
 

 

Expedite brownfield redevelopment 

Establishing a revolving fund will provide more nimble support and technical assistance 
to brownfield redevelopment statewide. 

Challenge 

More than 10,000 properties in Minnesota are considered brownfields due to contamination. Soil and 
vapor contamination can pose risks at these sites to human health and the environment. Cleanup of 
this contamination can often be costly, complicated, and time consuming. The MPCA’s Voluntary 
Investigation and Cleanup (VIC) program provides technical assistance for the investigation, cleanup, 
and redevelopment of contaminated sites. The VIC program has grown substantially in the last 30 
years. The increased demand for program services and the growing list of environmental 
considerations have strained the agency’s ability to meet timeliness expectations. Property 
transactions and redevelopment activities operate on strict schedules, and delay in VIC services can 
directly impact clean-up and redevelopment projects.  
 

Proposal 

The proposal is to create a revolving fund for the agency’s Voluntary Investigation and Cleanup (VIC) 
program, similar to the existing petroleum remediation fund. This change would bring uniformity and 
consistency to the MPCA’s Brownfields program. The VIC program charges a flat rate of $150 per hour 
to provide services to enrolled cleanup sites. A portion of these receipts would be used to create the 
revolving fund rather than add a burden to taxpayers. The revolving fund would allow the agency to 
react and adjust staffing resources to respond quicker to customer demand. Interest in brownfield 
redevelopment correlates strongly with the health of the economy. 
 

Why it’s important 

When brownfields are successfully redeveloped, existing local businesses thrive and new businesses 
open, creating new jobs and housing opportunities. Since 1995, successful brownfield development 
projects have created or retained more than 50,000 jobs and created more than 20,000 housing units 
in Minnesota. Access to a revolving fund would help ensure that program users shoulder the financial 
responsibility rather than creating an additional burden to the taxpayer.  

 

For more information 
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Government Relations Director 
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