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Reduce - to create less waste, so that there is less that must be
recycled or thrown away.
Example:
Using an automatic hand dryer
means there are no paper towels
to throw away.

Reuse - to buy things that can be used again and again, or to figure
out another way that item can be used.
Example:
Using your own ceramic cup at
work means there are no plastic
cups to throw away. You can
wash it and reuse it every day.

Recycle - instead of throwing an item in the garbage, to give it to a
person or company who will use it, or make something else with it.
Example:
Recycling your pop and food cans
means there will be less trash in a
resource recovery facility or landfill. Plus, a company can use the
old cans to make new cans.
2

Why reduce? Why reuse? Why recycle?

What happens to garbage after we throw it away?

Why are recycling, reducing and reusing good
ideas?
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Chapter 1
How Can You Reuse Household Goods, Clothes
and Toys?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. Do you go to garage sales? What do you buy?
2. What do you do with clothes that are too small?
3. Have you bought anything from a newspaper
classified ad?
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Vocabulary
1. charities (groups that help poor people or people in need)
donar cosas a la caridad
ha’ayd samo-fal

2. consignment

blagotvoritel;nost;

dobroãinstvo

koom haum pab neeg pluag

hÈi t˜ thiŸn

(to lend something to a store until they sell it for you)

consignación

komissionnyj tovar

ii iibi

tso kom luag muab muag

po‰iljka
g¯i høng {◊ bæn

3. donation (something you give to a charity)
donaciones

po'ertvovaniq

poklon

deeq

ib qho muab pub

quy‘n {Ê

4. donate (to give something to a charity)
donar

po'ertvovat;

ku deeq

muab pub

pokloniti
bi’u t»ng

5. garage sale (when people sell things they don’t need anymore, usually in
their garage, yard or driveway)
venta de garage

rasproda'a domawnego imu]estva v gara'e

Iib guri hortii lagu qabto

6. household goods

muag khoom qub

7. classified ads
anuncios
xayaysiis iib

bæn {Ê cÛ

(the things you have in your house)

cosas para usar en la casa
alaabta guriga

kori‰tena roba za prodaju

predmety domawnego obixoda
cuab yeej cuab tam

domaçinske stvari
vŒt dÙng trong nhø

(ads in the newspaper listing things people want to sell)
ob=qvleniq v gazete
ntawv qhia yuav muag khoom
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reklama
muÂn qu¿ng cæo

Household Goods
1. dishes
trastes o platos
posuda
posu√e
saxamo/suxuun
cov tais
d›a, chœn

2. furniture
muebles
mebel;
namje‰taj
saabaan/alaabta guriga sida miis, iwm
cov rooj tog
bøn, gh’

3. linens
ropa de cama
bel;\
rublje
maryaha guri
cov pam
v¿i vﬂc

4. mattress
colchones
matracy
madrac
furaash/joodari
lub txaj
nŸm
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Household Goods
5. silverware
cubiertos para comer
stolovoe serebro
srebreni pribor za jelo
weelka lacagta ah
cov diav rawg
vŒt dÙng b≈ng b¬c

6. toys
juguetes
igruwki
igraãke
caruur-maaweeliye
khoom ua si
{Ê chÍi
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Used household goods, clothes and toys can be reused and recycled.
Household goods are furniture, dishes, silverware, glassware, linens
and mattresses.
Clean, usable household goods, clothes and toys can be donated to many
organizations. Find out if your county has a Community Action Program that
takes donations. Churches often take donations. Depending upon where you
live, some organizations, like the Disabled Veterans and the Salvation Army, will
come to your home to pick up donations.
Look in the Yellow Pages telephone book under “thrift shops” or “furniture used,”
to find a place that takes donations. Some places only take furniture,
others only clothes, or toys. Call ahead to find out if they will take your items.
You can sell your clothes, and sometimes toys, on consignment. To sell on
consignment, you take the things you want to sell to a consignment store. The
store does not pay you until after it sells your things. They will keep 20% to
60% of the sale price. To find a store that will sell your things, look in the Yellow
Pages telephone book under “clothing consignment for resale.” Call them first,
to find out if they are able to take your things, before bringing your items in.
You can sell things yourself at a garage sale. It is a good idea to go to a few
garage sales first to see how they are handled. A few days before the garage
sale, take all of the items you no longer need, and set them up neatly in the
garage. Be sure to mark the sale price that you want for each item. It is a good
idea to put an ad in the paper that will tell other people the day, date, and time
of your sale. You will have to pay for the ad. Put some signs on the streets
near your home, so the people who are driving by will know about your sale.
You can also sell used items through the want ads in your local newspaper. You
will have to pay for the ad. Call your newspaper, tell them you want to place a
classified ad, and what you want the ad to say. Include your phone number.
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Exercise 1
Put the letter of the definitions next to the correct word.
1. ______ classified ads
2. ______ household goods
3. ______ garage sale
4. ______ consignment
5. ______ to donate

A. to lend an item to a store who will sell
it for you, then you are paid part of the
sale price after the item is sold
B. newspaper advertisements about
things people are selling
C. to give away
D. a sale of household goods, toys and
clothes at a person’s house
E. furniture, dishes, beds, blankets

Exercise 2
Answer the questions from the reading.
1. What kind of household goods, clothes and toys can be donated? ________
________________________________________________________________
2. What are the three ways you can sell furniture? ______________________
________________________________________________________________
3. What does a consignment store pay you for your items? _______________
________________________________________________________________
4. If I don’t want to sell things I no longer want, what can I do with them? ____
________________________________________________________________
5. Where can you find a place that will take donations? __________________
________________________________________________________________
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Exercise 3
These sentences are false. Cross out the wrong word or words, and
change these into true sentences.

1. Dirty, useless household goods can be devoted to many organizations.

2. Some organizations will come to your school to pick up donations.

3. Look in the Yellow Pages, under “Gift Shops” or “Furniture Refinishing,” to
find a place that will take your donations.

4. Some stores will sell things for you on conversation.

5. The consignment store will pay you before they sell your things.

6. A consignment store will keep 50% to 75% of the sale price.

7. You can also sell things yourself at a basement sale.

8. You could advertise your garage sale on TV.

9. You could also put fences on streets near your house.
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Exercise 4
1. You are talking with a friend. Finish the following dialog.
You: I don’t know what to do with these clothes. The kids have
outgrown them.
Friend: Why don’t you
You: How can I do that?
Friend: It’s easy. First you
then
You: Thanks for the information.
Friend: You’re welcome.

2. Repeat the same dialog starting with:
You: I don’t know what to do with this old furniture now that we’ve
bought new furniture.

3. Repeat the same dialog starting with:
You: I don’t know what to do with these old toys. The kids don’t
play with them anymore.
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Chapter 2
What Can You Recycle At Home?
How Can You Recycle It?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. Do you throw away empty cans and bottles?
2. What do you do with your old newspapers?
3. Did you recycle in your country?
4. If yes, what did you recycle?
12

Vocabulary
1. community (city, town, or area where you live)
comunidad

mjesna ili dru‰tvena zajednica

mesto 'itelstva, rajon

beel, xaafad

lub nroog

cÈng {Êng

2. crush (to make something smaller, so it takes up less space)
aplastar las latas

smrskati, zdrobiti

smqt;

burburi

tsoo

{– b”p, nghi÷n næt

3. tear down and flatten (to make something flat)
desarmar las cajas de cartón
sin

spl[]it;
ua kom pluav

spljo‰titi, izravnati
løm b≈ng ph∆ng, san b≈ng, løm d”p

4. newspaper inserts and supplements (extra advertising booklets and
papers that are added to the newspaper)
suplementos o papeles de los periódicos
gazetnye vkladywi i priloæeniq
uvrstiti I dopuniti
jariidad galis iyo boggaga dheeraadka ah ee wargees
ntawv hauv daim xov xwm thiab lwm yam

cæc h¤nh ¿nh vø gi`y b‘n trong

5. labels (on a container, the paper or plastic on which the name of the
product, and other information, is printed)
marquilla
warqadda magaca

`tiketki
ntawv qhia npe

etikete
nh¡n hiŸu

6. probably (usually true)
probablemente

veroqtno

vjerovatno

tej zaum

cﬂ th◊

remover

udalit;

ukloniti

ka qaad, ka jar

tshem

ay u dhawdahay/laga yaabaa

7. remove (to take something off)
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dÏi {i

Vocabulary Continued
8. rinse (to wash clean with water)
enjuagar

propoloskat;

dhaqdhaq

yaug

ispirati
s˙ sc (miŸng chai .......)

