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RReedduuccee  --  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  lleessss  wwaassttee,,  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheerree  iiss  lleessss  tthhaatt  mmuusstt  bbee  
rreeccyycclleedd  oorr  tthhrroowwnn  aawwaayy..

EExample:

RReeuussee  --  ttoo  bbuuyy  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  ccaann  bbee  uusseedd  aaggaaiinn  aanndd  aaggaaiinn,,  oorr  ttoo  ffiigguurree
oouutt  aannootthheerr  wwaayy  tthhaatt  iitteemm  ccaann  bbee  uusseedd..

EExample:

RReeccyyccllee  --  iinnsstteeaadd  ooff  tthhrroowwiinngg  aann  iitteemm  iinn  tthhee  ggaarrbbaaggee,,  ttoo  ggiivvee  iitt  ttoo  aa
ppeerrssoonn  oorr  ccoommppaannyy  wwhhoo  wwiillll  uussee  iitt,,  oorr  mmaakkee  ssoommeetthhiinngg  eellssee  wwiitthh  iitt..

EExample: 

2

Using an automatic hand dryer
means there are no paper towels
to throw away.

Using your own ceramic cup at
work means there are no plastic
cups to throw away.  You can
wash it and reuse it every day.

Recycling your pop and food cans
means there will be less trash in a
resource recovery facility or  
landfill.  Plus, a company can use
the old cans to make new cans.
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Why reduce? Why reuse? Why recycle?

What happens to garbage after we throw it away?
_______________________________________________________

Why are recycling, reducing and reusing good
ideas?  _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________



CChhaapptteerr  11

HHooww  CCaann  YYoouu  RReeuussee  HHoouusseehhoolldd  GGooooddss,,  CCllootthheess
aanndd  TTooyyss??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with your partner.

1.  Do you go to garage sales?  What do you buy?
2.  What do you do with clothes that are too small?
3.  Have you bought anything from a newspaper 

classified ad?
4
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  charities  (groups that help poor people or people in need)

2.  consignment  (to lend something to a store until they sell it for you)

3.  donation  (something you give to a charity)

4.  donate  (to give something to a charity)  

5.  garage sale  (when people sell things they don’t need anymore, usually in 
their garage, yard or driveway)

6.  household goods  (the things you have in your house)

7.  classified ads  (ads in the newspaper listing things people want to sell)

donar cosas a la caridad              blagotvoritel;nost;                    dobroãinstvo

ha’ayd samo-fal                                 »∂N∂ø»ßßÂ¬                  KdndogH

consignación                               komissionnyj tovar                       po‰iljka

ii iibi                                                      Ô˚H¬H                     ]udvmgH

donaciones                                    po'ertvovaniq                               poklon

deeq                                                  Ååøƒ                         ]fˆ

donar                                              poæertvovat;                          pokloniti

ku deeq                                             V∂åøƒ                    Fid _ Pkld

venta de garage         rasprodaæa  domawnego  imu]estva v garaæe         kori‰tena roba za prodaju

Iib guri hortii lagu qabto          »˚Hø§†HœHG∂HßMÅMN†            ÏÓnlgH D†  UdfgH

cosas para usar en la casa          predmety domawnego obixoda         domaçinske stvari 

alaabta guriga                                       ˝B˚¬ ˝∂HßM                  ˝bklgH  £heı

anuncios                                 ob=qvleniq v gazete                             reklama

xayaysiis iib                           »¬H˚BMN§NH“∆flHˆ§ˆæÓ              Ôhk@¨˘]tdpw



Household Goods

1.  dishes

2.  furniture

3.  linens

4.  mattress

trastes o platos 
posuda 
posu√e
saxamo/suxuun

»˚HøB™åÓˇMNΩ
‰hf≈ı

muebles 
mebel;
namje‰taj
saabaan/alaabta guriga sida miis, iwm

H¬©ƒ¬
£heı

ropa de cama  
bel;\

rublje
maryaha guri

»†H©¬ 
Ôhqhdƒ

colchones  
matracy

madrac
furaash/joodari

Úå∆
ÅHn†

6



Household Goods

5.  silverware

6.  toys

cubiertos para comer
stolovoe serebro

srebreni pribor za jelo
weelka lacagta ah

˝Hæ˚≠M‰åH®
]dqtgH }vªhlgH ]dkÓ

juguetes
igruwki 

igraãke
caruur-maaweeliye

flBHƒÏHƒßH 
Ïhugı
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UUsseedd  hhoouusseehhoolldd  ggooooddss,,  ccllootthheess  aanndd  ttooyyss  ccaann  bbee  rreeuusseedd  aanndd  rreeccyycclleedd..
HHoouusseehhoolldd  ggooooddss  aarree  ffuurrnniittuurree,,  ddiisshheess,,  ssiillvveerrwwaarree,,  ggllaasssswwaarree,,  lliinneennss
aanndd  mmaattttrreesssseess..

Clean, usable household goods, clothes and toys can be donated to many 
organizations.  Find out if your county has a Community Action Program that
takes donations.  Churches often take donations.  Depending upon where you
live, some organizations, like the Disabled Veterans and the Salvation Army, will
come to your home to pick up donations.

Look in the Yellow Pages telephone book under “thrift shops” or “furniture used,”
to find a place that takes donations.  Some places only take furniture, 
others only clothes, or toys.  Call ahead to find out if they will take your items.

You can sell your clothes, and sometimes toys, on consignment.  To sell on
consignment, you take the things you want to sell to a consignment store.  The
store does not pay you until after it sells your things.  They will keep 20% to
60% of the sale price.  To find a store that will sell your things, look in the Yellow
Pages telephone book under “clothing consignment for resale.”  Call them first,
to find out if they are able to take your things, before bringing your items in.  

You can sell things yourself at a garage sale.  It is a good idea to go to a few
garage sales first to see how they are handled.  A few days before the garage
sale, take all of the items you no longer need, and set them up neatly in the
garage.  Be sure to mark the sale price that you want for each item.  It is a good
idea to put an ad in the paper that will tell other people the day, date, and time
of your sale.  You will have to pay for the ad.  Put some signs on the streets
near your home, so the people who are driving by will know about your sale.

You can also sell used items through the want ads in your local newspaper. You
will have to pay for the ad.  Call your newspaper, tell them you want to place a
classified ad, and what you want the ad to say.  Include your phone number.   

8
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EExxeerrcciissee  11

PPuutt  tthhee  lleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonnss  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  wwoorrdd..

1.  ______  classified ads              

2.  ______  household goods         

3.  ______  garage sale                   

4.  ______  consignment                 

5.  ______  to donate                       

EExxeerrcciissee  22

AAnnsswweerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreeaaddiinngg..

