m

MINNESOTA POLLUTION
CONTROL AGENCY

Wastewater
Treatment Facility
and Collection

System Operators’

Conference

Buffalo Wastewater Treatment Plant

November 18-20, 2025
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The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s (MPCA)
Certification and Training Unit welcomes you to the
87th Wastewater Facility and Collection System
Operators’ Conference! We hope you will find this
year’s program interesting and informative. Our
exceptional planning committee has worked hard to
design a program loaded with topics suggested by
you!

We encourage you to review the agenda and select
tracks that are most interesting to you. Of course,
take time to network with fellow attendees and
don’t forget to visit the vendors during the trade
show on Day 2. We gratefully acknowledge the
contributions of all involved in putting together this
conference - the Planning Committee, developers,
speakers, moderators, and vendors.

Finally, we thank you - the participants - for your
support. You are the reason we do this. Enjoy the
conference!

The Training Team
Nick, Anne, Don, Alexa, Tracy, and Christi

Attendance Sheets

To receive certification contact hours, you must
fill out an attendance sheet for each session you
attend. Attendance sheets will be available towards
the end of each session (morning and afternoon).

Online Conference Survey

Please share your comments and feedback about
the 2025 conference online. The survey is brief and
your feedback helps us focus on your wants and
needs for the coming year. You may use a computer
or your mobile device to access the conference
evaluation using the QR code below. You can also
obtain a paper copy at the registration desk if you
would prefer to submit comments that way. Thanks
for your help to make this conference better!
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General Information

Breakfast — Continental breakfast Tuesday &
Wednesday. Hot Breakfast Thursday.
Breakfast is served in the hallway outside
Northland Ballroom. Name badge required.

Lunch - Your name badge is required for lunch
Tuesday and Wednesday.
(No lunch on Thursday.)

Breaks - Breaks held in the hallway outside the
Northland Ballroom.

Smoking - Smoking is not allowed in the
Conference Center.

Contact hours - To receive 16 direct contact hours,
you must attend Tuesday until 4:00 pm,
Wednesday until 4:00 pm, and Thursday
until noon. Those attending the conference
will receive 16 wastewater contact hours.

Vendor drawing - Prize winners will be posted
during the Wednesday Vendor show. You
must be present to win.

Ask MPCA - MPCA staff will be available in the
hallway adjacent to the Northland Ballroom
to answer any questions you may have.
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Tuesday Morning
General Session Northland Ballroom
Developers: Nick Haig
8:00 Welcome - Nick Haig
8:05 MPCA Wastewater Update -
Commissioner Katrina Kessler

8:30  How Different Cultures Value Water and
How to Use That Knowledge to Inform
QOutreach and Workforce Development -
Mae Davenport

Break
9:30

Type IV Refresher Lake Huron

Developer: Cory Schultz
8:00 Logistics & Introductions -
Cory Schultz, Sherry Bock, Lauren Bammert

8:30  Biosolids and PFAS Updates -
Cory Schultz, Sherry Bock
9:30  Break

9:45  Met Council’s PFAS Source ID -
Tina Nelson, Salomeh Rostami

10:20  Little Falls WWTP PFAS Source ID
Investigation — Matt Streit, Brian Zapzalka

11:05  Finding Energy Efficiency -
Paul Hoeschen
Lunch Break

1:00  Drinking Water Supply Management Area
Parameters - Chad Anderson

1:35 Brainerd Public Utilities WWTP Biosolids
Program - Charlie Gammon

2:15 Break

2:30  Biosolids Annual Report -
Lauren Bammert

3:15 Biosolids Site Approval/Slope -
Cory Schultz

No IBP Content

No Exam

Contact Hours: 6 Type IV or 6 Wastewater

Pre-registration required for this class



Tuesday Morning

CS - Collection System Hennepin
o&M Salons 1 & 2

Developers: Dianne Mathews,
Carol Blommel-Johnson

10:00 Lake Elmo Tunneling Project - Interceptor
Installation Under [-94 - Tom Jauquet
10:35 Ignitable Fluids Investigation: How Met
Council Investigated and Managed a
Sewer Explosion in Minneapolis on
June 30, 2022 - Tina Nelson
11:05  MCES Metering System - Ryan Vial,
Mike Bistodeau

