
 

 

Expand local waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and 
composting opportunities 

Program updates will add opportunities for local governments to invest in waste 
prevention and reuse   
 
Challenge 

The Capital Assistance Program (CAP) and 
Greater Minnesota Recycling and Composting 
Grants Program (GRMNRCG) help local 
governments expand their recycling initiatives 
and finance the cost of building recycling 
infrastructure. Without this state assistance, 
some local governments have difficulty 
financing updates to recycling and composting 
services. Current state statute limits the 
amount of a CAP grant to $2 million per 
county per project – an amount that has not 
increased since 1985.   

Demand for these programs is exceeding our current level of funding. In 2020, 10 projects sought $49 
million in CAP funding, however, only five projects were awarded grants with a total of $25.8 million in 
funding. During the same period, the agency received 18 applications for GRMNRCG assistance, but 
only 10 projects were funded. 
 

Proposal 

This proposal raises the limit for Capital Assistance Program grants from $2 million per project to $5 
million per project. The higher cap helps to account for increased construction costs since 1985. The 
proposal also expands eligibility for both types of grants to include projects that address waste 
prevention and reuse.  

Finally, the proposal modifies application requirements for the program so that applicants must assess 
community input on their projects, review how the project might impact people who live in areas with a 
disproportionate impact from pollution and evaluate the environmental impact on greenhouse gas 
emissions that may result from their project.  

 

Why it’s important 

Both programs already support community-led efforts to divert waste from landfills, which can reduce 
solid waste management costs and pollution, now and in the future. Waste prevention and reuse of 



items have the greatest environmental and large economic benefits (e.g. reduced water usage, 
greenhouse gas reductions, cost savings) of all the methods to manage solid waste. The Capital 
Assistance Program and Greater Minnesota Recycling and Composting Grants must evolve to support 
these types of projects to help communities realize increased environmental benefits. 

By expanding local infrastructure for waste reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting, communities 
can make meaningful progress toward extending the life of products, recapturing materials, and 
reducing various environmental impacts, such as greenhouse gas emissions and landfill growth.   
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