1.  What kind of household goods, clothes and toys can be donated?  ________

________________________________________________________________

2.  What are the three ways you can sell furniture?   ______________________

________________________________________________________________

3.  What does a consignment store pay you for your items?   _______________

________________________________________________________________

4.  If I don’t want to sell things I no longer want, what can I do with them?  ____

________________________________________________________________

5.  Where can you find a place that will take donations?   __________________

________________________________________________________________

A.  to lend an item to a store who will sell 
it for you, then you are paid part of the
sale price after the item is sold

B.  newspaper advertisements about 
things people are selling

C.  to give away
D.  a sale of household goods, toys and      

clothes at a person’s house
E.  furniture, dishes, beds, blankets 



EExxeerrcciissee  33

TThheessee  sseenntteenncceess  aarree  ffaallssee..    CCrroossss  oouutt  tthhee  wwrroonngg  wwoorrdd  oorr  wwoorrddss,,  aanndd
cchhaannggee  tthheessee  iinnttoo  ttrruuee  sseenntteenncceess..

1.  Dirty, useless household goods can be devoted to many

organizations.

2.  Some organizations will come to your school to pick up 

donations.

3.  Look in the Yellow Pages, under “Gift Shops” or “Furniture 

Refinishing,” to find a place that will take your donations.

4.  Some stores will sell things for you on conversation.

5.  The consignment store will pay you before they sell your things.

6.  A consignment store will keep 50% to 75% of the sale price.

7.  You can also sell things yourself at a basement sale.

8.  You could advertise your garage sale on TV.

9.  You could also put fences on streets near your house.

10
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EExxeerrcciissee  44

1.  You are talking with a friend.  Finish the following dialog.

You:  I don’t know what to do with these clothes.  The kids have 
outgrown them.

Friend:     Why don’t you ____________________________________ 

You:  __How can I do that?

Friend:  __It’s easy. First you _________________________________
__then_____________________________________________

You:  __Thanks for the information.

Friend:  __You’re welcome.

2.  Repeat the same dialog starting with:

You:  __I don’t know what to do with this old furniture now that we’ve 
  bought new stuff.

3.  Repeat the same dialog starting with:

You:  __I don’t know what to do with these old toys.  The kids don’t 
    play with them anymore.



DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with your partner.

1. Do you throw away empty cans and bottles?
2. What do you do with your old newspapers?
3. Did you recycle in your country? 
4. If yes, what did you recycle?

CChhaapptteerr  22

WWhhaatt  CCaann  YYoouu  RReeccyyccllee  AAtt  HHoommee??
HHooww  CCaann  YYoouu  RReeccyyccllee  IItt??

12
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  community  (city, town, or area where you live)

2.  crush  (to make something smaller, so it takes up less space)

3.  tear down and flatten  (to make something flat)

4.  newspaper inserts and supplements  (extra advertising booklets and papers
that are added to the newspaper)

5.  labels  (on a container, the paper or plastic on which the name of the
product, and other information, is printed)

6.  probably (usually true)

7.  remove  (to take something off)

comunidad                    mesto æitelstva, rajon                   mjesna ili dru‰tvena zajednica

beel, xaafad                             »u¬H“                             K˛ml

aplastar las latas                           smqt;                                       smrskati,  zdrobiti

burburi                                         VN…»©                           Lxpd 

desarmar las cajas de cartón                   spl[]it;                    spljo‰titi, izravnati

sin                                                          Vn…i™                 Pxsd

suplementos o papeles de los periódicos               gazetnye vkladywi i priloæeniq 
uvrstiti I dopuniti jariidad galis iyo boggaga dheeraadka ah ee wargees 

»¬H˚BMNÒªH¬œ                                                ˇpw  Ôhrpgl

marquilla                                    `tiketki                                         etikete

warqadda magaca                     Ïß≠Nƒ                        Ôhrwgl

probablemente                                    veroqtno                                      vjerovatno 

ay u dhawdahay/laga yaabaa              flM®˝H¬∆πH»ƒ                    Gljpl©H ¬

remover                                     udalit;                                       ukloniti

ka qaad, ka jar                           ∆åHVNƒ                        ˝dbd



VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

8.  rinse  (to wash clean with water)

9.  separate (to put like things in one place and different things in another 
place, to keep things apart)

10.  sort (to arrange things according to kind, to put similar things together)

11.  caps and lids (tops from bottles and jars)

enjuagar                                propoloskat;                               ispirati

dhaqdhaq                                  ∆ßå                       ˝syd

separar                                razdelit;                                      odvojiti

kala saar                               VN…HV“                       ˝wtd 

colocar las misma y el mismo color juntos         rassortirovat;         razvrstati, sortirati

isku du’u inta is leh                                               VN…Ï∆N¬ &mk

tapa                                      probki i krywki                         ‰arafi i poklopci

fur iyo dabool                        HˆHM∂©NßMHˆ˚HM∂©                Dkhk®  ]dx¥H

14



1.  drink cans

2.  food cans

3.  corrugated cardboard boxes

4.  glass bottles and jars

WWhhaatt  YYoouu  CCaann  PPrroobbaabbllyy  RReeccyyccllee  FFrroomm  YYoouurr  HHoommee

latas de gaseosa o cerveza
'estqnye banki iz-pod napitkov 
konzervirano piçe
daasad/qasac cabitaan

»ƒHåM˚flHˆ§≈M®
JhfMnal  Fg¨

latas de comida
konservnye banki
konzervirana hrana
daasad/qasac cunto

MNß˚…flHˆ§≈M®
J!m…∫l  Ïg¨

cajas de cárton
korobka iz gofrirovannogo kartona 
narebriti kartoni
sanduuq/kartoon warqad lakabyo adag ah

flH»NHV“V˚≠§˚M∆NH…flHˆ»ƒu“
”ml¬ mjnæ Fg¨

vidrios, botellas y jarras
steklqnnye  banki i butylki
staklene fla‰e i  galoni
quraarad/qarsho iyo daasad/qasac

flH|å∂å§N≈ƒ
Jhkhf≈nl m Id[h[b  Dkhkr

15



WWhhaatt  YYoouu  CCaann  PPrroobbaabbllyy  RReeccyyccllee  FFrroomm  YYoouurr  HHoommee

5.  newspapers

6.  plastic bottles

7.  plastic water and juice jugs

8.  plastic milk jugs

periódicos
gazety
novine
wargeesyo

Hˆ»¬H˚BMN
ˇpw

botellas plásticas
plastmassovye butylki
plastiãne fla‰e
quraarad/qarsho caag ah

§…∂∆ßH©™flHˆ§N≈ƒ
Id;djs@f  Dkhk®

envases plasticos de agua o de jugo
plastmassovye \mkosti iz-pod vody ili soka
plastiãni vrãevi za vodu ili skove
joogga/haanta caagga ah ee biyaha ama
cabitaanka kale

»M∂¬ƒÓMÏÓ§…∂∆ßH©™ˇMNΩ 
Id;djs@ƒ nd∑¨ Mı /h¬  R∂NhƒH

envases plásticos de leche
plastmassovye \mkosti iz-pod  moloka
plastiãni mlijeãni kanisteri
joogga/haanta caagga ah ee caanaha

