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            The Chippewa River is located in the Chippewa River watershed of the Minnesota River basin; it  originates in northeast Douglas County and flows about 130 miles southwest to Montevideo, where it enters the Minnesota River. The watershed drains a 2,080 square mile basin. The Chippewa River flows through the counties of Douglas, Grant, Pope, Stevens, Swift, and Chippewa; portions of the counties of Otter Tail and Kandiyohi are included within the watershed.


The geology of the Chippewa River watershed includes a complex mixture of moraines and till, lake deposits, and outwash plains. The hilly moraines result in a high potential for erosion of sediment into streams. The northeast part of the watershed tends to be hillier, wooded, and more easily eroded, while the southwest portion tends to be flatter with more agricultural land use. Nearly 90% of the land is privately owned. Agriculture accounted for approximately 68% of the available acres in 1996. Corn and soybeans make up a majority of raised crops, and small grains, hay, and grasslands make up the majority of the balance.
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 Chippewa River Watershed water assessment and trends update (wq-ws3-07020005d)
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 Summary of the Chippewa River Watershed monitoring and assessment report (wq-ws3-07020005c)


      



	
  
  
            
 Chippewa River Watershed stressor identification report update 2024 (wq-ws5-07020005c)


      



	
  
  
            
 Chippewa River Watershed Biotic Stressor Identification Report (wq-ws5-07020005a)


      



	
  
  
            
 Summary of the Chippewa River Watershed biotic stressor identification report (wq-ws5-07020005b)


      



	
  
  
            
 Chippewa River Watershed hydrology analysis (wq-ws1-10)
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 Chippewa River Watershed TMDL report (wq-iw7-42e)
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 Chippewa River Watershed TMDL: EPA approval letter  (wq-iw7-42g)


      



	
  
  
            
 Chippewa River Watershed WRAPS report (wq-ws4-24a)
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 Summary of the Chippewa River Watershed WRAPS report (wq-ws4-24b)


      




Additional TMDL projects
	
  
  
            
 Pope County 8 Lakes TMDL report (wq-iw7-35e)
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 Pope County 8 Lakes TMDL: EPA approval letter (wq-iw7-35g)


      



	
  
  
            
 Chippewa River un-ionized ammonia TMDL: Fact sheet (wq-iw7-03a)
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 Chippewa River un-ionized ammonia TMDL: EPA approval letter (wq-iw7-03g)


      



	
  
  
            
 Chippewa River fecal coliform TMDL: Fact sheet (wq-iw7-06a)
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 Chippewa River fecal coliform TMDL: EPA approval letter (wq-iw7-06g)


      



	
  
  
            
 Chippewa River fecal coliform and turbidity TMDL implementation plan (wq-iw7-06c)
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 Chippewa River fecal coliform and turbidity TMDL implementation plan: MPCA approval letter (wq-iw7-06n)


      



	
  
  
            
 Fact sheet on the Chippewa River turbidity TMDL (wq-iw7-19a)
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 Chippewa River turbidity TMDL: Findings of fact (wq-iw7-19n)


      






          


  
    More information

              	Pope Soil and Water Conservation District
	Pope County Land and Resource Management



          


  
    
          
                                            Contact

                                    

    
                        
          
            Paul Wymar

      
            Watershed project manager
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            paul.wymar@state.mn.us
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Tracking the action

      
            
            See actions taken in Minnesota’s watersheds to meet water-quality goals and milestones: WRAPS, TMDLs, best practices, wastewater, and money spent.


      

            
              
          
            
  
    
    Learn more
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Water quality assessment data

      
            
            Tribal, federal, state, and local partners. View and download results of monitoring and assessment decisions for Minnesota waters based on designated uses and watersheds.


      

            
              
          
            
  
    
    See the data
  


      
      



      

          

              

    

  



      

              
            Watersheds: Water research library
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Water research library

      
            
            The Minnesota Department of Agriculture maintains the Minnesota Water Research Digital Library, an inventory of water research relevant to the state since 2000.


      

            
              
          
            
  
    
    Go to the library
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