
 

 

Help communities reduce PFAS and other 

contaminants in wastewater 

Communities face costly upgrades to protect water quality, impacting their ability to 
invest in accelerating economic growth 

Challenge 

Managing and properly treating wastewater is 
expensive and resource-intensive. Reductions in 
pollutants like phosphorus, nitrogen, chloride, 
sulfate, mercury, and PFAS are necessary to 
ensure we protect Minnesota’s waters. These 
reductions put a particular strain on 
communities in Greater Minnesota that are 
working to accelerate their economic growth 
while also facing costly upgrades to their 
wastewater treatment systems. Small 
communities around the state also rely heavily 
on sub-surface sewage treatment systems that are often not functioning properly. Inadequate sewage 
treatment can result in drinking water contamination and pollution in lakes, rivers, and streams used 
for recreation. 

 

Proposal 

Governor Walz requests $2.175 million in a General Fund appropriation to support a grant program 
that provides technical assistance and grants to Greater Minnesota communities in their efforts to 
meet wastewater treatment pollutant limits and reduction requirements. These funds will provide 
critical support to communities that are trying to expand wastewater treatment capacity to allow 
economic growth, address underperforming sewage treatment systems, and address new limits or 
reduction requirements for difficult to treat pollutants. 

 

Why it’s important 

Reducing pollutants from wastewater systems is essential to protecting and improving Minnesota’s 
water quality. Currently, the cost of making these reductions falls on the community and their 
ratepayers. There are minimal resources and financial incentives available to provide technical 
assistance, evaluate treatment system alternatives, identify the most cost-effective solutions, explore 
innovative permitting approaches, and develop engineering plans when construction is needed. As a 



result, it is cost-prohibitive for Greater Minnesota communities to do this work while also working to 
accelerate their economic growth. This proposal would provide technical support and funding these 
communities need.   

 

For more information 

Tom Johnson 
Government Relations Director 
(651) 338-8955 
tom.e.johnson@state.mn.us 
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Legislative Coordinator  
(651) 373-9277 
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