N∂å§…∂∆ßH©™ˇMNΩ
Id;djs@ƒÏdgp‰∂NhƒH

16



17

WWhhaatt  YYoouu  CCaann  PPrroobbaabbllyy  RReeccyyccllee  FFrroomm  YYoouurr  HHoommee

9.  aluminum foil and trays

10.  empty aerosol cans

11.  boxboard

12.  mixed paper and junk mail

lámina de aluminio o bandejas
al[minievaq  fol;ga ili lotki
aluminijumska folija i tacne
warqad ama saxan aluuminiyoom ah

§¬M∂˚∂¬M©ÓflHˆC¥H…H∂ÏH®åƒ
DkHmw M Òmdkl©H ‰nm

latas de aerosol desocupadas
pustye a`rozol;nye ballony
prazne metalne boce od spreja
daasad/qasac buufiye ah

§©Hø»V˚˚…MƒÅMø§N™ßH
]ohoƒ Fg¨

cajas de cereal o galletas
kartonnye  korobki 
kartonska kutija
sanduuq/kartoon warqad lakab kaliya  ah  

§∂HM®¬»ƒu“ 
flmr¬  RnM

toda clase de papel o papel de correo que no utilice
buma'naq produkciq, reklamnye materialy,
posylaemye po pohte
razni papiri i nevaÏna po‰ta
waraaqo isku dhafan iyo waraaqo xayaysiis ama xashiis ah

»¬H˚BMN§∆NH“∆flHˆ§ˆæÓ&HM˚H
V∂nƒ }Vno M ]xgjo¬  ‰HNMH
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WWhhaatt  YYoouu  CCaann  PPrroobbaabbllyy  RReeccyyccllee  FFrroomm  YYoouurr  HHoommee

13.  magazines

14.  phone books

15.  paper grocery bags

revistas
æurnaly
ãasopisi
wargeesyada duuban/majalad

ÔH©“¬
Ô@[l

directorios teléfonicos
telefonnye knigi
telefonske knjige
buugga tilifoonnada

†©∆flH¬˚ˆHN
T∆hi©H ˝d©V

bolsas de papel usadas en el supermércado
buma'nye mewki dlq produktov
papirne vreçice za namirnice
kolleyga/dambiilaha warqada ah ee dukaannada

V∂NøflC¥H…flHˆ»ß∂…
]d®NM ]©hrf Íhd…H
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HOW TO RECYCLE IT

You must rinse them clean.
You may have to remove paper labels.

It must be clean.
You must remove staples.
You must flatten or tear down into 3’ x 3’ bundles.
You cannot recycle pizza or pop boxes.
They must not be plastic coated boxes.

You must rinse out food.
You must remove caps and lids.
You may have to remove foil labels.
You may have to sort by color:
clear, brown or green glass.

You must put them in a paper grocery bag.

They must be clean and dry.
Newspaper supplements and inserts can be recycled.
You must put them in a paper grocery bag or 
recycling bin.

You can recycle typing and computer paper.
You can recycle envelopes, letters, ads and  
brochures.
You must put them in a paper grocery bag.

You must remove any bags inside.
You must flatten and put them in a paper grocery bag.

They must be pop, milk, juice or water bottles.
You must rinse them clean.
You must remove caps or lids.
You may have to separate by type:
milk, juice and water jugs, pop bottles, soap, 
shampoo, and detergent bottles.
Your city may recycle other plastic bottles.

You must remove caps.
They must be empty.

WHAT YOU CAN RECYCLE

A.  cans

B.  corrugated cardboard

C.  glass bottles and jars

J. magazines, catalogs and
phone books

D.  newspapers

I.  mixed paper and junk mail 

H.  boxboard

E.  plastic bottles

G.  aerosol cans

F.  aluminum foil or trays You must rinse off food.



EExxeerrcciissee  11

RReeaadd  tthhee  ttaabbllee  oonn  tthhee  pprreevviioouuss  ppaaggee..    WWrriittee  ddoowwnn  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  wwhhaatt
ttoo  rreeccyyccllee  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  pphhrraassee  ooff  hhooww  ttoo  rreeccyyccllee  iitt..

TThheerree  ccaann  bbee  mmoorree  tthhaann  oonnee  ccoorrrreecctt  aannsswweerr..

1.  glass bottles and plastic bottles Take off caps and rings.

2.  _________________________   Rinse out food.

3.  _________________________   Flatten or tear down.

4.  _________________________   Put in a paper grocery bag.

5.  _________________________   Take off labels.

6.  _________________________   Remove caps and lids.

7.  _________________________   Sort by color.

8.  _________________________   No pizza boxes. 

9.  _________________________   Remove any bags inside.

10.  _________________________   Must be clean and dry.

11.  _________________________   Must be empty.

20
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EExxeerrcciissee  22  --  FFiillll  iinn  tthhee  BBllaannkkss

B.  Corrugated cardboard                __________ or tear down.  Must be 
____________.  _________ pizza boxes.      

C.  Glass bottles and jars                Rinse ___________ food.   ________ caps,
lids and rings.    __________  by color.          

A.  Cans                                        _________ labels and _______ them clean.

D.  Magazines and catalogs             __________ them in a paper grocery bag.



E.  Newspapers                             Must be _________ and dry.  Put them in
a ______________ bin or _____________.

G.  Mixed paper and mail               You __________ recycle cards, ____   ___  
_____________, ads and brochures.  Put
them in a _________________________.

F.  Plastic bottles                           __________ them clean.  __________ caps 
and rings.  Separate by _______________.  

EExxeerrcciissee  22  CCoonnttiinnuueedd  --  FFiillll  iinn  tthhee  bbllaannkkss

H.  Boxboard                                  You must remove ______________ inside.
___________ and put them in a paper bag.   

22
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Yes, I can / No, I can’tCan you recycle these from your
home?

A.  cans

B.  corrugated cardboard

C.  glass bottles and jars

M.  phone books

D.  newspapers

L.   magazines and catalogs 

K.  mixed paper and junk mail

E.   plastic bottles
pop, milk, juice or water bottles

F.   other plastic bottles
shampoo, ketchup, others

H.  aerosol cans

J.   boxboard

G.  aluminum foil or trays

EExxeerrcciissee  33
NNOOTTEE:: To do this exercise, you will need information about 
recycling in your local community. If you don’t know, ask your
teacher to help you learn what you can recycle from your home.
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Example 1.
A.  What are you doing with these 

cans?
B.  I’m recycling them.
A.  You need to rinse them first.              

1.  rinse them

2.  ____________________               3.  ____________________

4.  ____________________                5.  ____________________

EExxeerrcciissee  44
WWoorrkk  wwiitthh  aa  ppaarrttnneerr..    LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess..    UUssee  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn
ffrroomm  tthhee  ttaabbllee  oonn  ppaaggee  1199,,  ttoo  tteellll  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr  hhooww  ttoo  rreeccyyccllee  iitt..

6.  ____________________               7.  ____________________



DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with your partner.