9. separate (to put like things in one place and different things in another
place, to keep things apart)
separar

razdelit;

kala saar

faib

odvojiti
ph…n ra, chia r“

10. sort (to arrange things according to kind, to put similar things together)
colocar las misma y el mismo color juntos
isku du’u inta is leh

rassortirovat;
yais

razvrstati, sortirati
l˙a, ch„n

11. caps and lids (tops from bottles and jars)
tapa
fur iyo dabool

probki i krywki

‰arafi i poklopci

cov hau thiab cov muab khwb

nƒp {Œy vø vung
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What You Can Probably Recycle From Your Home
1. drink cans
latas de gaseosa o cerveza
'estqnye banki iz-pod napitkov
konzervirano piçe
daasad/qasac cabitaan
cov poom dej
lon nıÎc uÂng

2. food cans
latas de comida
konservnye banki
konzervirana hrana
daasad/qasac cunto
cov kos poom zaub mov
{Ê hÈp

3. corrugated cardboard boxes
cajas de cárton
korobka iz gofrirovannogo kartona
narebriti kartoni
sanduuq/kartoon warqad lakabyo adag ah
tej thawv ntawv tuab
thÒng gi`y carton

4. glass bottles and jars
vidrios, botellas y jarras
steklqnnye banki i butylki
staklene fla‰e i galoni
quraarad/qarsho iyo daasad/qasac
hwj iav thiab taub iav
cæc chai thÚy tinh vø l„ b≈ng {`t
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What You Can Probably Recycle From Your Home
5. newspapers
periódicos
gazety
novine
wargeesyo
ntawv xov xwm
bæo høng ngøy

6. plastic bottles
botellas plásticas
plastmassovye butylki
plastiãne fla‰e
quraarad/qarsho caag ah
hwj yas
cæc b¤nh nh˙a

7. plastic water and juice jugs
envases plasticos de agua o de jugo
plastmassovye \mkosti iz-pod vody ili soka
plastiãni vrãevi za vodu ili skove
joogga/haanta caagga ah ee biyaha ama
cabitaanka kale
taub yas ntim dej los sis kua qab zib
b¤nh nh˙a {˙ng nıÎc hay, b¤nh nh˙a {˙ng nıÎc
træi c…y

8. plastic milk jugs
envases plásticos de leche
plastmassovye \mkosti iz-pod moloka
plastiãni mlijeãni kanisteri
joogga/haanta caagga ah ee caanaha
taub yas ntim mis
b¤nh nh˙a {˙ng s˘a
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What You Can Probably Recycle From Your Home
9.

aluminum foil and trays
lámina de aluminio o bandejas
al[minievaq fol;ga ili lotki
aluminijumska folija i tacne
warqad ama saxan aluuminiyoom ah
ntawv ci los sis cov tais
gi`y nh‰m vø khay

10. empty aerosol cans
latas de aerosol desocupadas
pustye a`rozol;nye ballony
prazne metalne boce od spreja
daasad/qasac buufiye ah
poom tsuag tshuaj uas tsis tshuav dab tsi hauv
lon chˆa kh⁄ aerosol

11. boxboard
cajas de cereal o galletas
kartonnye korobki
kartonska kutija
sanduuq/kartoon warqad lakab kaliya ah
thawv ntawv
hÈp gi`y cˆng

12. mixed paper and junk mail
toda clase de papel o papel de correo que no utilice
buma'naq produkciq, reklamnye materialy,
posylaemye po pohte
razni papiri i nevaÏna po‰ta
waraaqo isku dhafan iyo waraaqo xayaysiis ama xashiis ah

tej daim ntawv thiab ntawv khib nyiab
gi`y tÏ lÈn xÈn, hay thÍ tÏ b· {i
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What You Can Probably Recycle From Your Home
13. magazines
revistas
'urnaly
ãasopisi
wargeesyada duuban/majalad
tej phau ntawv
t¬p ch⁄

14. phone books
directorios teléfonicos
telefonnye knigi
telefonske knjige
buugga tilifoonnada
phau ntawv xov tooj
ni‘n giæm {iŸn tho¬i

15. paper grocery bags
bolsas de papel usadas en el supermércado
buma'nye mewki dlq produktov
papirne vreçice za namirnice
kolleyga/dambiilaha warqada ah ee dukaannada
hnab ntawv ntim zaub mov
ti {˙ng t¬p phÃm b≈ng gi`y
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WHAT YOU CAN RECYCLE

HOW TO RECYCLE IT

A. cans

You must rinse them clean.
You may have to remove paper labels.

B. corrugated cardboard

It must be clean.
You must remove staples.
You must flatten or tear down into 3’ x 3’ bundles.
You cannot recycle pizza or pop boxes.

C. glass bottles and jars

You
You
You
You

D. newspapers

They must be clean and dry.
Newspaper supplements and inserts can be recycled.
You must put them in a paper grocery bag or
recycling bin.

E. plastic bottles

They must be pop, milk, juice or water bottles.
You must rinse them clean.
You must remove caps or lids.
You may have to separate by type:
milk, juice and water jugs, pop bottles, soap,
shampoo, and detergent bottles.
Your city may recycle other plastic bottles.

F. aluminum foil or trays

You must rinse off food.

G. aerosol cans

You must remove caps.
They must be empty.

H. boxboard

You must remove any bags inside.
You must flatten and put them in a paper grocery bag.

I. mixed paper and junk mail

You can recycle typing and computer paper.
You can recycle envelopes, letters, ads and
brochures.
You must put them in a paper grocery bag.

J. magazines, catalogs and
phone books

You must put them in a paper grocery bag.

must rinse out food.
must remove caps and lids.
may have to remove foil labels.
may have to sort by color:
clear, brown or green glass.
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Exercise 1
Read the table on the previous page. Write down the name of what
to recycle next to the phrase of how to recycle it.
There can be more than one correct answer.

1. glass bottles and plastic bottles Take off caps and rings.
2. _________________________ Rinse out food.
3. _________________________ Flatten or tear down.
4. _________________________ Put in a paper grocery bag.
5. _________________________ Take off labels.
6. _________________________ Remove caps and lids.
7. _________________________ Sort by color.
8. _________________________ No pizza boxes.
9. _________________________ Remove any bags inside.
10. _________________________ Must be clean and dry.
11. _________________________ Must be empty.
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Exercise 2 - Fill in the Blanks

A. Cans

_________ labels and _______ them clean.

B. Corrugated cardboard

__________ or tear down. Must be
____________. _________ pizza boxes.

C. Glass bottles and jars

Rinse ___________ food. ________ caps,
lids and rings. __________ by color.

D. Magazines and catalogs

__________ them in a paper grocery bag.
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Exercise 2 Continued - Fill in the blanks

E. Newspapers

Must be _________ and dry. Put them in
a ______________ bin or _____________.

F. Plastic bottles

__________ them clean. __________ caps
and rings. Separate by _______________.

G. Mixed paper and mail

You __________ recycle cards, _________
_____________, ads and brochures. Put
them in a _________________________.

H. Boxboard

You must remove ______________ inside.
___________ and put them in a paper bag.
22

Exercise 3
NOTE: To do this exercise, you will need information about
recycling in your local community. If you don’t know, ask your
teacher to help you learn what you can recycle from your home.

Can you recycle these from your
home?

Yes, I can / No, I can’t

A. cans
B. corrugated cardboard
C. glass bottles and jars
D. newspapers
E. plastic bottles:
pop, milk, juice or water bottles
F. other plastic bottles:
shampoo, ketchup, others
G. aluminum foil or trays
H. aerosol cans
J. boxboard
K. mixed paper and junk mail
L. magazines and catalogs
M. phone books
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Exercise 4
Work with a partner. Look at the pictures. Use the information
from the table on page 19, to tell your partner how to recycle it.
Example 1.
A. What are you doing with these
cans?
B. I’m recycling them.
A. You need to rinse them first.
1. rinse them

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. ____________________

6. ____________________

7. ____________________
24

Chapter 3
When And Where Can You Recycle?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. Do you live in an apartment or a house?
2. Do you recycle at your home?
3. Where do you put things for recycling?
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Curb (the edge of the street, where it meets the yard)
If you live in a house, and are not sure where to put your recyclables, call the
city and ask. You probably put the things you are going to recycle by the curb.
The curb is the edge of the street, where it meets the yard. You can use the
recycling bin that your garbage hauler provides, or paper grocery bags. Never
use plastic grocery bags for this. Put the bins and bags next to the curb on the
evening before recycling day, or before 7:00 in the morning.

If you live in an apartment and are not sure where to put your recyclables, call
your landlord and ask. You probably have large recycling bins at the back of
your apartment building. If so, you don’t have to wait for a special recycling day.
You can put things in the recycling bins whenever you want. The bins will be
labeled. Sort your items carefully and put materials in the right bins. Don’t put
paper grocery bags in the same recycling bins as the cans or bottles. You can
reuse the paper bags, or recycle them by putting them in the bin that holds
newspapers.
26

Where do you keep things for recycling before recycling day?
House with a curbside recycling program:
Keep them in paper grocery bags or recycling bins, in your house or
garage. Carry them to the curb for recycling.
Apartment recycling program:
Every day is recycling day in an apartment. You can store things to
recycle in paper bags, or put them in the recycling bins every day.

Where do I recycle the things that my garbage hauler won’t take?
If you don’t have curbside or apartment recycling, you can take your recycling
items to a drop-off center. You can bring newspapers, other papers, plastic,
glass and cans all together to a drop-off center. You can separate them at the
drop-off center and put them in the correct recycling bin. There is more
information about what to take to drop-off sites, later in the book.

Do you have to recycle?
No, but it’s a good idea to recycle. It depends on the policies of the community
in which you live, but in some communities you will save money if you recycle.

Why is recycling a good idea?
It’s good for your community, which means it’s good for you. The recyclables
are sold to companies that can use them to make new products we all use. It
saves our natural resources when we can recycle something. Reusing and
recycling also reduces the garbage. Besides, it’s so easy to do.
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Exercise 1
These sentences are false. Cross out the wrong word or words, and
change these into true sentences.
1. If you live in an apartment you probably recycle at the curb.

2. You can put your recyclables in bins or plastic garbage bags, and put them
at the curb.

3. You should put your bins and bags outside before noon on recycling day.

4. Apartment buildings usually have one large recycling bin.

5. You don’t have to put things in the right bin.

6. You can put paper grocery bags in the same bin with the glass bottles.

7. If your garbage hauler does not pick up recyclables, you should just throw
everything in the trash.

8. You shouldn’t recycle because it is bad for your community.

9. It is against the law to put recyclable aluminum cans in the garbage.

10. Recycling will put more garbage in the landfill or resource recovery facility.
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Exercise 2
Look at the calendar and fill in all the missing words.

September

Su

M
1

7
Sunday
14
Second
Sunday
21
Sunday
28
Fourth
Sunday

Monday
8
Second
Monday
15
Monday
22
Fourth
Monday
29
Fifth
Monday

T
2
First
Tuesday
9
Tuesday
16
Tuesday
23

W
3

Th
4

10

17
Third
24

Tuesday
30

F

Sa

5

6

Friday
12

Saturday
13

11
Second
Thursday
18
19

25
26
Fourth
Thursday

Saturday
20

27

Tuesday

Exercise 3
Answer the questions.
1. What is the date of the first Wednesday? ____________________________
2. What is the date of the second Thursday? ___________________________
3. What is the date of the fifth Tuesday? _______________________________
4. What are the dates of the first and third Mondays? ____________________
5. What are the dates of the second and fourth Fridays? __________________
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Recycling Days

Once a month
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, once a month.
It’s the same day every month, for example, the third Friday or the
fourth Tuesday.

