycling

opportunities
Work with companies like Wastecap Resource Solutions

Contract with consulting companies like RRT Design and Construction (works with Olmsted County) or

Resource Recycling Solutions for project-specific or city/county-wide sustainable building material

management.

Building material processors

Dem-Con (Shakopee)
LRS (formerly Atomic Recycling) (Minneapolis)
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https://www.dumpsterrentalmn.com/
https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/630/Disposal-Directory?PREVIEW=YES&PREVIEW=YES&PREVIEW=YES
https://www.secondchancerecyclingmn.com/mattress-recycling/
https://shinglerecycling.org/find-a-recycler/
https://www.dunhaminc.com/wood-recycling/
https://www.dunhaminc.com/wood-recycling/
https://freedomwaste.com/how-to-reduce-waste-with-a-roll-off-dumpster/
https://www.wastecap.org/construction--demolition.html
https://rrtenviro.com/
https://www.recycle.com/construction-demolition
https://dem-con.com/commercial/recycling/
https://www.lrsrecycles.com/atomic-recycling/

Section 3. Tools and support

Technical assistance & staffing

e MPCA’s Retiree Environmental Technical Assistance Program: FREE consulting

e Sandy Gunderson, first built environment consultant hired
e U of M Intern Program: Request an intern for a short-term waste diversion program project

e Minnesota GreenCorps: Apply for member placement to support local reuse & recycling opportunities

Planning & policy tools

e Project Manager’s Guide to Material Reuse in Commercial Buildings (PDF)

e MPCA Building Material Management Plan Tool

e Deconstruction RFP Template

e Build Reuse Wiki: Resources and guidance for reuse professionals

Research & innovation

e Capstone Projects at the U of MN: Propose real-world reuse/recycling challenges for students to
research within their Sustainable Systems Management degree

e Past examples include cost analysis of C&D landfilling, comparisons of demolition, deconstruction, and
restoring of a building, and building material reuse impact assessments

Statewide networks

e GreenStep Cities/Tribal Nations: Share best practices and track sustainability progress

Do you have additional suggestions or resources? Please send an email to: demo.mpca@state.mn.us.

Page 6 of 6 November 2025 | w-sw1-73


https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/minnesota-retap
http://www.mntap.umn.edu/interns/
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/minnesota-greencorps
https://mc-379cbd4e-be3f-43d7-8383-5433-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/hennepinus/residents/recycling/documents/project-manager-guide-building-material-reuse.pdf?rev=cc4f527e284045658fa72a5dd921927e&hash=95A5B479A93CC000713D09222F8DFBD9
https://www.allanswered.com/userfile/3577979772-1698258175943/MPCA%20Building%20Material%20Mgmt%20Plan%20Template%20for%20plan.pdf
https://build-reuse.allanswered.com/userfile/3299993933-1690572515232/Deconstruction%20RFP%20Template%2C%20May%202023.docx
https://www.allanswered.com/kb/build-reuse/docs/build-reuse-general/
https://bbe.umn.edu/undergraduate/sustainable-systems-management-major
https://www.allanswered.com/userfile/4167475879-1720471062511/MPCA%20Capstone%20Report%2C%20final%2C%20May%202022.pdf
https://www.allanswered.com/userfile/4167475879-1720471062511/MPCA%20Capstone%20Report%2C%20final%2C%20May%202022.pdf
https://www.allanswered.com/userfile/4167475879-1720471062511/MPCA%20Capstone%20Report%2C%20final%2C%20May%202022.pdf
https://www.allanswered.com/userfile/4757151238-1720471889998/MPCA%20Capstone%20Final%20Report%2C%202023.pdf
https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/
mailto:demo.mpca@state.mn.us
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