1.  Do you live in an apartment or a house?
2.  Do you recycle at your home?
3.  Where do you put things for recycling?
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CChhaapptteerr  33

WWhheenn  AAnndd  WWhheerree  CCaann  YYoouu  RReeccyyccllee??



Curb  (the edge of the street, where it meets the yard)

If you live in a house, and are not sure where to put your recyclables, call the
city and ask.  You probably put the things you are going to recycle by the curb.
The curb is the edge of the street, where it meets the yard.  You can use the
recycling bin that your garbage hauler provides, or paper grocery bags.  Never
use plastic grocery bags for this.  Put the bins and bags next to the curb on the
evening before recycling day, or before 7:00 in the morning.

If you live in an apartment and are not sure where to put your recyclables, call
your landlord and ask.  You probably have large recycling bins at the back of
your apartment building.  If so, you don’t have to wait for a special recycling day.
You can put things in the recycling bins whenever you want.  The bins will be
labeled.  Sort your items carefully and put materials in the right bins.  Don’t put
paper grocery bags in the same recycling bins as the cans or bottles.  You can
reuse the paper bags, or recycle them by putting them in the bin that holds
newspapers.  
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WWhheerree  ddoo  yyoouu  kkeeeepp  tthhiinnggss  ffoorr  rreeccyycclliinngg  bbeeffoorree  rreeccyycclliinngg  ddaayy??

House with a curbside recycling program:

Keep them in paper grocery bags or recycling bins, in your house or   
garage.  Carry them to the curb for recycling.

Apartment recycling program:

Every day is recycling day in an apartment.  You can store things to   
recycle in paper bags, or put them in the recycling bins every day.

WWhheerree  ddoo  II  rreeccyyccllee  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  tthhaatt  mmyy  ggaarrbbaaggee  hhaauulleerr  wwoonn’’tt  ttaakkee??

If you don’t have curbside or apartment recycling, you can take your recycling
items to a drop-off center.  You can bring newspapers, other papers, plastic,
glass and cans all together to a drop-off center.  You can separate them at the
drop-off center and put them in the correct recycling bin.  There is more 
information about what to take to drop-off sites, later in the book.  

DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ttoo  rreeccyyccllee??

No, but it’s a good idea to recycle.  It depends on the policies of the community
in which you live, but in some communities you will save money if you recycle.

WWhhyy  iiss  rreeccyycclliinngg  aa  ggoooodd  iiddeeaa??

It’s good for your community, which means it’s good for you.  The recyclables
are sold to companies that can use them to make new products we all use.  It
saves our natural resources when we can recycle something.  Reusing and
recycling also reduces the garbage.  Besides, it’s so easy to do.  



EExxeerrcciissee  11

TThheessee  sseenntteenncceess  aarree  ffaallssee..    CCrroossss  oouutt  tthhee  wwrroonngg  wwoorrdd  oorr  wwoorrddss,,  aanndd
cchhaannggee  tthheessee  iinnttoo  ttrruuee  sseenntteenncceess..

1.  If you live in an apartment you probably recycle at the curb.

2.  You can put your recyclables in bins or plastic garbage bags, and put 
them at the curb.

3.  You should put your bins and bags outside before noon on recycling 
day.

4.  Apartment buildings usually have one large recycling bin.

5.  You don’t have to put things in the right bin.

6.  You can put paper grocery bags in the same bin with the glass 
bottles.

7.  If your garbage hauler does not pick up recyclables, you should 
just throw everything in the trash.

8.  You shouldn’t recycle because it is bad for your community.

9.  It is against the law to put recyclable aluminum cans in the garbage.

10.  Recycling will put more garbage in the landfill or resource recovery facility.
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EExxeerrcciissee  22

LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  ccaalleennddaarr  aanndd  ffiillll  iinn  aallll  tthhee  mmiissssiinngg  wwoorrddss..

EExxeerrcciissee  33
AAnnsswweerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss..

1. What is the date of the first Wednesday?  ____________________________

2. What is the date of the second Thursday?  ___________________________

3. What is the date of the fifth Tuesday?  _______________________________

4. What are the dates of the first and third Mondays?   ____________________

5. What are the dates of the second and fourth Fridays?  __________________
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RReeccyycclliinngg  DDaayyss

OOnnccee  aa  mmoonntthh
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, once a month. 
It’s the same day every month, for example, the third Friday or the 
fourth Tuesday.

TTwwiiccee  aa  mmoonntthh
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, twice a month, 
for example, the first and third Wednesdays.  If there are five 
Wednesdays in a month, they will not pick up on the fifth Wednesday,
because that would be every other week and not twice a month.

EEvveerryy  ootthheerr  wweeeekk
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, every other 
week.  The first week they pick up, the second week they don’t.  The 
next week they pick up, and the week after that they don’t.

OOnnccee  aa  wweeeekk
Some neighborhoods pick recyclables up, at the curb, the same day 
every week.  For example, they will pick up every week on Friday or 
every week on Monday.

HHoolliiddaayyss
If your usual recycling day is a holiday, like Thanksgiving or Christmas,
in most communities the recyclables will be picked up the day after 
the holiday, unless that day is a Sunday.  After that it returns to the
usual recycling schedule.   
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CCaalleennddaarr
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EExxeerrcciissee  44
1.  What is the date of the second Monday in October?                 ___________

2.  What is the date of the fourth Wednesday in September?         ___________

3.  What is the date of the third Thursday in September?               ___________

4.  Your recycling days are the first and third Tuesdays.
(a)  What are the dates in September?                            ___________
(b)  What are the dates in October?                                ___________

5.  Your recycling days are twice a month, on the 9th and 23rd 
of September.  When is your next recycling day?                     ___________

6.  Your recycling days are every other week, on the 9th and 
23rd of September.  When is your next recycling day?             ___________

7.  Your recycling days are on the 3rd and 17th of September.
When is your next recycling day?                                           ___________

8.  Your recycling day is once a month, on the 19th of September.
When is your next recycling day?                                           ___________

EExxeerrcciissee  55
WWoorrkk  wwiitthh  aa  ppaarrttnneerr..    AAnnsswweerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  aabboouutt  hhooww  yyoouu  rreeccyyccllee..
A:  Do you live in a house or an apartment?
B:  I live in ________________________________.
A:  What do you recycle?
B:  ______________________________________.
A:  Where do you put things for recycling?
B:  ______________________________________.
A:  When do you recycle?
B:  ______________________________________.
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CChhaapptteerr  44

WWhhaatt  IIss  HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  WWaassttee??
WWhhaatt  DDoo  WWaarrnniinngg  LLaabbeellss  MMeeaann??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with your partner.

1.  Did you use chemicals at home in your country?
2.  Do you use household chemicals here?
3.  Why are some chemicals dangerous?
4.  What hazardous chemicals are in your house?  