Twice a month
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, twice a month,
for example, the first and third Wednesdays. If there are five
Wednesdays in a month, they will not pick up on the fifth Wednesday,
because that would be every other week and not twice a month.

Every other week
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, every other
week. The first week they pick up, the second week they don’t. The
next week they pick up, and the week after that they don’t.

Once a week
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, the same day
every week. For example, they will pick up every week on Friday or
every week on Monday.

Holidays
If your usual recycling day is a holiday, like Thanksgiving or Christmas,
in most communities the recyclables will be picked up the day after
the holiday, unless that day is a Sunday. After that it returns to the
usual recycling schedule.

30

September

Su

M

T

W

Th

F

Sa

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

October

Su

M

T

W

Th

F

Sa

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

31

Exercise 4
1. What is the date of the second Monday in October?

___________

2. What is the date of the fourth Wednesday in September?

___________

3. What is the date of the third Thursday in September?

___________

4. Your recycling days are the first and third Tuesdays.
(a) What are the dates in September?
(b) What are the dates in October?

___________
___________

5. Your recycling days are twice a month, on the 9th and 23rd
of September. When is your next recycling day?

___________

6. Your recycling days are every other week, on the 9th and
23rd of September. When is your next recycling day?

___________

7. Your recycling days are on the 3rd and 17th of September.
When is your next recycling day?

___________

8. Your recycling day is once a month, on the 19th of September.
When is your next recycling day?
___________

Exercise 5
Work with a partner. Answer the questions about how you recycle.
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:

Do you live in a house or an apartment?
I live in ________________________________.
What do you recycle?
______________________________________.
Where do you put things for recycling?
______________________________________.
When do you recycle?
______________________________________.
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Chapter 4
What Is Household Hazardous Waste?
What Do Warning Labels Mean?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Did you use chemicals at home in your country?
Do you use household chemicals here?
Why are some chemicals dangerous?
What hazardous chemicals are in your house?
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Vocabulary
1. burns (injury to the skin from heat, fire or chemicals)
quemaduras

opekline

o'ogi

gubniin

caws pliav kub hnyiab

ph·ng

2. flammable (something that will catch fire and burn easily)
inflamable

ogneopasnyj

izgoretine

guban kara

txawj kub hnyiab

vŒt dÿ chæy

3. toxic (something which will make you sick if you eat, drink or breathe it)
veneno o toxico

qdovityj

toxiãnost

sun ah

tshuaj lom

ch`t {Èc

4. corrosive (a liquid that will burn your skin or eyes upon contact and, if you
drink it, it will burn your mouth and throat)
corrosivo

sredstvo koje nagriza

edkij

wax milaya/wax jara

tshuaj tom

5. caution - mild hazard

bﬁ √n m‡n

(this is a little dangerous to use, so be careful)

precaución (poco peligor)
predostroÏnost

predostere'enie vozmo'no neblagopriqtnoe vozdejstvie
is jir - khatar sahlan

xyuas xim--muaj ntsis xwm txheej p

6. warning - moderate hazard

ch ˚, s˙ nguy hi◊m nh·

(this is dangerous to use, so be very careful)

advertencia (moderado peligro) predupre'denie, povywennaq opasnost; neblagopriqtnogo vozdejstviq
upozorenje, opomena
digniin - khatar dhexdhexaad ah
ceev faj--muaj xwm txheej

7. danger - extreme hazard
peligro (mucho peligro)
khatar--khatar culus

c¿nh cæo, s˙ nguy hi◊m tÀm thıÏng

(this is extremely dangerous to use, so take
every precaution)
opasen

ceeb toom--muaj xwm txheej heev
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opastnost
nguy hi◊m, x¿y ra nghi‘m tr„ng

Vocabulary Continued
8. inhale (to breathe in)
inhalar
jiid neef/hawo jiid

vdyxat;

udisati

ua pa

h⁄t vøo

9. absorb (to enter your body through your skin)
absorber

upiti

pronikat;

liq/u gudub/ ku dux

ntxaum

ch`t h`p thÙ, th`m vøo

10. swallow (to drink, eat or injest something)
tragar o pasar
liq

proglotit;

progutati

nqos

nuÂt

11. chemical (man-made substance used for cleaning, gardening, etc.)
quimicos

ximiheskie ve]estva

kemikalije

cov tshuaj

ch`t hﬂa h„c

maado kiimiko ah

Hazardous Household Products
1. aerosol containers - flammable
aerosoles
a`rozol;nye ballonhiki
boce pod pritiskom sprejovi
daasad/qasac buufiye ah
cov poom tsuag tshuaj
lon chˆa arerosol
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Household Hazardous Products
2. cleaning solvents - flammable
solventes para limpiar
histq]ie rastvory
ãi‰ãenje otopinom
nadiifiye mile ah sida baansiin ama baatrool
cov tshuaj ntxuav khoom
nıÎc lau chÒi

3. gasoline - flammable
gasolina
benzin
benzin
baansiin/baatrool
roj tsheb
dÀu x√ng

4. kerosene - flammable
kerosene
kerosin
petrolej, kerozin
gaas
roj av
dÀu {Ât d–n, dÀu l¯a

5. oil-based paint - flammable
pintura do aceite
maslqnye kraski
uljana temeljna farba
rinji ku samaysan saliid
xim uas siv roj ua
dÀu - lÎp sÍn {Àu ti‘n
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Household Hazardous Products
6. paint thinner - flammable
aguarras o tiner
razbavitel; dlq krasok
razre√ivaã farbe
rinji furfure
tshuaj uas kom xim tsis nyeem
lÎp sÍn m·ng

7. paint stripper - toxic
liquido para quitar pintura
sredstvo dlq udaleniq kraski
ãistaç farbe
rinji fujiye
tshuaj uas tshem xim
ch`t tÃy sÍn

8. wood preservative - toxic
pintura para presevar la madera
propitohnyj sostav dlq dereva
specialna farba za za‰titu drveta
loox biyo ka-dhawre
tshuaj uas pab ntoo kav ntev
nıÎc sÍn b¿o qu¿n

9. pesticides - toxic
pesticidas
pesticidy
pesticidi
sun dulin ama cayayaan
cov tshuaj tua kab
thuÂc diŸt ruÊi, muËi, ki’n

37

Household Hazardous Products
10. rodent poison - toxic
veneno para ratas o roedores
krysinyj qd
otrov za glodavce
sun jiir ama dooli
cov tshuaj tua nas
thuÂc diŸt chuÈt

11. battery acid - corrosive
acido para baterias
`lektrolit
baterija sa kiselinom
asiidh dhagax/aashito baytari
hmoov roj teeb
b¤nh diŸn acqui

12. drain cleaners & toilet bowl cleaners corrosive
liquido para desinfectar o limpiar baños
sredstva dlq histki stokov i unitazov
suhi ãistaãi i kupasti ãistaãi WC-a
nadiifiye marin biyo iyo musqulaha ama baytalmayga

cov tshuaj ntxuav lub dab dej thiab qhov viv
thuÂc cÒi kh‰ ræo & r¯a cÀu ti‘u

13. oven cleaners - corrosive
quimicos para limpiar hornos
sredstva dlq histki kuxonnyx plit
ãistaç kutije od ‰pareta
nadiifiye foorno ama muufo
cov tshuaj ntxuav qhov cub
thuÂc lau chÒi b’p, l‡
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Be Careful!
Household hazardous products can hurt your children, pets
and you.
Be very careful when using all hazardous products, even
ordinary household cleaning products.
Many household products are hazardous because they are flammable, toxic, or
corrosive. Household hazardous products are chemicals. They can be
dangerous to people and the environment. They can be very dangerous if they
are swallowed, inhaled, mixed with other chemicals, thrown away or spilled.

Never mix 2 chemicals together. Even if they are relatively safe,
mixing them may cause a toxic gas, that you would inhale.
Bleach and ammonia, as an example, are extremely poisonous if mixed
together. Always read warning labels to be sure you are not mixing together
cleaners with these chemicals.

When you are using a product, never leave it unattended, even
for a moment. Both children and pets are very curious. As soon
as you are finished, store the
product safely away. Be
careful with it. Store it away
from heat so it will not start a
fire. It is important to keep
all chemicals up high and out
of the reach of children.
If you must use a product that is hazardous, try not to buy extra. Buy only what
you need for the job. This is one instance when you do not want to buy a big
container to save money. Safety is more important. Remember, it’s better to
use all of a product for it’s proper purpose, than to throw it away.
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Look for products that are safe to use.
There are many products that are very safe to use. Some examples
would be vinegar and baking soda. You might want to check on
what products are safe, and use those products instead of hazardous
household chemicals. They will be safer for your family, and you
will not have to worry about recycling hazardous waste.
What Do Warning Labels Mean?
Read the label to see if a household chemical is hazardous. Words
like caution, warning, and danger tell how hazardous a product is.

“Caution” means it’s a little hazardous to use, so be careful.
“Warning” means it’s hazardous to use, so be very careful.
“Danger” or “ppoison” means it’s very hazardous, so be extremely
careful!
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Flammable - If the label says “fire,” “heat,” “flame,” “combustible,”
or “contains petroleum distillate,” it is flammable.

Toxic - If the label says “ppoison,” “fatal or harmful if swallowed,”
“hharmful if inhaled,” or “hharmful if absorbed through the skin,” the
product is toxic.

Corrosive - If the label says “aacid,” “llye,” “bburns,” or “bburns skin or
eyes,” it is corrosive.

Some products are a combination. They may be flammable and
toxic, or toxic and corrosive.
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Exercise 1
Fill in the missing words.