CS - Lift Station Retrofits  Arbor Lakes
and Replacements
Developer: Anthony Theisen
10:00 Lift Station Retrofits and Replacements -
Ken Pasco, Anthony Theisen
10:40 Break

10:50  Lift Station Retrofits and Replacements -
Ken Pasco, Anthony Theisen

WW - Working with Certified Elm Creek
Laboratories Amphitheatre
Developer: Katie Rinker

10:00 Thinking About What You Need Before
Submitting Samples - Katie Rinker

10:25  Chain of Custody, Reading a Lab Report,
and Sample Usability - Katie Rinker

10:50 Updates From the MPCA Laboratory
Certification Program - Katie Rinker

1115 Open Time for Q&A - Katie Rinker



Tuesday Morning / Afternoon

WW - Nutrients Hennepin Salon 3
Developer: Emily Zanon
10am-12pm
Future Water Quality Trading Initiatives -
Marco Graziani

Water Quality Trading 101 - Emily Zanon
Trade Project Showcase -
Bruce Henningsgaard

WW - Stabilization Minnesota Salon 2
Ponds
Developers: Brad Gillingham, Taylor Olson

10:00 Minneota Primary Structure and Lift
Station Upgrade - Trent Bruce
10:45 Break

10:55 Stabilization Pond Maintenance Concerns
- Brad Gillingham, Taylor Olson, Paul Plaetz

WW - Emerging Issues Minnesota
and Technologies Salon 1
Developer: John Friel

10:00 Emerging Wastewater Trends, Challenges,
and Technologies: Updates for 2025 and
Beyond - John Friel

10:30 Data Centers and You: What Do They
Want and What Should You Know? -
Leigh Henning

11:15 PFAS in Wastewater: Where Do they
Come From, and How Much Will It Cost?
- Ali Ling

Lunch
11:30, 12:00 Depending on Session



Tuesday Afternoon

CS - Collection System Hennepin
o&M Salons 1 & 2

Developers: Dianne Mathews,
Carol Blommel-Johnson

12:40 Inspection Technologies - CCTV, Laser,
etc. - Mike Olerich
1:10 Collection System Programs - Isaac Raser

1:40  Operator Challenges, Troubleshooting,
and Solutions - Robert Walton, Ben Carey

2:10 Break

2:40  Impact of Collection System Inputs on
H2S and WRRF Nutrient Removal -
Sarah Hanson, Jared Johnson,
Adam Sealock, Hannah Molitor

3:10  Air Release Valve Maintenance -
Sean Mackey, Ben Carey

CS/WW - Behind the Flow: Hennepin
A Tour of Otsego’s Membrane Salon 3
Bioreactor Treatment Plant

Developers: Todd Anderson, Don Berger

Take a guided look inside the newly upgraded
Otsego West Wastewater Treatment Facility. This
tour highlights advanced treatment processes,
including fine screening, biological treatment,
Membrane Bioreactor, UV disinfection, and low-
energy cascade aeration before final discharge to
the Otsego Creek. Attendees will also gain insight
into evolving safety practices and equipment used
across the industry — Nicholas Beste, Robert Small,
Andy Lindenfelser, Kurt Neidermeier, Scott Schaefer

12:30 Board Bus
12:45  Bus Departs the Marriott
4:00 Bus Arrives Back at the Marriott

Pre-registration required for tour.



