


Minnesota Karst:  
More than just sinkholes

Disappearing (sinking) stream, 
Southeastern Minnesota

Aerial photograph of a sinkhole plain in Fillmore 
County.

Distribution of karst areas in Minnesota.
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Three dimensional schematic of a typical 
karst system.
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Impressions of fractures in the underlying 
shallow bedrock are apparent in a 
Wisconsin alfalfa fi eld.
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Isolated tree clusters on agricultural 
lands commonly mark the locations of 
sinkholes.
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A spring emerges from a southeastern 
Minnesota hillside.
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Multiple sinkhole collapses in a sewage 
pond at a southeastern Minnesota city.

D
an

 B
au

er

1
Close-up of one of the sinkholes that 
drained sewage to drinking water aquifers.
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Caves in Goodhue County that can act as 
conduits for rapid fl ow of groundwater.
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As seen here, much of southeastern Minnesota 
is characterized by thin soil cover over bedrock, 
leading to rapid infi ltration of water into the 
bedrock aquifers over the entire region.
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Horizontal and 
vertical 
fractures typical 
of the limestone 
in southeastern 
Minnesota 
provide paths 
for rapid 
movement of 
groundwater 
and pollutants.
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