1. Flammable chemicals can start a __________.
2. Toxic chemicals are harmful if __________ or __________.
3. Corrosive chemicals can __________ your skin.
4. ____________ means that product is dangerous.
5. ____________ means that product is a little dangerous.
6. ____________ means that product is extremely dangerous.
7. ____________ means you breathe something in.
8. ____________ means something goes into your body through your skin.
9. ____________ is what you do when you eat or drink something.
10. It’s better to use a product that is not ______________.
11. If you must use a hazardous product, buy _______________________.
12. It’s better to use all of the toxic product in a container, than it is to
______________________.
13. Always be _______________ with hazardous products.
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Exercise 2
Read the labels. Circle the words that tell you the product is
flammable, toxic or corrosive. Write the words you circled.
1. Flammable ______________________
________________________________
Toxic harmful, fatal ,swallowed
________________________________
Corrosive
________________________________

2. Flammable ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive _______________________
________________________________

3. Flammable ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive _______________________
________________________________

4. Flammable ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive _______________________
________________________________
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Exercise 2 Continued
Read the labels. Circle the words that tell you the product is
flammable, toxic or corrosive. Write the words you circled.
5. Flammable_______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive _______________________
________________________________

6. Flammable ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive _______________________
________________________________

7. Flammable ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive _______________________
________________________________

8. Flammable ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive _______________________
________________________________
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Exercise 3
Practice the dialog. Look at the pictures and listen to what your
partner needs to buy. Then explain why it’s hazardous.

1. flammable

Example 1.
A: I need to buy some paint thinner.
B: How much do you need?
A: I don’t know.
B: You should figure it out. It’s
flammable. If you buy too much you
can’t just throw it away.
A: You’re right. Thanks for reminding me.

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. ____________________

6. ____________________
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Exercise 4
Think about what hazardous products you have in your home. List
them under the headings below.
What is it?

Why is it dangerous?

Where do you
keep it?

gasoline
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________

flammable
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________
__________________

garage
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
_______________
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Chapter 5
How Can You Dispose Of Household Hazardous
Waste?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. What toxic products do you have in your home?
2. Do you have flammable products in your home?
What are they?
3. How do you get rid of hazardous waste?
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Vocabulary
1. cat litter (product used to fill the box where a cat can urinate)
productos para camas de gatos
gogol/wax bisaddu ku dul kaadido

granuly dlq otxo'ix mest dlq kowek
hmoov uas miv tso zis hauv

maciji otpati

cæt trong Á me‡

2. dispose (to throw away)
disponer
tuur

vybrosit;

raspolaganje

pov tseg

vˆt b· {i

3. dry (to allow moisture to evaporate, to allow paint to get hard)
secar

suwit;

su‰iti

engeji

cia kom qhuav

løm kh‰

4. fire (when something is burning)
fuego
dab

ogon;
kub hnyiab

vatra, poÏar
l¯a

5. flame (the part of the fire that you can see)
llama
olol

plamq

plamen

nplaim hluav taws

ng„n l¯a

6. flush (to make water run through the toilet)
bajar el agua

smyt;, slit; vodu

crvenilo

ku fur biyo

tso dej viv

dÈi nıÎc

7. problem materials (things that are not safe to throw away with regular trash)
problema con materiales
materijalni problem

nebezopasnye dlq okru'a[]ej sredy materialy
alaabo aan la raacin karin qashinka caadiga ah

tej qhov tsis zoo pov tseg

vŒt liŸu cﬂ v`n {÷

8. sand (very small pieces of stones)
arena
siid

pesok
xuab zeb
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pijesak
cæt

Vocabulary Continued
9. sawdust (very small pieces of wood from sawing)
aserrin
qashin faarad

10. sanitary sewer system

opilki

piljevina

hmoov ntoo

m¬t cıa

(water pipes that carry the dirty water away
from your house, to a processing plant)

sistema santiario
kanalizaciq
odvodni sanitarni sistem
habka iyo dhuumaha qaada wasakhda guryaha (dhuumaha bulaacaddaha)
cov kav uas coj dej tsis huv tawm ntawm tsev

11. septic system

(a tank, buried in your yard, that collects dirty water from
your house, if your house is not connected to a sanitary
sewer system)

sistema septico
hogga musqusha/baytalmayga

kanalizacija

septiheskaq sistema

ib lub dab dej loj uas cug dej tsis huv

12. storm sewer

hŸ thÂng cÂng vŸ sinh

hŸ thÂng nhiÿm khuÃn

(pipes that carry rain water from the yard or street directly
to the river, and not to a processing plant)

sistema de alcantarillado
livnevaq kanalizaciq
dhuumaha/tuubooyinka qaada biyaha roobka
cov kav uas coj dej rau tus dej

kanali za odvod
cÂng, r¡nh

13. splash (to make liquid jump by pouring something too fast)
salpicar
duul-duuli, firdhi biyo

razbryzgivat;
dej txaws
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mrlja, fleka
løm v√ng

More Hazardous Household Products
1. ammonia type cleaners
ammoniacos
ammiahnye histq]ie sredstva
vi‰enamjenski ãistaãi
nadiifiye ay ku jirto amooniya
tshuaj as maus nias
dung dﬁch dÒng {◊ tÃy r¯a

2. appliances
electrodomesticos
bytovoe oborudovanie
aparati
qalabka guriga
tej khoom hauv chav ua noj
dÙng cÙ

3. bathroom cleaners
limpiador de baño
sredstva dlq histki tualetov
ãistaãi WC-a
nadiifiye musqul/baytalmay
tshuaj ntxuav chav dej
thuÊc chÒi cÀu ti‘u

4. floor polish
cera para pisos
sredstva dlq natiraniq polov
sredstvo za poliranje poda
baalashka/asalka looxa dhulka guriga
tshuaj kom pem teb ci
thuÂc {ænh bﬂng søn nhø
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More Hazardous Household Products
5. fluorescent lights
luces flouresentes
lampy dnevnogo sveta
fluoroscenta rasvjeta
laydhka/nalka dheer
cov teeb
bﬂng {–n neon

6. hair permanent lotion
loción para hacer permanente de pelo
'idkost; dlq zavivki volos
losion za kosu
dawada beddesha nooca timaha
tshuaj caws plaub hau
thuÂc dønh cho tﬂc

7. insecticides
insecticidas
insekticidy
insekticidi
sun cayayaan
tshuaj tua kab
thuÂc sæt trÒng, diŸt trÒng

8. latex paint
pintura de agua
lateksnaq kraska
vodena boja
rinji saabuunta ku go’a
xim thas tsev
nˆÍc sÍn
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More Hazardous Household Products
9. lighter fluid
liquido de ensendedor
'idkost; dlq za'igalok
upaljaã
hoore/dareere fudud
roj rauv taws
x√ng {◊ mÊi l¯a

10. liquid bleaches
lejía o blanqueadores
'idkie otbelivateli
tekuãi izbjelivaã
cadeeye/midab cadeeye hoore ah
tshuaj ntxuav kom dawb
thuÂc tÃy b≈ng nıÎc

11. medicines
medicinas
lekarstva
lijekovi
dawo
tshuaj kho mob
thuÂc uÂng, y dıÔc phÃm

12. mercury thermostats
termometro de mercurio
rtutnye termostaty
Ïivin termostat
kulbeeg/kulayl cabire ay ku jirto maaddada merkuuriga

tus ntsuas kub
mæy {i÷u nhiŸt
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More Hazardous Household Products
13. nickel-cadmium batteries
baterias de níquel / cadmium
nikel;-kadmievye batarei
punjenje strujom baterije ponovo
dhagaxaan ama baytariyo dib loo isticmaali karo
roj teeb uas siv dua tau
pin k÷n cætmi (cadmium)

14. shoe polish
lustre para zapátos
krem dlq obuvi
la‰tilo za cipele
baalashka kabaha
tshuaj txhuam khau
thuÂc {ænh bﬂng giÀy

15. solvents
solventes
rastvoriteli
sredstva za ãi‰ãenje kemikalija
mile/shay wax milaya
tshuaj ntxuav txhua yam
nıÎc dung dﬁch

16. tile cleaner
limpiadores de azulejos
sredstvo dlq histki kafel;nyx plitok
ãistaç za ploãice
nadiifiyaha marmarka
tshuaj txhuam phab ntsa
thuÂc chÒi g¬ch men

53

How to dispose of household hazardous waste
Remember:
- It’s better to use safer products instead of hazardous chemicals.
- If you must use a hazardous chemical, it’s better to use all of it
than to throw it away.
- If you must throw something away, you must dispose of it properly.
Some things are so dangerous, you can’t throw them away or pour them in the
sink. You must keep them in a safe place until you can take them to a
household hazardous waste collection site.
Some things have dangerous chemicals inside. You can’t throw these away:
appliances, fluorescent lights and mercury thermostats. In some communities,
fluorescent lights can be taken to a hardware store, and they will be recycled for
you. Call a hardware store in your area to see if that service is available. If you
can’t find a hardware store to take them, you must save fluorescent bulbs until
you can take them to a household hazardous waste collection site, or special
city recycling day.
A company called Honeywell collects mercury thermostats. If you live in MN,
Honeywell will take back any thermostat. If you live outside of MN, they will
only accept Honeywell brand thermostats. There is no charge for this service.
Call 1-800-345-6770, ask for extension 733, and give them your name and
address. They will send you a postage paid envelope. Put the thermostat in the
envelope, and drop the envelope in the mailbox. If you do not send the
thermostats back to Honeywell, they must be taken to a household hazardous
waste collection site, not thrown away.
Some things you can pour down the sink or the toilet, if you live in a city or
town and have a sanitary sewer system. If you don’t have a sanitary sewer
system, you have a septic tank system. If you are in a septic system never
pour waste down the sink or toilet. Take it to a friend’s house or hazardous
waste collection site. If you are not sure whether you have a sanitary sewer
system or septic system, call your town hall or city offices and they can tell you.
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Save for household hazardous waste collection
The following products are flammable, corrosive, or toxic.
aerosols (not empty)
appliances
bug sprays
drain cleaner (more than 8 oz)
fluorescent lights (or bring to
hardware store if possible)
floor polish
insecticides
kerosene
lighter fluid

mercury thermostats (or send
to Honeywell)
nickel - cadmium batteries
oil-based paint (more than 1 cup)
paint stripper
paint thinner
rodent poison
shoe polish
swimming pool chemicals
solvents (oil-based cleaners)
tile cleaner

