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	SOP 4.21 Pharmaceutical Wastes
General Guidance for HHW Programs


1.	Introduction
This Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) program accepts many types of hazardous materials; this Standard Operating Procedure provides guidance to ensure proper acceptance, processing and shipment requirements are followed for safe and efficient acceptance of pharmaceutical wastes.
2.	Training requirements	
[bookmark: 1960.12(a)]2.1	Determine designated staff. The dedicated Program staff to ensure compliance and proper household hazardous waste (HHW) processing is the [Facility Manager]. This person shall ensure facility staff successfully completes all required training.
2.2	Include site-specific information. Training shall be specific to program needs and job expectations and be presented in a manner staff comprehends (e.g., language barriers).
2.3 	Safety requirements. Ensure PPE use for staff processing HHW to minimally include nitrile gloves, Tyvek or chemically resistant apron and sleeves and eye protection.
[bookmark: _Toc37090769]3.	Minnesota Hazardous Waste Rules
· Definition of Pharmaceutical Waste
Pharmaceutical waste includes all expired, unwanted, or unusable prescription and over-the-counter medications. Due to regulatory restrictions established by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), this Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Program is limited in the types of pharmaceuticals it is permitted to collect. All pharmaceutical containers presented for disposal will be immediately examined by Program staff to determine their eligibility for acceptance.
· Controlled Substances
This Program is not authorized to accept controlled substance pharmaceuticals, as defined by the DEA. Only DEA-licensed reverse distributors and law enforcement agencies with explicit authorization may possess these substances. Special protocols and additional requirements apply to pharmaceutical collection events held in coordination with law enforcement. Please note there is a significant and growing market for all types of pharmaceuticals, resulting in an increased risk of diversion.
· Prohibited Disposal Methods
The Program will not dispose of pharmaceutical waste via sewer systems, including both on-site and municipal systems. Improper disposal, such as flushing medications or discarding them in regular trash, can lead to serious environmental harm, pose health risks to humans and animals, and increase the potential for accidental exposure.

· Safety Procedures for Handling
All personnel handling loose or uncontained pharmaceuticals must wear protective gloves to prevent dermal exposure and absorption. Due to the extreme toxicity of chemotherapy agents, it is strongly recommended that this Program does not accept chemotherapy-related pharmaceutical waste.
· Methamphetamine
Products used in manufacturing process of methamphetamine are not considered to be a controlled substance and can     be managed by this Program. However, this Program shall not accept finished methamphetamine drugs or other controlled substances. Contact the local law enforcement agency to report the discovery of finished product, needles, or any other drug paraphernalia and provide disposal instruction using the State contracted hazardous waste disposal contractor. Staff shall be aware of potential risks of managing meth lab wastes including hard-to-identify and acutely hazardous wastes. Use caution while managing containers with raw meth material (e.g., product, liquid, solid by-products) as chemical exposure dangers may remain. Be especially cautious of containers that may hold hydrochloric or sulfuric acids (often arrive in gallon gas cans with a hose taped to the spout). Acute hazards also include:
· Lithium and sodium metals may be explosive with water.
· Phosphine gas may be toxic and explosive with air.
· Red phosphorus may be flammable and explosive.
· Anhydrous ammonia is a corrosive inhalation and contact hazard.
· Acids and bases are a contact hazard.
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 SOP  4.2 1   Pharmaceutical   Wastes   General Guidance for HHW Programs  

1.   Introduction   This Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) program accepts many types of   hazardous  materials; this  Standard Operating Procedure provides guidance to ensure proper acceptance, processing and  shipment requirements are followed for safe and efficient acceptance of   pharmaceutical   wastes .   2 .   Tra ining requirements     2.1   Determine designated staff.  The dedicated Program staff to ensure compliance and   proper  household hazardous  waste   (HHW)  processing  is the [ Facility   Manager ]. This person shall  ensure facility staff successfully completes all required training.   2.2   Include site - specific information.  Training shall be specific to program needs and job  expectations and be presented in a manner staff comprehends (e.g., language barriers).   2.3    Safety requirements.   Ensure  PPE use for staff processing  HHW to  minimally includ e   nitrile  gloves, Tyvek  or chemically resistant  apron   and  sleeves and eye protection.   3.   Minnesota Hazardous Waste Rules      Definition of Pharmaceutical Waste   Pharmaceutical waste   includes all expired, unwanted, or unusable prescription and over - the - counter medications. Due to regulatory restrictions established by the U.S.  Drug Enforcement  Administration   (DEA), this Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Program is limited in the types of  pharmaceuticals it is permitted to collect. All pharmaceutical containers presented for disposal  will be immediately examined by Program staff to determine their eligibility for   acceptance.      Controlled Substances   This Program is not authorized to accept controlled substance pharmaceuticals, as defined by the  DEA. Only DEA - licensed reverse distributors and law enforcement agencies with explicit  authorization may possess these substances. Special protocols and additi onal requirements apply  to pharmaceutical collection events held in coordination with law enforcement. Please note there  is a significant and growing market for all types of pharmaceuticals, resulting in an increased risk  of diversion .      Prohibited Disposal Methods   The Program will not dispose of pharmaceutical waste via sewer systems, including both on - site  and municipal systems. Improper disposal ,  such as flushing medications or discarding them in  regular trash ,  can lead to serious environmental harm, pose health risks to humans and animals,  and increase the potential for accidental exposure.    

