
 

 

Address backlog in permitting, contamination clean-

up and other critical services 
 

Challenge 

Just like a private company, the cost of doing business for a state 
agency gets more expensive every year. Operating costs like 
salaries, rent, fuel and utilities, IT and legal services continue to 
grow. This cost growth puts pressure on agency operating 
budgets that remain flat from year to year without enacted 
increases. Agencies face challenging decisions to manage these 
costs within existing budgets and funds, while maintaining the 
services Minnesotans expect. 

Technology efficiencies implemented to produce savings in FY 
2021 will continue into FY 2022 and FY 2023. Cost savings from 
developing program efficiencies and moving to nearly paperless 
work during the pandemic is anticipated to be maintained 
indefinitely. Vacancies held during the pandemic will also help fill 
some gaps in areas of cost growth. However, these efficiencies 
will not meet the need to maintain current level of service 
provided by the agency.  

 

Proposal 

The Governor recommends additional funding of $5.602 million in FY 2023 and $5.602 million in each 
subsequent year to support the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s agency operations. This proposal 
will increase agency operating budgets to maintain delivery of current services. This increase is below 
the assumed level of inflation, acknowledging continued efficiencies achieved by the MPCA. 

For the MPCA, this funding will cover expected and anticipated employee compensation growth. 
Employee compensation in draft labor agreements is proposed to be 2.5% in FY22 and another 2.5% in 
FY23. This results in an overall increase to agency budgets  

 

Why it’s important 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s work is vital to ensuring that every Minnesotan has healthy 
air, sustainable lands and clean water. The agency also plays a vital role in business permitting and 
other failing to properly fund the MPCA risks current levels of service provided by the agency in the 
following ways:  



• Increased backlog in developing and reissuing land permits  

• Delayed project reviews and site assessments for construction or redevelopment 

• Reduced capacity for processing contracts and RFPs  

• Slowdown in problem investigation monitoring and standards  

• Reduced ability to respond to citizen complaints and address violations  

• Reduction in the number of records requests can that be fulfilled  

 

For more information 

Tom Johnson 
Government Relations Director 
(651) 338-8955 
tom.e.johnson@state.mn.us 

Alexis Donath 
Legislative Coordinator  
(651) 373-9277 
alexis.donath@state.mn.us 

 

mailto:tom.e.johnson@state.mn.us
mailto:tom.e.johnson@state.mn.us
mailto:alexis.donath@state.mn.us