Put in the sanitary sewer system
You must only use a sanitary sewer system, not a storm sewer, to dispose of
these household wastes. Be careful. Protect your eyes and hands when you
pour chemicals in the sink or toilet. DO NOT MIX CHEMICALS. Dispose of
only one kind of waste at a time. Flush the waste down the toilet, or pour it
down the sink with a lot of water. Pour slowly and carefully so you don’t splash.
all purpose cleaners
(non-flammable)
ammonia type cleaners *
bathroom cleaners *
drain cleaner (if less than 8 oz)
hair permanent lotion

liquid bleach *
medicines (not cancer
treating drugs)
toilet bowl cleaner
window cleaner *
shampoo / soap

* DO NOT mix products containing bleach with products containing ammonia or
acids. A toxic gas can form! Read the labels carefully to see if the product contains bleach or ammonia. To be safe, do not dispose of more than one chemical a day. If you are not sure that an item can be poured into the sewer system,
don’t pour it down the sink.
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Exercise 1
1. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

2. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

3. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

4. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Exercise 1 Continued
5. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

6. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

7. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

8. What is it? ________________________
How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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Exercise 2
Practice the dialog with a partner. Listen to the question and decide how
you should dispose of the wastes.
Examples:

A: Can I throw pesticides in the trash?
B: No, you can’t. You have to save them for a household
hazardous waste collection day.
A: Can I throw liquid bleach in the trash?
B: No, but you can flush it down the toilet if you have a sanitary
sewer system.
A: Can I throw latex paint in the trash?
B: Yes you can. But you have to dry it out first.

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. ____________________

6. ____________________
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How to safely dispose of paint
There are two types of paint, oil-based and latex. Oil-based paint is flammable.
Latex paint has water in it.
Oil-based Paint
You cannot dispose of large amounts of oil-based paint at home. A large
amount is more than one cup of paint, or more than one inch in the bottom of
a can. Take large amounts of oil-based paint to a household hazardous
waste collection site. Do not throw it away at home.
You can dry out, and then throw away, small amounts of oil-based paint
at home. A small amount is less than one cup of paint, or less than one inch
in the bottom of a can. If you are drying oil-based paint, you may want to
purchase a product from a paint store that will make the paint dry faster.
Latex Paint
You can dry out, and then throw away, small and large amounts of latex paint
at home.

Getting ready to dry paint
Paint should never be dried inside the home. Latex paint has some solvent in
it, which is an indoor health issue. Some older paints contain mercury, which is
also toxic. Paint should only be dried outside, and in a safe place.
Be very concerned about safety. Keep drying paint away from children, pets
and other animals. Paint can take from several days to several weeks to dry.
The time it takes depends upon the type of paint and how much paint you have.
Do it only during the summer months in MN, since it will not dry in cold weather.
Drying paint must also be kept out of the rain.
59

Drying small amounts of oil-based and latex paints
(less than one cup of paint or less than one inch in
the bottom of the can)
*Find a safe place out of the reach of children and animals.
Take off the lid and let the paint dry in the sun.
Stir the paint occasionally to make it dry faster.
or
*Purchase a product from the paint or hardware
store that is made to speed up the drying time.
Follow directions on the package.
or
*Brush paint in thin layers onto newspapers or
cardboard, to speed drying. When dry put into the garbage.

Drying large amounts of latex paints
(more than one cup of paint, or more than one inch in
the bottom of the can)
*Find a safe place out of the reach of children and animals.
Put plastic inside a cardboard box.
Put one inch of paint onto the plastic. Let the paint dry.
Pour another inch of paint on the dry paint. Let the paint dry.
Repeat this until the paint is dry.
or
*Put plastic inside a cardboard box.
Mix the paint with cat litter, sawdust, or sand.
Pour the paint mixture onto the plastic and let it dry.
When dry put into the garbage.

Throw the completely dried paint, cans and other materials in the
trash. Do not put the lids on the dried paint cans. If the garbage
collectors see that the paint is dry, they will take the paint cans.
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Exercise 3
These sentences are false. Cross out the wrong word or words, and
change these into true sentences.
1. There are three types of paint: red, blue and green.

2. You can dispose of large amounts of oil-base paint at home.

3. You should dry out paint inside the house.

4. Take large amounts of oil-based paint to a paint store to recycle.

5. You can dry out large amounts of oil-based paint at home, and throw it
away.

6. A large amount of paint is more than a gallon, or more than 6 inches in the
bottom of the can.

7. You should keep paint away from animals, children and trees.

8. Paint will take from several months to several years to dry.

9. Put the lids back on dried paint cans, so that the garbage collectors can’t
see if the paint is wet or dry.

10. If paint is wet the garbage collectors will take it.
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Chapter 6
What Should You Do With Automobile Wastes?

Pre-Reading
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. Do you change the oil in your car? If not, does
someone in your family change the oil?
2. What do you do with the oil?
3. What do you do with the oil filter?
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Vocabulary
1. accept (to let someone give you something)
aceptar

prinimat;

prihvatiti

ka qabo, ka oggalaw

txais yuav

ch`p nhŒn

2. air-tight (sealed so that air cannot reach it)
aire comprimido

hermetiãki

vozduxonepronicaemyj

aan lahayn meel hawo ka baxsato ama ka soo gasho

tsis dim pa

ch»n kh‰ng kh⁄

3. automobile fluids: (fluids used in different systems in your car)
fluidos para carros

'idkosti dlq avtomobilej

hooraha ama saliiddaha baabuurta

cov kua hauv tsheb

ulje za auto
dÀu xe hÍi

a. brake fluid
liquido de frenos

tormoznaq 'idkost;

saliidda biraygyada ama fariinooyinka

kua roj rau tus cheem

ulje za koãnice
dÀu thƒng

b. transmission fluid
liquido de transmición
'idkost; dlq avtomatiheskoj transmissii
ulje za prenosni sistem saliidda biraha wareegga sida sabaradda baabuurka ama albarada
kua roj rau lub cav

dÀu hÈp sÂ

c. power steering fluid
liquido para el volante

'idkost; dlq rulevoj sistemy

saliidda shookaanta ama shukaanta

ulje za volan

kua roj rau lub kauj tsheb dÀu dÒng cho tay læi

4. burn (to make a fire)
quemarse
gub

s'igat;

opekotina

rauv taws

{Ât chæy

5. collect (to gather together certain kinds of things)
collectar
ururi

sobirat;
khaws
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skupiti
sıu tÀm, {◊ dønh

Vocabulary Continued
6. contaminants

(dirt & other things that get into a product, when they
don’t belong there)

contaminantes

zaga√ivaãi

zagrqzniteli (zemli, vody, produktov)

wasakh/wax ku darsamay wax saafi ahaa

tej yam tsis huv

ch`t løm ‰ nhiÿm

7. drain (to take fluids out)
desaguar

spuskat;

ka sii daa hoore/saliid

tso dej mus

x¿ (nhÎt)

protivozakonnyj

nezakonit

curiti

8. illegal (against the law)
ilegal
sharci-daro

txhaum kev cai

b`t hÔp phæp

9. label (to write on a container, the name of the product, and other
information)
etiquetar

staviti etikete

nakleivat; `tiketku

ku dul qor magac

sau npe rau

nh¡n (vi’t nhÕn)

10. mix (to combine two or more things)
revolver

smewivat;

isku walaaq

sib xyaws

mije‰ati
trÈn

11. pollutants (chemicals that can get into the air, water or ground, and can
hurt people, animals and plants)
contaminantes o polución

zagrqzniteli (zemli, vody, produktov)

wasakheeye/wax ku darsamay wax saafi ahaa

12. sealed container
botella sellada
weel daboolan

tej qhov qias

zaga√ivaãi
ch`t ‰ nhi◊m

(a container with a cover, that keeps the product
inside)
germetihno zakrytyj kontejner
khoom uas muaj hau
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zatvoreni kontejner
thÒng {¡ ni‘m phong

Vocabulary Continued
13. used (old items)
usado
la isticmaalay

otrabotannyj
qub

upotrijebljen
{¡ dÒng

14. fee (money you pay someone to accept something)
cuota
kharash

sbor, plata
tus nqi

Automotive Wastes
1. anti-freeze
anticongelante
antifriz
antifriz
lidka barafawga
dej tiv no
hﬂa ch`t chÂng {‰ng

2. motor oil
aceite para motores
motornoe maslo
motorno ulje
saliidda baabuurka
roj
dÀu mæy

3. oil filter
filtro para el aciete
maslqnyj fil;tr
filter za ulje
shaandhada saliidda
lub lim roj
cæi lıÔc nhÎt
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naplata honorarna
lŸ ph⁄

Motor oil
Used motor oil has pollutants in it. If you put oil in the trash, on the ground or in
a sewer system, the oil and the pollutants may get into the ground water. Once
it is in the ground water, it will spread to lakes and rivers. If the oil gets into the
water it can kill fish, birds and animals, and make people sick. It can also kill
the plant life in the lakes. It is illegal to put motor oil or used oil filters anywhere
in the trash, on the ground or in the water.
Industries can reuse motor oil, burn it as fuel, or recycle it into new motor oil.
Places that sell motor oil in Minnesota, like automotive supply stores, must
collect used motor oil or put up a sign that tells you where used motor oil can be
recycled.
After you change oil in your car or other vehicle, you must dispose of both the
used oil and the used oil filter properly. Used oil filters contain contaminated oil,
so they cannot be thrown in the trash. The same place that takes your used oil
will also take your oil filter.
Most car service stations and quick oil change centers also accept oil and oil
filters. In addition, some of them may accept anti-freeze. Check for one in your
neighborhood.