33



VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  burns  (injury to the skin from heat, fire or chemicals)

2.  flammable  (something that will catch fire and burn easily)

3.  toxic  (something will will make you sick if you eat, drink or breathe it)

4.  corrosive  (a liquid that will burn your skin or eyes upon contact and, if you 
drink it, it will burn your mouth and throat)

5.  caution - mild hazard  (this is a little dangerous to use, so be careful)

6.  warning - moderate hazard  (this is dangerous to use, so be very careful)

7.  danger - extreme hazard  (this is extremely dangerous to use, so take 
every precaution.)

quemaduras                                     oæogi                                         opekline

gubniin                                             ∆øMß                        ‰MNp

inflamable                                    ogneopasnyj                             izgoretine

guban kara                                    ˝Hu∆åH˝ƒH®                 ˝huja!H  U∂ns

veneno o toxico                             qdovityj                                     toxiãnost

sun ah                                             §¬ß   Òhs 

corrosivo                                        edkij                                       sredstvo koje nagriza

wax milaya/wax jara                      »V˚BMßVHM¬                      ]©h…ı }Vhl 

precaución  (poco peligor)            predostereæenie  vozmo'no neblagopriqtnoe vozdejstvie  

predostroÏnost is jir - khatar sahlan             Ò∂H©¬N≈ø--»“M∆           Idfkj

advertencia  (moderado peligro)   predupre'denie,  povywennaq opasnost; 
neblagopriqtnogo vozdejstviq                              upozorenje, opomena

digniin - khatar dhexdhexaad ah                  Ò∂H©¬N≈ø NH≈øH               n∂cp∆

peligro  (mucho peligro)                         Opasen                                  opastnost

khatar - khatar culus                            flV“N≈ø                   nxo
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

8.  inhale  (to breathe in)

9.  absorb  (to enter your body through your skin)

10.  swallow  (to drink, eat or injest something)

11.  chemical  (man-made substance used for cleaning, gardening, etc.)

1.  aerosol containers - flammable

HHaazzaarrddoouuss  HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPrroodduuccttss

inhalar                                          vdyxat;                                           udisati

jiid neef/hawo jiid                           VN…Í†˚∆                       ‰akjsd

absorber                                     pronikat;                                           upiti

liq/u gudub/ ku dux                       VN…ÏC“                         Wjld

tragar o pasar                            proglotit;                                        progutati

liq                                                V∂u©ƒ                             Ugjfd

quimicos                            ximiheskie ve]estva                                kemikalije

maado kiimiko ah                       §∂H∂¬∂åVHM¬                       Jhdªhld… 

aerosoles
a`rozol;nye ballonhiki
boce pod pritiskom sprejovi
daasad/qasac buufiye ah

§©ßMNªÓ VHM¬ flMHπ ˇMNΩ
]ohoƒ  ]d¨MH



HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  PPrroodduuccttss      

2.  cleaning solvents - flammable

3.  gasoline - flammable

4.  kerosene - flammable

5.  oil-based paint - flammable

solventes para limpiar
histq]ie rastvory
ãi‰ãenje otopinom
nadiifiye mile ah sida baansiin ama baatrool

»V˚˚…ÚH™  flHˆ©M©π¬
]fdCl Jhtzk¬

gasolina
benzin
benzin
baansiin/baatrool

∂B˚ƒ
K∂bkƒ

kerosene
kerosin
petrolej, kerozin
gaas

Ô†˚ 
KdsMnd…

pintura do aceite 
maslqnye  kraski
uljana temeljna farba
rinji ku samaysan saliid

§˚¥MNÆ˚N 
hˆV  J∂B
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HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  PPrroodduuccttss

6.  paint thinner - flammable

7.  paint stripper - toxic

8.  wood preservative - toxic

9.  pesticides - toxic

aguarras o tiner 
razbavitel; dlq krasok
razre√ivaã farbe
rinji furfure

»V˚˚… ‰∂®N VHM¬
hˆvg©  Tto¬

liquido para quitar pintura
sredstvo dlq udaleniq  kraski 
ãistaç farbe
rinji fujiye

Æ˚N VHM¬ 
Hˆvg© G∂b¬

pintura para presevar la madera
propitohnyj sostav dlq dereva 
specialna farba za za‰titu drveta
loox biyo ka-dhawre

ÏM≠ Ω†Hπ¬
Ïaog© ‰HM  HˆV

pesticidas
pesticidy
pesticidi
sun dulin ama cayayaan

HˆÅ…»Nåπ 
ÔHNapg©  JHvdf¬
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HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  PPrroodduuccttss

10.  rodent poison - toxic 

11.  battery acid - corrosive  

12.  drain cleaners & toilet bowl cleaners - 
corrosive

13.  oven cleaners - corrosive

veneno para ratas o roedores
krysinyj qd
otrov za glodavce
sun jiir ama dooli

ÅM¬Lß 
Hcn[g©   Ls

acido para baterias
`lektrolit 
baterija sa kiselinom
asiidh dhagax/aashito baytari

flN≈Hƒ V∂ßH
]d vdß h ]f Nhxf 

liquido para desinfectar o limpiar baños
sredstva dlq histki stokov i unitazov
suhi ãistaãi i kupasti ãistaãi WC-a
nadiifiye marin biyo iyo musqulaha ama baytalmayga

Ô©HM∆M §∂Må∆ßVflĤ »V˚̊ … B∂¬∆ 
ŒhpNlg©    Jhtzk¬    M    Ôḧ @fg©     Jhtzk¬

quimicos para limpiar hornos
sredstva dlq histki  kuxonnyx  plit
ãistaç kutije od ‰pareta
nadiifiye foorno ama muufo

MÓ h∂ N† flHˆ»V˚˚… B∂¬∆ 
Ntg©  Ôhtzk¬ 
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BBee  CCaarreeffuull!!
Household hazardous products can hurt your children, pets 

and you.

Be very careful when using all hazardous products, even 
ordinary household cleaning products.  

Many household products are hazardous because they are flammable, toxic, or
corrosive.  Household hazardous products are chemicals.  They can be 
dangerous to people and the environment.  They can be very dangerous if they
are swallowed, inhaled, mixed with other chemicals, thrown away or spilled.    

Never mix 2 chemicals together.  Even if they are relatively safe,
mixing them may cause a toxic gas, that you would inhale. 

Bleach and ammonia, as an example, are extremely poisonous if mixed 
together.  Always read warning labels to be sure you are not mixing together
cleaners with these chemicals. 

When you are using a product, never leave it unattended, even
for a moment.  Both children and pets are very curious.  As soon

as you are finished, store the 
product safely away.  Be 
careful with it.  Store it away
from heat so it will not start a 
fire.  It is important to keep 
all chemicals up high and out 
of the reach of children. 

If you must use a product that is hazardous, try not to buy extra.  Buy only what
you need for the job.  This is one instance when you do not want to buy a big
container to save money.  Safety is more important.  Remember, it’s better to
use all of a product for it’s proper purpose, than to throw it away.



LLooookk  ffoorr  pprroodduuccttss  tthhaatt  aarree  ssaaffee  ttoo  uussee..