Tuesday Afternoon

CS/WW - Retirement Northland
Planning Ballroom

Developers: Don Berger

12:30  Social Security - Securing Today and
Tomorrow - Sara Cavello

1:15 From New Hire to Retire - Stacy Martin

2:05  Break

2:35 Learn Today; Love Your Tomorrow -
Eric Smith

3:00  MSRS Pension, Deferred Compensation,
and Health Care Savings - Eric Smith

WW - Sulfate Minnesota Salon 1

Developers: Ashley Kneemueller

1:00 Importance of Wild Rice - Nancy Schuldt

1:30 Sulfate 101 - lan Babson, Meghan Hemken,
Dennis Wasley

2:10 Break

2:40  More than Variances: A Wholistic Approach
to Sulfate - lan Babson, Kaity Taylor,
Dennis Wasley

3:40  Regulatory Updates - Ashley Kneemueller

WW - Wastewater Arbor Lakes

Microbiology & Process Control

1:00

2:00
2:30

Developer: Marcus Weikert

Wastewater Microbiology & Process
Control - Marcus Weikert
Break

Wastewater Microbiology & Process
Control Continued - Marcus Weikert
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Wednesday Morning

CS/WW - Managing Risks Elm Creek
and Liabilities Amphitheatre
Developer: Don Berger

8:00 LMC Sewer Tool Kit - Troy Walsh
9:00 MNWARN - Tim Hewett

10:30  Locating utilities. Process, steps, and
misconceptions - Jolena Ware

11:00  Managing the Risks of Confined Spaces
- Steven Kosch

CS/WW - Collection & WW  Minnesota
System Upgrades Salon 1
Developers: Brian Gulden, Jennifer Svennes

8:00  Albertville WWTF Biosolids Improvements
- Morgan Salo

8:45  Otsego West WWTF Improvements -
Jason Benson

9:30  Case Study: Main Pump Station Startup
and Optimization - Jackie Strait

10:15  Break

10:45  Large Diameter Pipe/Trenchless
Technologies - BMI - Mitch Hoeft,
Brian Simmons

CS - Collection Systems Minnesota
Salon 2
Developers: Angie Craft, Tim Hewett
8:00  Using Fiber Optics to Find I/l - Matt Davis
(B&C)
8:30  Protecting a Park Using CIPP and CIPMH
Rehabilitation - Lexi Duve
9:00  Lift Station PM Fundamentals -
Matt Erickson
9:30  Bossen Terrace - Sanitary Project -
Francisco Juarez, Adam Shelton
10:00 Break
10:30 Navigating the Matrix of Trenchless

Methods for Large Sewer Renewal -
Sean O’Rourke

11:00  Maintenance Hole Rehab - Spray Lining-
Henneh Kota, Grant Raisanen

1"



Wednesday Morning

WW - Resource Recovery  Arbor Lakes
& Energy (Central States)
Developer: David Quast
8:00 Eagles Point Low DO System -
Lee Pinkerton

8:30  MnTAP Wastewater Efficiency Project
Results- Jon Vanyo

9:00 Blower Energy Savings at WRRF -
Paul Hoeschen

9:30  Energy Efficiency in Denmark 2025 -
Hannah Molitor

10:00 Break

10:30 Combined Heat and Power at Duluth’s
Resource Renew Facility - Charles Kimball

11:00  Energy Recovery From Biosolids Thermal
Treatment - David Quast

11:30 Q&A
WW - Regulations, Hennepin
Compliance & Assistance Salon 3

Developers: Paul Kimman, Brett Brehm
8:00  Variance Annual Submittals - Kaity Taylor,
lan Babson

8:30  Pollutant Management Plans -
Marco Graziani

9:00 LSTS and beyond - Lu Berry

9:30  Collection System Operation/Emergency
Requirements - Mark Hugeback

10:00 Break

10:15  Here to Help: Minnesota’s Technical
Assistance - Brett Brehm, Dave Hoffman

11:00  Roundtable Discussion: MPCA
Compliance, MPCA Technical Assistance,
Other Minnesota Technical Assistance
Providers - Kira Peterson



Wednesday Morning / Afternoon

WW - PFAS Hennepin
Salons 1 & 2

Developers: Kelsey Klucas, Sherry Bock

8:00 MPCA updates, PMPs, Sampling, Data and

More - Stephanie Lyons, SamMcClung,
Katie Rinker, Sherry Bock

9:00 Amara’s Law - Andria Kurbondski

9:40 Common and Unlikely Places to Find PFAS
in Communities - Jacob Knapp

10:30 Break

11:00  Biosolids Management Alternatives:
Technologies and More - Ali Ling,
Andy McCabe