Exercise 1 - These sentences are false. Cross out the wrong word or
words, and change these into true sentences.
1. Motor oil doesn’t have pollutants in it.
2. If you put oil in the trash, it won’t get you into trouble.
3. If oil gets in the water, it can make boats sick.
4. Used motor oil can be recycled into cooking oil.
5. Places that sell motor oil must collect it or throw it in the trash.
6. Used oil filters don’t have any oil left in them.
7. It is legal to put motor oil or filters in the trash, on the ground, or in the
garage.
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Automotive Waste
How To Recycle It

A. anti-freeze

Don’t mix it with other fluids.
Store it in a sealed container and label it.
Take it to a place that accepts it for recycling.
(You may have to pay a small fee)

B. automotive fluids
(brake fluid, transmission fluid,
power steering fluid)

Don’t mix them with other fluids.
Store in a sealed container and label them.
Take them to a place that accepts them for
recycling.
(You may have to pay a small fee)

C. gasoline

Don’t mix it with other fluids.
Put in an air-tight, approved gasoline storage
container.
Take it to a household hazardous waste
collection site, or a site that reuses it.

D. motor oil

Don’t mix it with other fluids.
Store it in a sealed container and label it.
Take it to a place that accepts motor oil.
(You may have to pay a small fee)

E. oil filter

Drain the filter for 24 hours into a container.
Take the oil and filter to a place that accepts
them for recycling.
(You may have to pay a small fee)
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Exercise 2
Work with a partner. Practice asking and answering the questions.
1. A: How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?
B: Store it in a ____________ container
and ___________ it.

2. A: How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?
B: Do not __________ it with other fluids.
There may be a _________________.

3. A: How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?
B: Put it in an ______________ approved
gasoline storage container. Take it to
a household ____________________
collection site.

4. A: How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?
B: Do not mix it with ________________.
Store it in a _____________ container
and ____________ it.
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Exercise 3
Practice the dialog with a partner. Look at the pictures. Tell your
partner how to properly dispose of each item.
Example:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:
B:
A:

Hey, wait a minute.
What’s the matter?
You can’t put that ___________________ in the trash.
Why not?
_________________________.
What can I do with it?
_________________________.

1. ____________________

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. _____________________
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Chapter 7
How Do You Recycle Vehicle Batteries,
Tires and Scrap Metal?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. What do you do with old tires?
2. Have you bought a new car battery? What did
you do with the old one?
3. Do you repair your cars yourself? What do you
do with the old parts?
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Vocabulary
1. drop-off center (a place that accepts things to recycle)
centro donde se recicla
xarunta la geeyo wixii la tuurayo

priemnye punkty otxodov
otpad center
qhov chaw tso khoom yuav siv dua
trung t…m nhŒn {Ê tæi sinh

2. dump (throw something away illegally)
tirar basura

vybrasyvat; musor v nepolo'ennyx mestax

ku tuur wax meel aan sharcigu oggolayn

cuam pov tseg

izbaciti
{Á {i

3. landfill (place where they bury trash)
tierra y escombros
godka qashinka

svalka

mjesto za spaljivanje smeça

chaw khaws khib nyiab

l`p {`t

4. metal (iron, steel, etc.)
metal
macdan

metall
hlau

metal
kim lo¬i

5. private property (land not owned by the government)
terreno o propiedad privada
dhul mulki gaar ah

hastnaq sobstvennost;
tej chaw uas yog luag tug

privatno vlasni‰tvo
b`t {Èng s¿n ri‘ng tı

6. required (something you must do)
requerir

trebuemyj

la rabo in la sameeyo

yuav tsum ua
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traÏiti
{oi h·i , quy {ﬁnh

Automotive Waste Materials
1. lead-acid battery / car battery
bateria para carro
akkumulqtor
akomulator
dhagaxa ama baytariga nooca macdan-aashito/
baytariga baabuurka
roj teeb tsheb
nıÎc ch¤ acid trong b¤nh {iŸn xe / b¤nh {iŸn xe

2. tires
llantas
winy
gume
shaagag/taayiro
cov log
v· xe

3. scrap metal
desecho metalico
metallolom
stari metal
macdanta dib loo shubi karo
tej qhov hlau khib nyiab
kim loi nh·

4. metal rims
rines
metalliheskie oboda
oiviãeni metal
wareegga ama giftinka macdanta ah
cov log hlau
ni÷ng xe kim loi
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Read the paragraphs.
Lead-acid Batteries (for cars, other vehicles, lawn mowers, motorcycles)
It is illegal to put lead-acid batteries in the trash. Leave the caps on the battery,
and take it to a business that sells batteries. They must accept the old battery
and recycle it for free. When you purchase a new battery, you must either bring
in the old one so they can recycle it, or pay a $5.00 deposit until you do.
Tires
Do not throw tires in the trash. It is illegal to dump them on private property,
public property like ditches or parks, or in landfills. You may have to take the
tires off the metal rims. Take used tires to a business that sells tires. They
must accept your tires for recycling if you buy new tires there, but you may have
to pay a fee.
Scrap Metal
Most metals can be recycled. Take off all the non-metal materials. Call a scrap
metal drop-off center to find out what kinds of metal they take.

Exercise 1
Read the sentences. Circle the answer.
Yes

No

Maybe

2. Businesses that sell car batteries must accept old ones. Yes

No

Maybe

3. You must pay a $5 deposit to recycle your old battery.

Yes

No

Maybe

4. Non-metal scrap cannot be recycled with scrap metal.

Yes

No

Maybe

5. There is a fee for recycling tires.

Yes

No

Maybe

6. Businesses that sell tires do not have to recycle them.

Yes

No

Maybe

Yes

No

Maybe

8. I can put car batteries at the curb for recycling.

Yes

No

Maybe

9. I can recycle tires with the rims on them.

Yes

No

Maybe

1. I can throw away tires on my property.

7. A scrap metal drop-off center recycles all kinds of scrap
metal.
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Exercise 2
Write a dialog with your partner. What do you say?
1. You are at a store that sells car batteries. You have a car battery you want
to recycle.
Store clerk: Can I help you ?
You: _______________________________________________________
Store clerk: You can put it over there.
You: _______________________________________________________
Store clerk: You’re welcome.
2. You are at a store that sells tires. You want to recycle tires.
Store clerk: Can I help you?
You: _______________________________________________________
Store clerk: How many do you have?
You: _______________________________________________________
Store clerk: We can’t take tires with rims.
You: _______________________________________________________
Store clerk: We charge $1.00 a tire.
You:
OK. Here’s
Store clerk: You can put them in that bin.
You: _______________________________________________________
Store clerk: You’re welcome.
3. You are on the telephone. You want information about recycling scrap car
parts.
Clerk:
Acme Scrap Metal. Can I help you?
You: _______________________________________________________
Clerk:
You can drop it off. It has to be clean.
You: _______________________________________________________
Clerk:
If you have a lot, we can weigh it and pay you for it.
You: _______________________________________________________
Clerk:
We’re open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
You: _______________________________________________________
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Exercise 3
Write your name and your partner’s name in the appropriate boxes.
Read the question and write your answer in the first column.
Ask your partner the question. Write your partner’s answer in the
second column.

Questions

Your Name:
______________

1. What country are
you from?
2. What do people do
with old tires in
your country?
3. What do people
do with old car
batteries in your
country?
4. What do people do
with scrap metal in
your country?
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Partner’s Name:
______________

Chapter 8
What Can You Do With Yard Waste?
What Is Composting?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. Who cuts the grass at your house or apartment?
2. What do they do with grass clippings when they
finish mowing?
3. Do you have a garden?
4. What do you do with your garden waste?
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Vocabulary
1. brush (bushes and shrubs, or a pile of cut and broken branches)
maleza

kustarnik

grmlje

tog khaub

bøn ch¿

geedo yaryar ama ood iyo laamo burbursan

2. compost

(to make a pile from a mixture of decaying organic substances,
like grass clippings, dead leaves, etc., used for fertilizing soil)

abonar

sastaviti ili komponovati

kompostirovat;

qudhmi/huuri wax si bacrimiye (nafaqeeye) dhul u noqdo

ua kom lwj

løm thønh ph…n bﬂn

3. garden waste (parts of vegetables and flowers you want to throw away)
desperdicios de jardin
qashinka geedaha beerta guriga

4. soft-bodied plant material
partes suaves de las platas
qayb jilicsan ee geed

vrtni odpad

sadovo-ogorodnye otxody
khoom ntawm lub vaj yuav pov tseg

ræc trong vıÏn

(parts of plants that are not wood)
mqgkie hasti rastenij

meki biljni materijal

tej qhov mos mos ntawm tsob ntoo

læ c…y {¡ r˘a næt

5. stump (the bottom of the tree after you cut off the top)
tocón

pni

jirrid

hauv paus ntoo

6. tree trimmings

(parts that you cut off a tree to throw away)

ramas del árbol

otrezannye vetki derev;ev

u qusayn geed/gaagaabin geed

tej qhov yus txiav ntawm ntoo

panj
gÂc c…y

obrezivanje
ti¿ c…y

7. weeds (plants you don’t want growing in your yard or garden)
mala hierba

sornqki

geedo qashin ah

cov nroj

8. yard waste

korov, kukolj
c· d¬i

(grass clippings, leaves, weeds)

desperdicios del patio

dvorovyj musor

otpad iz dvori‰ta

qashinka beerta ama xerada guriga tej qhov khib nyiab ntawm lub vaj ræc rıÌi chung quanh høng røo
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Yard and Tree Waste
1. compost pile
amontonar el abono
kompostnaq kuha
hrpa √ubriva
tuul ama urur wax la huurinayo si ciidda loogu nafaqeeyo

pawg uas ua kom lwj
ph…n bﬂn dÊn thønh {Âng

2. grass clippings
prado o sacate
skowennaq trava
kosilica
caws jarjarmay
cov nyom txiav tau
cƒt c·

3. leaves
hojas
list;q
li‰çe
caleen
cov nplooj
læ c…y

4. logs
leña o troncos
br\vna
debla, panjevi
jirid jiifta/dogob
cov cav ntoo
gË mÎi {Ân
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Yard and Garden Waste
Yard and garden wastes include grass clippings, leaves, weeds and soft-bodied
plant materials. These cannot be put in the garbage. Do not put sticks or brush
with the yard and garden waste. Sticks and brush take too long to compost.
Even though grass clippings can be taken to a compost site, it is better to leave
them on the ground instead of raking them up. It’s good for the grass.
If your city allows it, you can make a compost pile in your yard, and put yard
and garden waste in it. You can also put vegetables and fruit waste in your own
compost pile. You cannot add meat, fish, scraps or dairy products, or you will
have animals digging in your compost pile for food.
You can put grass clippings, leaves and weeds in plastic bags, and take them to
a compost site in your area. At the compost site take the waste out of the plastic bags, and take the bags home to reuse. Or, fill the bags with compost that is
ready to go, and use it to feed plants in your own garden. Some communities
may charge a small fee to accept yard waste for composting.