There are many products that are very safe to use.  Some examples
would be vinegar and baking soda.  You might want to check on
what products are safe, and use those products instead of hazardous
household chemicals.  They will be safer for your family, and you
will not have to worry about recycling hazardous waste.  

WWhhaatt  DDoo  WWaarrnniinngg  LLaabbeellss  MMeeaann??
Read the label to see if a household chemical is hazardous.  Words
like ccaauuttiioonn, wwaarrnniinngg, and ddaannggeerr tell how hazardous a product is.  

““CCaauuttiioonn”” means it’s a little hazardous to use, so be careful.

““WWaarrnniinngg”” means it’s hazardous to use, so be very careful.

““DDaannggeerr”” or “ppooiissoonn”” means it’s very hazardous, so be extremely 
careful! 
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FFllaammmmaabbllee  --  If the label says ““ffiirree,,””  ““hheeaatt,,””  ““ffllaammee,,””  ““ccoommbbuussttiibbllee,,””
or ““ccoonnttaaiinnss  ppeettrroolleeuumm  ddiissttiillllaattee,,””  it is ffllaammmmaabbllee..    

TTooxxiicc - If the label says “ppooiissoonn,,””  ““ffaattaall  oorr  hhaarrmmffuull  iiff  sswwaalllloowweedd,,””
“hhaarrmmffuull  iiff  iinnhhaalleedd,,”” or “hhaarrmmffuull  iiff  aabbssoorrbbeedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  sskkiinn,,”” the
product is ttooxxiicc. 

CCoorrrroossiivvee - If the label says “aacciidd,,”” “llyyee,,”” “bbuurrnnss,,”” or “bbuurrnnss  sskkiinn  oorr
eeyyeess,,”” it is ccoorrrroossiivvee.

Some products are a combination.  They may be ffllaammmmaabbllee  aanndd
ttooxxiicc, or ttooxxiicc  aanndd  ccoorrrroossiivvee.
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EExxeerrcciissee  11

FFiillll  iinn  tthhee  mmiissssiinngg  wwoorrddss..

1.  Flammable chemicals can start a __________.

2.  Toxic chemicals are harmful if __________ or __________.

3.  Corrosive chemicals can __________ your skin.

4.  ____________ means that product is dangerous.

5.  ____________ means that product is a little dangerous.

6.  ____________ means that product is extremely dangerous.

7.  ____________ means you breathe something in.

8.  ____________ means something goes into your body through your skin.

9.  ____________ is what you do when you eat or drink something.

10.  It’s better to use a product that is not ______________.

11.  If you must use a hazardous product, buy _______________________.

12.  It’s better to use all of the toxic product in a container, than it is to
______________________.

13.  Always be _______________ with hazardous products.
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Flammable    _____________________
________________________________
Toxic  harmful, fatal ,swallowed            
________________________________
Corrosive 
________________________________

Flammable  ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive  _______________________
________________________________

Flammable  ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive  _______________________
________________________________

Flammable  ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive  _______________________
________________________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

EExxeerrcciissee  22

RReeaadd  tthhee  llaabbeellss..    CCiirrccllee  tthhee  wwoorrddss  tthhaatt  tteellll  yyoouu  tthhee  pprroodduucctt  iiss  
ffllaammmmaabbllee,,  ttooxxiicc  oorr  ccoorrrroossiivvee..    WWrriittee  tthhee  wwoorrddss  yyoouu  cciirrcclleedd..



EExxeerrcciissee  22  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

RReeaadd  tthhee  llaabbeellss..    CCiirrccllee  tthhee  wwoorrddss  tthhaatt  tteellll  yyoouu  tthhee  pprroodduucctt  iiss  
ffllaammmmaabbllee,,  ttooxxiicc  oorr  ccoorrrroossiivvee..    WWrriittee  tthhee  wwoorrddss  yyoouu  cciirrcclleedd..

Flammable_______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive  _______________________
________________________________

Flammable  ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive  _______________________
________________________________

Flammable  ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive  _______________________
________________________________

Flammable  ______________________
________________________________
Toxic ___________________________
________________________________
Corrosive  _______________________
________________________________

5.

6.

7.

8.
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6.  ____________________               7.  ____________________

Example
A:  I need to buy some paint thinner.
B:  How much do you need?
A:  I don’t know.
B:  You should figure it out.  It’s 

flammable.  If you buy too much you 
can’t just throw it away.

1.  flammable A:  You’re right.  Thanks for reminding me.   

2.  ____________________               3.  ____________________

4.  ____________________               5.  ____________________

EExxeerrcciissee  33

PPrraaccttiiccee  tthhee  ddiiaalloogg..    LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess  aanndd  lliisstteenn  ttoo  wwhhaatt  yyoouurr
ppaarrttnneerr  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbuuyy..    TThheenn  eexxppllaaiinn  wwhhyy  iitt’’ss  hhaazzaarrddoouuss..
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EExxeerrcciissee  44

TThhiinnkk  aabboouutt  wwhhaatt  hhaazzaarrddoouuss  pprroodduuccttss  yyoouu  hhaavvee  iinn  yyoouurr  hhoommee..    LLiisstt
tthheemm  uunnddeerr  tthhee  hheeaaddiinnggss  bbeellooww..

WWhhaatt  iiss  iitt??  WWhhyy  iiss  iitt  ddaannggeerroouuss?? WWhheerree  ddoo  yyoouu
  kkeeeepp  iitt??

      gasoline                 flammable               garage           
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
_______________     __________________    _______________
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CChhaapptteerr  55

HHooww  CCaann  YYoouu  DDiissppoossee  OOff  HHoouusseehhoolldd  HHaazzaarrddoouuss
WWaassttee??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with your partner.

1.  What toxic products do you have in your home? 
2.  Do you have flammable products in your home?

What are they?
3.  How do you get rid of hazardous waste?      
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  cat litter  (product used to fill the box where a cat can urinate)

2.  dispose  (to throw away)

3.  dry  (to allow moisture to evaporate, to allow paint to get hard)

4.  fire  (when something is burning)

5.  flame  (the part of the fire that you can see)

6.  flush  (to make water run through the toilet)

7.  problem materials  (things that are not safe to throw away with regular trash)

8.  sand  (very small pieces of stones)

productos para camas de gatos    granuly dlq otxo'ix mest dlq kowek    maciji otpati

gogol/wax bisaddu ku dul kaadido   »ƒNæ Ô©HM∆            ]x®©H N∂ns

disponer                                         vybrosit;                                     raspolaganje

tuur                                                ∆øHV˚HNMV                        D¬n∂

secar                                               suwit;                                             su‰iti

engeji                                              VN…Úåø                       ˇt[∂

fuego                                                ogon;                                       vatra, poÏar

dab                                                   Å∆Ó                            Nh˚

llama                                                plamq                                           plamen

olol                                                   »©uå                           ]guå

bajar el agua                                        smyt;, slit; vodu                               crvenilo

ku fur biyo                                 V∂å… M†∂ß        (Òhlp©H D†) /hl©H În[∂

problema con materiales                 nebezopasnye dlq okru'a[]ej sredy materialy
materijalni problem alaabo aan la raacin karin qashinka caadiga ah  

