
 

 

Better understand PFAS in our water and soils  

Better data are needed to protect human health and the environment from harmful PFAS 

Challenge 

PFAS have been used in a wide array of consumer and 
industrial products since the 1940s. These chemicals do 
not easily break down, resulting in a relatively 
permanent reservoir that has lasting impacts on human 
health and the environment. The most extensively 
studied PFAS chemicals are perfluorooctonate sulfonate 
(PFOS) and perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA). They are 
known to negatively impact human health and increase 
risks of developing cancer. These two chemicals have 
been phased out by major manufacturers in the United 
States but remain present in industrial and commercial 
products as well as our waste.  

 

Proposal 

Governor Walz requests a $500,000 appropriation from the General Fund to the MPCA to understand 
baseline PFAS conditions in water and soils. The one-time funds will be used for analysis of PFAS in 
water at key water monitoring stations and to hire an outside vendor for a soil study that will require 
specialized lab resources. The data will also evaluate trends in PFAS in Minnesota’s waters and support 
the development of Clean Water Act compliance tools for PFAS. 
 

Why it’s important 

Studies show PFAS are ubiquitous in the environment with low levels showing up in our surface waters, 
groundwater, fish, sediment, precipitation, and soils. An understanding of “baseline” PFAS conditions 
will help MPCA determine what levels of PFAS found in a sample are “normal” given current levels of 
global contamination and what levels are cause for greater concern and require special treatment or 
disposal. As PFAS monitoring becomes a requirement of routine regulatory activities, these baseline 
data will be essential to developing guidance and policies for disposal of PFAS containing materials.  
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tom.e.johnson@state.mn.us 
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