Tree Waste
Tree waste is brush, tree trimmings, logs and stumps. Tree waste must be kept
separate from yard and garden waste.
Some communities will accept tree waste, which they will grind up into wood
chips. Do not take tree waste to a community compost site unless you have
checked to be sure they will accept it. If they won’t, ask if they have a tree
waste site where you can take your brush, tree trimmings, logs and stumps.
There is usually a fee for recycling tree waste.
In some communities your garbage hauler may pick up brush and tree
trimmings for a fee. Check with your garbage hauler to find out if they will pick it
up and, if so, when you need to put it out for pickup.
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Exercise 1
Put the letter of the definition next to the correct word.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

______
______
______
______
______
______

garbage hauler
garden waste
tree trimmings
tree waste
yard waste
grass clippings

A. weeds, grass clippings, leaves
B. branches cut from trees
C. person or company that takes
away your garbage
D. weeds, soft-bodied plants, fruits
and vegetables
E. grass that is cut off when you
mow the lawn
F. branches, logs and stumps

Exercise 2
Answer the questions from the reading.
1. Can you bring vegetable scraps to the county compost site?
2. Can you put brush in a compost pile?

Why or why not?

3. Can you put fish scraps in a compost pile?

Why or why not?

4. Where can you take tree waste?
5. Where can you put tree waste for the garbage hauler?
6. What do you do with the plastic bags, after you take the garden waste out of
them, at the compost site?
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Chapter 9
How Can You Be A Smart Shopper And
Reduce Waste?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. What foods do you buy a lot of every month?
2. Do you take lunches to work or to school in
reusable containers?
3. Do you buy used things sometimes? If so, what
do you buy used instead of new?
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Vocabulary
1. borrow (take something to use and then return it when finished)
prestado

odolæit;

posuditi

amaaho

qiv

mıÔn

2. bulk (a large amount of something)
bulto

obujam

bol;woe nedelimoe kolihestvo

jumlo/jumlad

ntau

sÂ lıÔg lÎn

3. concentrates (drinks with most of the water removed, made to be mixed
with water before drinking)
concentrados

koncentrat

koncentraty

cabitaan la biyihii laga miiray ama adag

khoom uas yuav do dej

tŒp trung

4. durable (something sturdy enough to be used many times)
durable

trajan

tovary dlitel;nogo pol;zovaniq

adag

kav ntev

v˘ng chƒc

5. economy-size (a large package of something, which is cheaper than if you
bought the same thing in several smaller packages)
tamaño-economico

bol;waq upakovka

cabir-weyn oo jaban

tej pob loj loj

ekonomska strana
khÁ, cÓ ti’t kiŸm

6. energy-efficient (uses less energy to operate than other kinds)
eficiente en energia

`nergo`ffektivnyj

tashiilaya/shidaalka dhawraya

ib qho uas tsis qig fai fab

energetski sposoban
n√ng lıÔng cﬂ hiŸu qÚa

7. mercury (heavy liquid metal)
mercurio

rtut;

merkuuri

dej txhuas
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Ïiva
thÚy ng…n

Vocabulary Continued
8. packaging (the paper and plastic containers and coverings on things that
you buy)
empacar
duub/gal alaabo

pakovanje

upakovka
ntawv ntim khoom

bao b¤

9. returnables (bottles, bags and other packaging that can be returned to the
store for reuse)
retornables
weel la celin karo

vozvratnaq tara
khoom yuav xa rov qab tau

ponovo u potrebljiv
cﬂ th◊ tr¿ l¬i

10. second-hand (things that have been used by someone else first)
segunda mano
ku-dhac, wax la isticmaalay

poder'annyj
khoom uas luag twb siv lawm

rabljen, kori‰ten
dÒng l¬i lÀn thˆ hai

11. single item (one thing)
un objecto
shay kaliya

edinihnyj `kzemplqr
ib qho

jedna stvar
mﬂn høng {Ín l—

12. maintain (to take care of something)
mantenar
dhawr, dayactir

soder'at; v ispravnosti

odrÏavati

saib xyuas

ba· vŸ

13. warranty (a promise, from the company that made an item you purchased,
to fix the product if it’s no good)
garantias
ballan hagaajin

garantiq
lus cog

garancija
nh˘ng s˙ b¿o {¿m

14. wasteful (doing things that make more waste, instead of being careful)
derrocahdor
wax khaasaarinaya

rastohitel;nyj
qig
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rasut
hoang ph⁄

Vocabulary Continued
15. wrapping paper (paper used to wrap boxes or presents)
papel para envolver

obertohnaq bumaga

warqadda duubka

papir za pakovanje

ntawv khwv

Use Digital Products and Reduce Mercury Use
1. digital thermometer
termometro digital
cifrovoj termometr
digitalni toplomjer
kulbeeg tiro-sheeg ama elegtarooniya
tus ntsuas kub uas yog fai fab
nhiŸt k’ {iŸn t¯

2. digital thermostat
termostato digital
cifrovoj termostat
digitalni termostat
kulayl fure elegtarooniya
lub ntsuas hov no hov sov
bÈ {i÷u ch‹nh nhiŸt {iŸn t¯
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gi`y {◊ gﬂi quø

Reuse Tools
1. garden tiller
rastrillo
sadovyj kul;tivator
obra√ivanje vrta
ciid burburiye beer guri
lub tshuab ncaws av
mæy cøy, xÍ⁄ {`t

2. ladder
escalera
pristavnaq lestnica
lotre
sallaan, jaranjaro
tus ntaiv
cæi thang

3. rug cleaner
limpiador de carpeta o tapete
mawina dlq histki kovrov
ãistaã za tepihe
mishiinka nadiifiya qadiifadda
lub tshuab txhuam kas pev
mæy gi»t th¿m
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You can make less waste by practicing the 3 Rs:
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Reduce
1. Buy things in returnable containers, things without packaging, the largest
size you can use, or concentrates.
*
*
*
*

Buy
Buy
Buy
Buy

things to drink in returnable containers.
fresh fruit or vegetables without packaging or bags.
the largest size packages you and your family can use.
fruit juices and detergents in concentrates.

2. Choose or wrap products with the least wasteful packaging.
*
*
*
*

Whenever possible, buy products that are not packaged.
Buy products that are packaged simply.
Don’t buy products that are wrapped with extra plastic.
Don’t buy products that are double packaged, such as a box inside a
box.

3. Use less energy.
*
*
*
*
*

Buy energy-efficient appliances and maintain them.
Buy fluorescent lights, instead of incandescent.
Buy long-lasting tires and maintain them.
Keep your house cooler in the winter, and wear sweaters.
Keep your house warmer in the summer, and wear cool clothes.

4. Use less toxic chemicals when you can.
* Buy digital thermometers and thermostats, because they don’t contain
mercury.
* Use safe household cleaners instead of hazardous chemicals.
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Reuse
1. Buy durable items and use them.
*
*
*
*
*

Bring your own washable cup to work or school.
Use cloth napkins and towels instead of paper.
Use the air hand dryer in public bathrooms, instead of paper towels.
Use ceramic or plastic plates instead of paper plates.
Bring your own thermos to work for hot or cold drinks.

2. Reuse bags, boxes, and other containers.
* Reuse paper and plastic bags.
* Reuse boxes and wrapping paper.
3. Borrow, rent, or share things you don’t use often.
* Rent or borrow tools such as ladders, rug cleaners and garden tillers.
* Share magazines and newspapers. Bring them to work, give them to
friends, or give them to your doctor’s office.
4. Buy, sell and donate used and second-hand items such as clothes, furniture
and appliances.
* Donate items to organizations like churches or thrift shops.
* Buy and sell second-hand items at garage sales or consignment stores.

Recycle
1. Use the recycling bins at home, work and school.
2. Buy products that can be recycled.
3. Look for and buy products made from recycled products. Look for the label
that says “This product is made from recycled material.”
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Exercise 1
Put the letter of the definition next to the correct word.
1. ______ second-hand

A. containers you take back to the store
when you finish the product in them

2. ______ returnables
3. ______ concentrates

B. a large amount of product that has not
been divided into smaller packages

4. ______ bulk

C. used to wrap gifts or boxes

5. ______ wrapping paper

D. used
E. small amounts of a product that must be
mixed with water to use properly

Exercise 2
Answer the questions from the reading.
1. What can you do to reduce waste at school? ________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. What are three things you can reuse? ______________________________
________________________________________________________________
3. How do you know if a product is made from recycled materials? _________
________________________________________________________________
4. Why is it good to buy concentrates? _______________________________
________________________________________________________________
5. Why should you buy digital thermostats? ____________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Exercise 3
These sentences are false. Cross out the wrong word or words, and
change these into true sentences.

