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Shredder Residue      
Hazardous Waste/Solid Waste Program Management Decision 
Shredder residue is the non-metallic waste material remaining after removal of metal scrap from shredded 
vehicles, household and commercial appliances, or other shredded items. Shredder residue is also known as 
shredder fluff, shredder flock, or automotive shredder residue (ASR). Shredder residue is regulated as a waste in 
Minnesota and must meet the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's (MPCA) hazardous and solid waste 
requirements. 

What must generators and importers of shredder residue do? 
Generators and anyone who transports shredder residue into Minnesota residue must either assume it is a fully 
regulated hazardous waste or evaluate it to demonstrate that it is non-hazardous. Because shredder residue can 
be variable and non-homogenous, and is often generated in large volumes over a short time, the MPCA 
recognizes that properly evaluating it can be challenging. The 2006 Program Management Decision (PMD) 
contained in the following four pages of this fact sheet describes a method of evaluating shredder residue that 
the MPCA has determined is acceptable for use in Minnesota. 

Use of the evaluation method in this PMD is optional, however any generator or importer of shredder residue 
using any other sampling or evaluation methods must independently demonstrate that those methods 
accurately and fully evaluate the waste. Find more information on waste evaluation in MPCA fact sheet  
#w-hw1-01, Evaluate Waste, at: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw1-01.pdf. 

Prohibited waste materials - tires 
Waste tires are prohibited from landfill disposal in Minnesota. Generators and importers of shredder residue 
must ensure that shredder residue that they have evaluated as non-hazardous under the method in this PMD 
does not contain waste tires if they intend to dispose of the shredder residue in a Minnesota landfill. 

Preparing vehicles for shredding 
Salvage operators and other recyclers can reduce the potential for vehicles they will shred or ship off-site for 
shredding to result in shredder residue that fails the hazardous waste evaluation by identifying and removing 
hazardous components and materials from the vehicles. Find more information regarding proper vehicle 
dismantling and salvage in MPCA fact sheet #w-hw4-63, Vehicle Dismantling and Salvage, at: 
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw4-63.pdf. 

More information 
Guidance and requirements in this fact sheet and PMD were derived from Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 115A; 
Minnesota Rules, Chapters 7035, 7045, and 9220; and the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 40, Part 761. Visit 
the Office of the Revisor of Statutes at https://www.revisor.mn.gov/pubs to review applicable Minnesota 
Statutes and Rules, and the U.S. Government Printing Office at https://www.govinfo.gov/ to review applicable 
federal regulations. 

For more information about this and other hazardous waste topics, contact the MPCA at the information below. 
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