
Reduce waste through investments in waste 
reduction, reuse, recycling, and composting 

Grants will support multi-sector approach to reduce waste and create jobs 

Challenge

Despite ongoing efforts to prevent waste, 
expand reuse, recycling, and composting 
capacity and participation, nearly half of our 
waste is disposed of in a landfill or at a waste-
to-energy facility. A substantial amount of what 
we throw away could be prevented, eaten, 
reused, recycled, or composted. Expanding food 
rescue and recovery efforts can help food-
insecure Minnesotans, reduce climate impacts, 
and prevent additional landfilled waste.  

Proposal 

Governor Walz requests over $18.9 million in General Fund grant funding to support existing, 
successful waste prevention, reuse, recycling, and composting initiatives and supplement them with 
new programs. Specifically, the funds would be utilized for: 

• Prevention of wasted food and food rescue grants ($5 million)

• Recycling market facility development grants ($5.5 million)

• Compost and anaerobic digestion facility development and expansion grants ($5.5 million)

• Sustainable building and materials management ($1.7 million)

The existing grant programs to promote the prevention of wasted food and food rescue and 
recycling market development, are incredibly successful, and annual funding requests far exceed 
available funding. In addition, current funding only allows for the ability to support smaller projects.  
Two new grant programs would be created for compost and anaerobic digestion facility 
development and expansion and sustainable building and materials management. Additional 
funding would allow for more environmentally beneficial and larger scale projects to be funded. 

In addition to funding the grants, this request funds three temporary full-time employees to support 
this work for three years. 



Why it’s important 

Reducing our wasted food yields several measurable benefits: 

• Almost 20% of what we send to landfills could be eaten, supporting Minnesota households 
currently experiencing food insecurity (1 in 12 households) 

• The life cycle of materials, from material extraction through the end of a product’s useful 
life, can account for up to 42% of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

• Estimates suggest a family of four could save $1,200 annually by reducing their wasted food 

• The recycling, reuse, repair, and rental sector represents a sizable portion of Minnesota’s 
economy 

• 55,000 Minnesota jobs support the reuse, repair, and rental sector generating $5.8 billion 
annually 

• 60,000 Minnesota jobs support the recycling sector generating $15.7 billion annually  

The first two rounds of the prevention of wasted food and food rescue grant have funded eight 
projects with the $1 million allocated. However, each round there has more than over $3 million in 
project requests. 

The first two rounds of the recycling market development grant funded eight projects with the 
$800,000 allotted. During this time, the agency received 18 proposals requesting more than $2 
million.  

The success and demand for these two small programs demonstrate a significant interest in these 
resources.  

 

For more information 

Tom Johnson 
Government Relations Director 
(651) 338-8955 
tom.e.johnson@state.mn.us 
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Legislative Coordinator  
(651) 373-9277 
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