ÚH˚N≈ø VHM¬                      }nxo VHm¬

arena                                                 pesok                                            pijesak
siid                                                     å                             ˝¬N
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

9.  sawdust  (very small pieces of wood from sawing)

10.  sanitary sewer system  (water pipes that carry the dirty water away from
your house, to a processing plant)

11.  septic system  (a tank, buried in your yard, that collects dirty water from 
your house, if your house is not connected to a sanitary 
sewer system)

12.  storm sewer  (pipes that carry rain water from the yard or street directly to
the river, and not to a processing plant)

13.  splash  (to make liquid jump by pouring something too fast)

aserrin                                           opilki                                              piljevina

qashin faarad                                 »NH ÚHø                     Ïao©H  }Nha˚

sistema santiario                         kanalizaciq                          odvodni sanitarni sistem
habka iyo dhuumaha qaada wasakhda guryaha (dhuumaha bulaacaddaha)

§∆åHVˆƒ ÏH©œH† Ò∆ß∂ß                                       ]dpw  ÔHv∂Vl∆

sistema septico                         septiheskaq   sistema                    kanalizacija

hogga musqusha/baytalmayga           ÏH©œH† »H≠               Qhpn¬ }Ntp

sistema de alcantarillado               livnevaq kanalizaciq                  kanali za odvod

dhuumaha/tuubooyinka qaada biyaha roobka  HƒH∂øÏH©œH†  nxl©H /hl© ÔHv∂vl∆

salpicar                                       razbryzgivat;                                mrlja, fleka

duul-duuli, firdhi biyo                     VN… ∏åN∆                       Aan∂



MMoorree  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPrroodduuccttss

1.  ammonia type cleaners

2.  appliances  

3.  bathroom cleaners  

4.  floor polish  

ammoniacos
ammiahnye histq]ie sredstva
vi‰enamjenski ãistaãi
nadiifiye ay ku jirto amooniya

§¬M∂˚M¬Ó flHˆ»V˚˚…ÚH™ 
ÎNVha˚ Tzk¬

electrodomesticos
bytovoe oborudovanie 
aparati
qalabka guriga

»˚HøÏHƒßH 
]dªhfni… ÔHMVı

limpiador de baño
sredstva dlq histki tualetov
ãistaãi WC-a
nadiifiye musqul/baytalmay

Ô©HM∆ flHˆ»V˚˚…B∂¬∆
Òhlp  Jhtzk¬

cera para pisos
sredstva dlq natiraniq polov
sredstvo za poliranje poda
baalashka/asalka looxa dhulka guriga

Ô…NH™ Í…HM
ŒN@© U¬gl
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MMoorree  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPrroodduuccttss

5.  fluorescent lights  

6.  hair permanent lotion  

7.  insecticides

8.  latex paint  

luces flouresentes
lampy dnevnogo sveta
fluoroscenta rasvjeta
laydhka/nalka dheer

§∆˚ßNM©†flHˆ ¤¬H©
Înmgt  ∏hfw¬

loción para hacer permanente de pelo
'idkost; dlq zavivki  volos
losion za kosu
dawada beddesha nooca timaha

M¬»V˚˚…N†M∂ßM©
nuagH Vdu[j© ˝ms¥

insecticidas
insekticidy
insekticidi
sun cayayaan

HˆÅ…»Nåπ
ÔHnapg© vdf¬

pintura de agua
lateksnaq kraska
vodena boja
rinji saabuunta ku go’a

§ƒÓÆ˚N  
(n[agH }nhw¨) §eg©H hˆV
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MMoorree  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPrroodduuccttss

9.  lighter fluid  

10.  liquid bleaches

11.  medicines

12.  mercury thermostats  

liquido de ensendedor
æidkost; dlq za'igalok
upaljaã
hoore/dareere fudud

ÚV˚†BHæ 
}/hœ˘ Jfb

lejía o blanqueadores
æidkie otbelivateli
tekuãi izbjelivaã
cadeeye/midab cadeeye hoore ah

»V˚˚…V∂†ßU∂H¬
Qdf¬ ˝ªhs

medicinas
lekarstva
lijekovi
dawo

HˆMNHV
]dMVı

termometro de mercurio
rtutnye termostaty
Ïivin termostat
kulbeeg/kulayl cabire ay ku jirto maaddada merkuuriga

flH»M∂“flHˆÔH∆ßM¬N∆ 
Drfªb  }nHnp  Hbd¬
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MMoorree  HHaazzaarrddoouuss  HHoouusseehhoolldd  PPrroodduuccttss

13.  nickel-cadmium batteries  

14.  shoe polish

15.  solvents

16.  tile cleaner

baterias de níquel /cadmium
nikel;-kadmievye batarei
punjenje strujom baterije ponovo
dhagaxaan ama baytariyo dib loo isticmaali karo

§¬M∂¬VH…˝…∂˚flHˆflN≈Hƒ
pag©  ]gfh® ]dnhxf

lustre para zapátos
krem dlq obuvi
la‰tilo za cipele
baalashka kabaha

Å†…Í…HM
/Hcpg© Ulg¬

solventes
rastvoriteli
sredstva za ãi‰ãenje kemikalija
mile/shay wax milaya

Hˆ©M©π¬
Ôhfdcl

limpiadores de azulejos
sredstvo dlq histki kafel;nyx plitok
ãistaç za ploãice
nadiifiyaha marmarka 

ÅM™ˇ…»V˚˚…B∂¬∆
Nhotg©  Tzkl
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HHooww  ttoo  ddiissppoossee  ooff  hhoouusseehhoolldd  hhaazzaarrddoouuss  wwaassttee
Remember:
-  It’s better to use safer products instead of hazardous chemicals. 
-  If you must use a hazardous chemical, it’s better to use all of it

than to throw it away.
-  If you must throw something away, you must dispose of it properly.

Some things are so dangerous, you can’t throw them away or pour them in the
sink.  You must keep them in a safe place until you can take them to a 
household hazardous waste collection site.

Some things have dangerous chemicals inside.  You can’t throw these away:
appliances, fluorescent lights and mercury thermostats.  In some communities,
fluorescent lights can be taken to a hardware store, and they will be recycled for
you.  Call a hardware store in your area to see if that service is available.  If you
can’t find a hardware store to take them, you must save fluorescent bulbs until
you can take them to a household hazardous waste collection site, or special
city recycling day.    

A company called Honeywell collects mercury thermostats.  If you live in MN,
Honeywell will take back any thermostat.  If you live outside of MN, they will
only accept Honeywell brand thermostats.  There is no charge for this service.  
Call 1-800-345-6770, ask for extension 733, and give them your name and
address.  They will send you a postage paid envelope. Put the thermostat in the
envelope, and drop the envelope in the mailbox.  If you do not send the 
thermostats back to Honeywell, they must be taken to a household hazardous
waste collection site, not thrown away.  

