
 

 

Extend cleanup work in the St. Louis River Watershed 

Public engagement and future planning will be critical to an effective cleanup strategy.   

Challenge 

The St. Louis River Watershed covers 2,926 
square miles of northeast Minnesota, draining to 
Lake Superior. A study is currently underway to 
determine how mercury contamination should be 
addressed in the watershed’s lakes and rivers to 
meet the water quality standard for mercury and 
support healthy consumption of fish.  

The MPCA is focused on studying and addressing 
mercury contamination in the St. Louis River 
Watershed. Conversations with partners in the 
spring and summer of 2021 indicated a need to 
design a full public engagement process to 
support public engagement with the mercury contamination study. This includes engagement with a 
technical advisory team of federal, state, and tribal government partners, academics and the public, and 
integration of the result of that engagement into the technical study. This additional engagement 
requires additional time. 

 

Proposal 

This proposal extends for one fiscal year the availability of a $350,000 appropriation from the 2021 
Environmental Fund to the MPCA for a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) mercury study for the St. 
Louis River. The project began in FY 2022 and is expected to continue development work through 
September 2024, with public notice and submittal to EPA in FY 2025. 

The funds from this proposal will be used to purchase resources for developing the technical path 
forward for mercury contamination cleanup and facilitation of a public forum. After this initial work is 
completed, the remaining work will be completed with existing resources. The MPCA will partner with 
tribal governments, other governments, and state government entities to engage with citizens and 
stakeholders to complete this work. 

 

Why it’s important 

Mercury is toxic to humans and people can be exposed when eating fish pulled from waters with 
mercury contamination. The MPCA is prioritizing the St. Louis River mercury contamination study for 



many reasons, including the cultural and economic importance of fishing in the watershed and the 
exercise of tribal treaty rights. 

The MPCA will leverage the knowledge gained through this study to improve water quality in the St. 
Louis River watershed. The information gained from this process will help local planners effectively 
integrate actions and projects to reduce mercury pollution in the region to support the health of humans 
and wildlife living in Northeast Minnesota.   

 

For more information 

Tom Johnson 
Government Relations Director 
(651) 338-8955 
tom.e.johnson@state.mn.us 

Alexis Donath 
Legislative Coordinator  
(651) 373-9277 
alexis.donath@state.mn.us 
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