Lunch
11:30, 12:00 Depending on Session

CS - Operator Roundtable Hennepin
Salons 1 &2
Developer: Anthony Theisen
12:30pm-2pm
CS Operator Roundtable - Dave Adams,

Cody Denucci, John Forsell, Ryan Prich,
Brad Timm

Please bring questions and solutions for
this open discussion.
CS/WW - Federal laws; Arbor
Drugs, Alcohol and CDLs Lakes
Developer: Chuck St. Martin

12:30pm-2pm
Federal laws; Drugs, Alcohol and CDL’s
Continued - Chuck St. Martin



Wednesday Afternoon

CS - Need-to-Know Process: Hennepin
Collection Systems Training Salon 3
& Certification
Developers: Mamadou Diallo, James Lipps
12:30-2pm
Overview of Certification - James Lipps,
Mamadou Diallo

Need 2 Know Process - James Lipps,
Mamadou Diallo

Collections Needs Assessment —
James Lipps, Mamadou Diallo

CS/WW - How to Minnesota
Overcome Sticker Shock Salon 2
with Your Council

Developers: Joel Peck
1-2pm  How to Overcome Sticker Shock with
your Council - Todd Hagen, Nick Anhut,
Brian Reilly

WW - eDMRs Minnesota
Salon 1
Developers: Ashley Kneemueller

1:00  DMR Basics & Walk-Through - Lu Berry

1:45 MPCA Updates - Rachel Parlin,
Ashley Kneemueller

CS/WW - Asset Elm Creek
Management Amphitheatre
Developer: Jeff Frost

1-2pm  Wastewater Asset Managment for small
systems - Jeff Frost

14
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Thursday N\orning

CS/WW - Making Waves: Hennepin
Building and Retaining Salons 1 & 2
Talent in the Water Workforce
Developer: Angie Craft
8:00 Water Workforce Pathways -
Michelle Stockness
8:30  Keeping Minnesota’s Water Flowing: How
Leaders Can Build and Retain the Next
Generation Workforce - Heather Polivka
9:00  MCES Apprenticeship Program -
Samantha Bean, Joe Leadley, Lee Engeswick
9:30  St. Paul College WUTT Program -
Steve Grossman
9:45  Minnesota North Training Programs -
O’Niell Tedrow
10:00 Break
10:30  MRWA's Apprentice Program -
Jeff Bemboom
11:00  MN Green Steps Cities and Tribal Nations
- Erica Bjelland
1115 Update on MPCA Certification -
Nick Haig
11:30  Panel Discussion - All Speakers

CS/WW - Cyber Security Minnesota

8:00

8:45

9:45

10:00

11:00

Salon 1
Developers: Angela Hary, Chris Gabbard

Cyber Threat Briefing: A strategic
Overview of Current Risks, Attack
Vectors, and Threat Actors Targeting
Water/Wastewater Systems — Mike Thell

Cyber Lifelines: Federal and State
Resources Available to Bolster your
Facility’s Cyber Resilience -

Chris Gabbard, Angela Hary

Break
Anatomy of a Breach: Walkthrough of a

Cyber Attack on a Water Facility -
Angela Hary

Cyber Threats Scenario: Test Your
Operational Resilience Against Cyber
Sabotage with a Tabletop Exercise



Thursday /\/\orning

WW - Industrial Arbor Lakes

Pretreatment Developer: Anne Hildebrand

8:00 Operator Resources for Significant
Industrial Users - Marcus Weikert

8:45  What Makes a Significant Industrial
User (SIU) — Case Study: Castle Danger
Brewery in Two Harbors - Lucas Heikkila

9:20  Grant Opportunity — MPCA Industrial
Innovation Program - Paul Beamer,
Aimee Foster

9:30  Met Council Permitting Process for
Breweries & Overview of Recent Changes
In the Industry (Seltzers, THC Drinks,
Root Beer Etc.) - Matthew Michaelis

