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	SOP 4.22 Asbestos Wastes
General Guidance for HHW Programs


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Note: This guidance document is for informational purposes only and outlines basic employer requirements. The MPCA makes no guarantee that this document satisfies the requirements of its users ensuring compliance. It is the sole responsibility of your specific HHW Program employer(s) to determine if OSHA, DOT and RCRA requirements have been met. 
1.	Introduction
This Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) program accepts many types of hazardous materials; this Standard Operating Procedure provides guidance to ensure proper acceptance, processing and shipment requirements are followed for safe and efficient acceptance of friable asbestos.
2.	Training requirements 
2.1	Determine designated staff. The dedicated Program staff to ensure compliance and proper household hazardous waste (HHW) processing is the [Facility Manager]. This person shall ensure facility staff successfully completes all required training.
2.2	Include site-specific information. Training shall be specific to program needs and job expectations..
2.3 	Safety requirements. Ensure PPE use for staff processing HHW to minimally include nitrile gloves, Tyvek or chemically resistant apron, sleeves and eye protection.
3.	Processing Asbestos
3.1. Inspection at Time of Drop-Off
All Asbestos waste materials shall be visually inspected upon arrival at the facility to assess whether the material is friable which poses a significant inhalation hazard.. Friable asbestos refers to material that, when dry, can be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder, thereby releasing airborne asbestos fibers. Materials may become friable due to age, weathering, or physical degradation. Common examples of potentially friable asbestos materials include:
· Asbestos board or tile
· Stove piping
· Brake pads
· Heat-reflective insulation
· Engine sheeting
· Needs a space here but no bullet
3.2. Acceptance Policy
· This Program does not accept friable asbestos waste under routine operations. All friable asbestos must be disposed of at a permitted solid waste landfill authorized to specifically manage asbestos.
· Program staff shall assess each drop-off situation to determine the appropriate response, ensuring the health and safety of facility personnel and the public.
· Suspected Friable Asbestos Procedure; if asbestos waste appears friable or releases visible dust/fibers:
1. Immediately evacuate the area.
2. Instruct the participant to remove the material from the facility and place it in a designated, secure outdoor location, away from wind or traffic.
3. Inform the participant that the material presents a serious health risk, and a short evaluation period is needed to determine appropriate next steps.
Safety Measures for Handling Friable Asbestos
If friable asbestos must be temporarily secured or moved outside the facility, take the following steps:
1. Do not allow the material back inside the Facility under any circumstances.
2. Don appropriate air filtration device or mask
3. Lay a sheet of 6-mil plastic sheeting on the ground to prevent surface contamination.
4. Visually inspect the container and seal any holes or damage with duct tape. Do not attempt to break, crush, or otherwise disturb the material.
5. Before any movement, wet the area and the material using a fine mist of water with a surfactant.
· Use a commercial surfactant spray or 1- part mild detergent to 10 parts water solution.
· Spray above the material to capture airborne fibers; allow to settle onto the surface.
6. Avoid direct contact; use a shovel to carefully transfer wetted material into a container.
7. Place all wetted waste into:
· A sealed, rigid container, or double 6-mil plastic bags.
· Seal with duct tape. 
· Label each container clearly with “Asbestos Waste” or an official asbestos warning label.
4. Incident Reporting
Any incident involving friable asbestos must be documented and reported to the Facility Manager and follow internal procedures for hazardous material eosure and response.
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