1. Buy the smallest size package your family can use.
2. Buy things to drink in reversible containers.
3. Buy products wrapped with extra plastic.
4. Keep your house cooler in the summer.
5. Don’t buy energy efficient appliances.
6. Use more toxic chemicals whenever you can.
7. Bring your own reusable chair to school.
8. When you receive a gift, throw the wrapping paper away.
9. Buy things you don’t use very often instead of renting them.
10. Buy everything new and don’t shop at garage sales or consignment stores.
11. It’s better to buy things that are not made from recycled material.
12. Bring your own chickens to the supermarket.
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Exercise 4
Practice these dialogs. Compliment your partner on what they are doing
Example:
to reduce waste.

1.

reusable container

A: Now that’s smart.
B: What?
A: Bringing your lunch in a reusable
container.
B: Yeah! I like to reduce waste.
A: It’s a good idea.
B: I think so. Why don’t you bring your
lunch in a reusable container, too?

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. ____________________

6. ____________________

7. _____________________
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Chapter 10
Have A “Reduce, Reuse, Recycling” Question?
Who Can You Call?

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with you partner.
1. Do you talk on the telephone in English?
2. Do you use the telephone book?
3. Have you called a County or State office?
Who did you call?
91

Vocabulary
1. federal (the US government)
federal

federal;nyj

dawladda federaaliga/dawladda Maraykanka

tseem fwv

savezni
li‘n bang

2. listing (the name of a person, business or government office along with the
phone number)
lista
liis magacyo

zapis; v spiske

popisivati

ntawv qhia tus neeg thiab tus xov tooj

danh sæch

3. heading (the title of a group of listings)
encabezamiento
magaca guud ee liisyo

zagolovok
qhov teev lus

naslov, rubrika
{÷ mÙc

4. index (a list of headings)
índice
tusmada magacyada

indeks
phiaj qhia nrhiav

pokazatelj
mÙc lÙc

5. residential (home)
residente
hoy

'iloj
tsev nyob
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koji boravi
thuÈc v÷ nhø Ì , gia cı

How To Find Recycling Information
Your community may send information about recycling to you in the mail. It will
tell you what you can recycle from your home, and how to prepare it. Save this
information. It usually lists telephone numbers to call for more information.
To find a telephone number look in the telephone book. There are two different
telephone books in every community; the “White Pages” and the “Yellow
Pages.”

The White Pages
The White Pages lists home telephone numbers for people. These are called
residential listings. There are also sections in the book with different colored
pages.
The blue section lists government offices. These telephone numbers are listed
under city, county, state, or U.S. Government (federal) headings. This is where
you can find the number for your city hall and information about recycling in your
area.
The gray section in the White Pages is for business telephone numbers. They
are listed in alphabetical order by the name of the business.

The Yellow Pages
The Yellow Pages is a telephone book in which businesses advertise. The businesses are listed first by their type of business, and then in alphabetical order.
So, if you are looking for the telephone number of a garage to fix your car, you
would look under the heading “automobile repair.” There is also an index in the
front of the telephone book to help you find the right heading. Businesses must
pay to be listed in the Yellow Pages, so not all businesses are listed.
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Exercise 1
Look in your community’s Yellow Pages. Find a telephone number
to call for the businesses below. Write the heading, the telephone
number, and the name of the business you found.
1. A store that sells automobile batteries _____________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
2. A store that takes clothes on consignment __________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
3. A store that sells used furniture __________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
4. A place that takes scrap metal ___________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
5. A store that sells tires __________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
6. A place that buys aluminum cans ________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
7. A place that takes used toys _____________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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Exercise 2
Practice these dialogs with your partner. Use the information from
Exercise 1 to complete these dialogs.
Example
A: I can’t find a store that sells automobile batteries, in
the Yellow Pages.
B: You have to look under “Automobile Parts &
Supplies New.”
A: Oh, thanks.
B: Here’s one. It’s Champion Auto Store.
The telephone number is 555-1234.
A: I can’t find a store that:
1. takes clothes on consignment
2. sells used furniture
3. takes scrap metal
4. sells tires
5. buys aluminum cans
6. takes used toys
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Exercise 3
Read the listings below. Write A, B, C or D next to the listing, to
show where you would find it in a telephone book.
A.
B.
C.
D.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

the blue section of the White Pages
the residential section of the White Pages
the gray section of the White Pages
the Yellow Pages

Anoka County Integrated Waste Management
Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance
a store that sells automobile batteries
Frank A. Hollingshead
Goodwill Industries
information on curbside recycling in your neighborhood
a consignment store for second hand clothes
Main Street Gas Station

Exercise 4
Look in the blue section in your community’s White Pages. Find a
telephone number to call for the information below. Write the
telephone number and the name of the office or business.
1. Information on curbside recycling in your neighborhood ________________
________________________________________________________________
2. Information on compost site hours and locations _____________________
________________________________________________________________
3. Information on household hazardous waste _________________________
________________________________________________________________
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Chapter 11
What Items Are Made From Recycled Materials?

into

Discussion Questions
Answer these questions with your partner.
1. What happens to your recycled aluminum cans?
2. What do they do with the plastic bottles?
3. What products do you use that are made of
recycled materials?
4. How do you know they are recycled?
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Vocabulary
1. newsprint (paper used to make newspaper)
papel para periodico o prensa

gazetnaq bumaga

novinski papir

ntawv xov xwm

gi`y in

waraaqaha wargeesyada laga sameeyo

2. stationery (paper used for writing letters)
papel de escribe

pishaq bumaga

waraaqaha qoraalka

ntawv sau ntawv

papir za pisanje pisama
vŒt dÙng v√n ph‡ng

3. carpeting (a woven rug which covers an entire floor)
piso

tepison

kovrovoe pokrytie dlq polov

qadiifad/dhul-qariye

kas pev

t`m th¿m

4. insulation (material used to protect the inside of a building from heat & cold)
insolación
joojiye dhacan ama kulayl

izolator

izolqciq
paj ntsaws tsev

s˙ cæch nhiŸt

5. steel (strong metal used for buildings, cars, etc.)
acero

stal;

ãelik

birta cad

hlau

thœp

6. floor mats (small rugs used in cars to protect the carpet)
tapetes

poloviki

podmetaã ispod nogu u auto

darmooyinka dhulka

tej daim lev

mi’ng th¿m nh· {◊ Ì søn xe

7. sandals (summer shoes with straps)
sandalias

sandalii

dacas, kabo dul furan

khau khiab

sandale
dœp , x√ng {an

8. carpet underlay (padding put under a carpet to make the floor feel softer)
esponnnja debajo del tapete osnovanie pod kovrovoe pokrytie
qadiifad ama dhul-qariye ka hooseeye

podloga ispod tepisona

daim pua hauv qab kas pev
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lÎp lﬂt th¿m

Vocabulary Continued
9. parking curbs (curbs used in parking lots)
bloques para frener al aparcar
geeska cago-saarka baarkin

bord[ry avtomobil;nyx stoqnok
ntug kev

Made From Recycled Materials
1. paper towels
toallas de papel
buma'nye polotenca
pe‰kiri papirni
masaxe warqad ah
ntawv so tes
kh√n gi`y

99

iviãnjak
{Œu nÍi l÷ si m√ng

Made From Recycled Materials
2. plastic trays
charolas o bandejas de plastico
plastmassovye podnosy
plastiãne tacne
saxamo/suxuun caag ah
cov tais yas
khay nh˙a

3. molded fiber packaging
paquete de fibra
otformovannaq upakovka iz buma'noj massy
tvrdo pakovanje
duubka laga sameeyay waraaqo dib loo isticmaalay
khoom uas yog siv khoom qub ua
khu‰n mÕu nh˙a , gi`y cˆng

4. pallet parts
tablas cuadradas para soporte
poddon
paletni dijelovi
xubin ka mid ah looxa hoose ee lagu dalaco alaabooyinka

ntoo txawb khoom
cæcmi’ng væn {◊ k‘ høng

5. picnic table
mesas para picnic
stoly dlq piknikov
izletniçki sto
miisaska laydhsiga
cov rooj noj mov nraum zoov
bøn Ì ngoøi trÏi
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What they make from recycled materials
Recycled Materials

Products Made From Them

A. aluminum cans
B. car batteries
C. corrugated cardboard

new aluminum cans
lead
boxboard for cereal,
cake and shirt boxes,
grocery bags
compost

D. vegetable scraps, leaves and
grass clippings
E. glass bottles and jars
F. newspaper

G. paper

H. plastic milk jugs and other plastic
jugs
I. scrap metal and food cans
J. plastic soda bottles
K. tires

L. tree waste
M. yard waste

new glass bottles and jars
newsprint,
molded fiber packaging,
boxboard for cereal,
cake and shirt boxes,
toilet paper, facial tissue,
paper towels, stationary,
book and magazine paper
trays for food, picnic tables,
padding under carpet,
toys and other plastic items,
car parts,
new food cans and steel
jacket and sleeping bag stuffing
carpeting and insulation
new tires, floormats,
parking curbs,
road underlayment,
sandals and garden hoses
pallet parts
wood chips
compost
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Exercise 1
Read the information on the table. Match the letter of what you can
recycle with what it is recycled into. Some of the letters can be used
twice
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

aluminum cans
car batteries
corrugated cardboard
vegetable scraps and yard waste
glass bottles and jars
newspaper

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________
________

G. paper
H. plastic milk jugs, other plastic jugs
I. scrap metal
J. plastic soda bottles
K. tires
L. tree waste

new aluminum cans
lead
grocery bags
jacket stuffing
stationery
steel
compost
new glass bottles and jars
floor mats
pallet parts
wood chips
padding under carpet
newsprint
boxboard for cereal
road underlayment
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Exercise 2
Work with a partner. Look at the pictures and complete the following
dialogs. Tell what each item or container is, and what it is recycled into.

Example: 1.
A:
B:
A:
B:

What are you doing?
I’m throwing away this cardboard box.
But you can recycle that!
They don’t really do anything with
this, do they?
A: Sure they do. They make boxboard
for cereal.
B: Oh, well I guess I’ll recycle it!

1.

boxboard for cereal

2. ____________________

3. ____________________

4. ____________________

5. ____________________

6. ____________________

7. ____________________
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