10:15  Break

10:45  Evaluating Special Discharges - Including
Contaminated Discharges -
Jaramie Logelin

11:15 Industrial and Pretreatment C&E
Inspections - Kaitlynn Jasken

WW - Landfill Leachate Elm Creek
Amphitheatre

Developer: Shannon Thompson

8:00 Leachate Acceptance: Met Council’s
History and Experiences with Receiving
and Treating Landfill Leachate -

Tina Nelson

8:40 Removing PFAS from Landfill Leachate:
Comparing Two Pilot Studies -
Jon Novak

9:25  Kandiyohi County Solid Waste/Sanitary
Landfill 2025 Leachate Management
Demonstration Research Project Review
- Eric Xanderson

10:05 Break

10:35 PFAS in Landfill Leachate and Related
Media - Terry Johnson

11:30  Visit with the Experts - Panel Discussion

12:00 - Conference adjourns
(no lunch)

17



Anderson, Todd - General Repair Services
Berger, Don - MPCA

Blommel Johnson, Carol - MCES
Bock, Sheryl - MPCA

Brehm, Brett - MPCA

Craft, Angie - Minneapolis
Diallo, Mamadou - MPCA

Friel, John - Stantec

Frost, Jeffrey - MRWA

Gabbard, Chris - CISA
Gillingham, Brad - MPCA
Guldan, Brian - Bolton & Menk
Haig, Nick - MPCA

Hary, Angela - MNIT

Hewett, Timothy - St Cloud
Hildebrand, Anne - MPCA
Kimman, Paul - MPCA

Klucas, Kelsey - UofM
Kneemueller, Ashley - MPCA
Lipps, James - MPCA

Marrin, Matthew - Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Mathews, Dianne - SEH

Olson, Taylor - MPCA

Peck, Joel - MPCA

Quast, David - SEH

Rinker, Katie - MPCA

St. Martin, Charles - Retired
Svennes, Jennifer - Nero Engineering
Theisen, Anthony - Electric Pump
Thompson, Shannon - MPCA
Weikert, Marcus - MRWA

Zanon, Emily - MPCA

18



Adams, David - Forest Lake
Anhut, Nick - Ehlers
Babson, lan - MPCA
Bammert, Lauren - MPCA
Beamer, Paul - MPCA
Bean, Samantha - MCES
Bemboom, Jeff - MRWA
Benson, Jason - AE2S
Berry, Lu - MPCA

Beste, Nicholas - Otsego
Bistodeau, Michael - MCES
Bjelland, Erica - MPCA
Bock, Sheryl - MPCA
Brehm, Brett - MPCA
Bruce, Trent - DGR Engineering

Carey, Benjamin - Wester Lake Superior Sanitary
District

Cavallo, Sarah - Social Security Administration
Davenport, Mae - UMN

Davis, Matthew - Brown and Caldwell
DeNucci, Cody - Stillwater
Diallo, Mamadou - MPCA
Duve, Lexi - Foth

Engeswick, Lee - MCES
Erickson, Matthew - St Cloud
Forsell, John - Becker

Foster, Aimee - MPCA

Friel, John - Stantec

Frost, Jeffrey - MRWA
Gabbard, Chris - CISA
Gillingham, Brad - MPCA
Graziani, Marco - MPCA
Grossman, Steve - Eagan
Hagen, Todd - Ehlers

Haig, Nick - MPCA

Hanson, Sarah - MCES

Hary, Angela - MNIT

Heikkila, Lucas - Bolten & Menk



Speakers

Hemken, Meghan - MPCA
Henning, Leigh - Stantec
Henningsgaard, Bruce - MPCA
Hewett, Timothy - St Cloud

Hoeft, Mitch - Bolten & Menk
Hoeschen, Paul - MRWA

Hoffman, David - Blooming Prairie
Hugeback, Mark - MPCA

Jasken, Kaitlynn - MPCA

Jauquet, Thomas - MCES

Johnson, Jared - MCES

Johnson, Terry - Waste Management
Juarez, Francisco - Minneapolis
Kessler, Katrina - MPCA Commissioner
Kimball, Charles - Resource Renew
Knapp, Jacob - Antea Group
Kneemueller, Ashley - MPCA

Kota, Henneh - Minneapolis
Kurbondski, Andria - MPCA
Leadley, Joe - MCES

Lindenfelser, Andrew - Otsego
Ling, Ali - University of St Thomas
Lipps, James - MPCA

Logelin, Jaramie - MPCA

Lyons, Stephanie - MPCA

Mackey, Sean - WLSSD

Marrin, Matthew - Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration

Martin, Stacy - PERA

McCabe, Andy - Barr Engineering Company
McClung, Samantha - MPCA

Michaelis, Matthew - MCES

Molitor, Hannah - MCES

Neidermeier, Kurt - Otsego

Nelson, Martina - MCES

Novak, Jonathan - Northeast Technical Services
Olerich, Mike - MCES

Olson, Taylor - MPCA
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O’Rourke, Sean - Hazen and Sawyer
Parlin, Rachel - MPCA

Pasco, Ken - Electric Pump
Peterson, Kira - MPCA

Pinkerton, Lee - MCES

Plaetz, Paul - MRWA

Polivka, Heather - Awesome People Leaders
Prich, Ryan - Mound

Quast, David - SEH

Raisanen, Grant - Hiperline

Raser, Isaac - MCES

Reilly, Brian - Ehlers

Rinker, Katie - MPCA

Rostami, Salomeh - MCES

Salo, Morgan - Bolton & Menk
Schaefer, Scott - AE2s

Schuldt, Nancy - Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

Schultz, Cory - MPCA

Sealock, Adam - MCES

Shelton, Adam - Brown and Caldwell

Simmons, Brian - Bolton & Menk

Small, Robert - Otsego

Smith, Eric - MSRS

St. Martin, Charles - Retired

Stockness, Michelle - Freshwater

Strait, Jackie - HR Green

Streit, Matthew - Little Falls

Taylor, Kaity - MPCA

Tedrow, O’Niell - MN North College - Vermillion
Campus

Theisen, Anthony - Electric Pump

Thell, Mike - MNIT

Timm, Brad - Alexandria Lake Area SD

Vanyo, Jon - UofM

Vial, Ryan - MCES

Walsh, Troy - League of Minnesota Cities

Walton, Robert - WLSSD
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Speakers/Room Presiders

Ware, Jolena - Gopher State One Call
Wasley, Dennis - MPCA

Weikert, Marcus - MRWA

Xanderson, Eric - Kandiyohi

Zanon, Emily - MPCA

Zapzalka, Brian - Little Falls

Room Presiders

Anderson, Todd - General Repair Services
Berger, Don - MPCA

Blommel Johnson, Carol - MCES
Brehm, Brett - MPCA

Craft, Angie - Minneapolis
Doucette, Elise - MPCA

Friel, John - Stantec

Guldan, Brian - Bolton & Menk
Hildebrand, Anne - MPCA

Keegan, Bill - Dem-Con

Kersey, Alexa - MPCA

Kimman, Paul - MPCA

Klucas, Kelsey - UofM

Lynne, Eric - Donohue & Associates, Inc.
Mathews, Dianne - SEH

Peck, Joel - MPCA

St. Martin, Charles - Retired
Svennes, Jennifer - Nero Engineering
Theisen, Anthony - Electric Pump
Weikert, Marcus - MRWA
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Exhibitors (as of 10/27/2025)

A. W. Research Labs

AE2S

Alden Pool

Apex Engineering Group
Bolton & Menk

ChemTreat

Core & Main

Cretex Specialty Products
DGR Engineering

Fergus Power Pump

Flow Control Automation Inc
Hach Company

Hiperline

Hose Pros Inc
Kodru-Mooney

Mantech

MDE Literacy Minnesota
Minnesota Pump Works
Nero Engineering
Relevant / J&W Instrument
Shat-R-Shield Lighting
Tech Sales

Thul Specialty Contracting
TNEMEC

Tri-State Pump & Control
USA Blue Book
Visu-Sewer

23



Printed on recycled paper.