Some things you can pour down the sink or the toilet, if you live in a city or
town and have a sanitary sewer system.  If you don’t have a sanitary sewer
system, you have a septic tank system.  If you are in a septic system never pour
waste down the sink or toilet.  Take it to a friend’s house or hazardous waste
collection site.  If you are not sure whether you have a sanitary sewer system or
septic system, call your town hall or city offices and they can tell you.           
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SSaavvee  ffoorr  hhoouusseehhoolldd  hhaazzaarrddoouuss  wwaassttee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn
The following products are flammable, corrosive, or toxic.

aerosols (not empty)
appliances
bug sprays
drain cleaner (more than 8 oz)
fluorescent lights (or bring to 

hardware store if possible)
floor polish 
insecticides
kerosene
lighter fluid

mercury thermostats (or send
to Honeywell)

nickel - cadmium batteries
oil-based paint (more than 1 cup)
paint stripper
paint thinner
rodent poison
shoe polish
swimming pool chemicals
solvents (oil-based cleaners)
tile cleaner

PPuutt  iinn  tthhee  ssaanniittaarryy  sseewweerr  ssyysstteemm
You must only use a sanitary sewer system, not a storm sewer, to dispose of
these household wastes.  Be careful.  Protect your eyes and hands when you
pour chemicals in the sink or toilet.  DO NOT MIX CHEMICALS.  Dispose of
only one kind of waste at a time.  Flush the waste down the toilet, or pour it
down the sink with a lot of water.  Pour slowly and carefully so you don’t splash.  

* DO NOT mix products containing bleach with products containing ammonia or
acids.  A toxic gas can form!  Read the labels carefully to see if the product con-
tains bleach or ammonia.  To be safe, do not dispose of more than one chemi-
cal a day.  If you are not sure that an item can be poured into the sewer system,
don’t pour it down the sink.           

all purpose cleaners 
(non-flammable)

ammonia type cleaners  *
bathroom cleaners  *
drain cleaner (if less than 8 oz)
hair permanent lotion

liquid bleach  *
medicines (not cancer

treating drugs)
toilet bowl cleaner
window cleaner  *
shampoo / soap



EExxeerrcciissee  11

1.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

2.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

3.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

4.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________
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EExxeerrcciissee  11  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

5.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

6.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

7.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

8.  What is it?  ________________________

How do you dispose of it? ____________
____________________________________
____________________________________

57



Examples:  A:  Can I throw pesticides in the trash?
B:  No, you can’t.  You have to save them for a household

hazardous waste collection day.

A:  Can I throw liquid bleach in the trash?
B:  No, but you can flush it down the toilet if you have a sanitary

sewer system.

A:  Can I throw latex paint in the trash?
B:  Yes you can.  But you have to dry it out first.

1.  ____________________                       2.  ____________________

3.  ____________________                      4.  ____________________

5.  ____________________                       6.  ____________________
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EExxeerrcciissee  22
PPrraaccttiiccee  tthhee  ddiiaalloogg  wwiitthh  aa  ppaarrttnneerr..    LLiisstteenn  ttoo  tthhee  qquueessttiioonn  aanndd  ddeecciiddee  hhooww
yyoouu  sshhoouulldd  ddiissppoossee  ooff  tthhee  wwaasstteess..



59

HHooww  ttoo  ssaaffeellyy  ddiissppoossee  ooff  ppaaiinntt
There are two types of paint, oil-based and latex.  Oil-based paint is flammable.
Latex paint has water in it.

Oil-based Paint

You cannot dispose of large amounts of oil-based paint at home.  A large 
amount is more than one cup of paint, or more than one inch in the bottom of
a can.  Take large amounts of oil-based paint to a household hazardous
waste collection site.  Do not throw it away at home.

You can dry out, and then throw away, small amounts of oil-based paint
at home.  A small amount is less than one cup of paint, or less than one inch
in the bottom of a can.  If you are drying oil-based paint, you may want to
purchase a product from a paint store that will make the paint dry faster.  

Latex Paint

You can dry out, and then throw away, small and large amounts of latex paint   
at home.

GGeettttiinngg  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  ddrryy  ppaaiinntt

Paint should never be dried inside the home.  Latex paint has some solvent in it,
which is an indoor health issue.  Some older paints contain mercury, which is
also toxic.  Paint should only be dried outside, and in a safe place.

Be very concerned about safety.  Keep drying paint away from children, pets
and other animals.  Paint can take from several days to several weeks to dry.
The time it takes depends upon the type of paint and how much paint you have.
Do it only during the summer months in Minnesota, since it will not dry in cold
weather.  Drying paint must also be kept out of the rain.



Throw the completely dried paint, cans and other materials in the
trash.  Do not put the lids on the dried paint cans.  If the garbage
collectors see that the paint is dry, they will take the paint cans.
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DDrryyiinngg  ssmmaallll  aammoouunnttss  ooff  ooiill--bbaasseedd  aanndd  llaatteexx  ppaaiinnttss
(less than one cup of paint or less than one inch in

the bottom of the can)

*Find a safe place out of the reach of children and animals.
Take off the lid and let the paint dry in the sun.
Stir the paint occasionally to make it dry faster.

or
*Purchase a product from the paint or hardware
store that is made to speed up the drying time.  

Follow directions on the package.
or

* Or, brush paint in thin layers on to newspapers or 
cardboard, to speed drying.  When dry put into the garbage.

DDrryyiinngg  llaarrggee  aammoouunnttss  ooff  llaatteexx  ppaaiinnttss
(more than one cup of paint, or more than one inch in 

the bottom of the can)

*Find a safe place out of the reach of children and animals.   
Put plastic inside a cardboard box.  

Put one inch of paint onto the plastic.  Let the paint dry.
Pour another inch of paint on the dry paint. Let the paint dry.

Repeat this until the paint is dry.
or

* Put plastic inside a cardboard box.  
Mix the paint with cat litter, sawdust, or sand.  

Pour the paint mixture onto the plastic and let it dry.
When dry put into the garbage.



EExxeerrcciissee  33

TThheessee  sseenntteenncceess  aarree  ffaallssee..    CCrroossss  oouutt  tthhee  wwrroonngg  wwoorrdd  oorr  wwoorrddss,,  aanndd
cchhaannggee  tthheessee  iinnttoo  ttrruuee  sseenntteenncceess..

1.  There are three types of paint: red, blue and green.

2.  You can dispose of large amounts of oil-base paint at home.

3.  You should dry out paint inside the house.

4.  Take large amounts of oil-based paint to a paint store to recycle.

5.  You can dry out large amounts of oil-based paint at home, and throw it 
away.

6.  A large amount of paint is more than a gallon, or more than 6 inches in the
bottom of the can.

7.  You should keep paint away from animals, children and trees.

8.  Paint will take from several months to several years to dry.

9.  Put the lids back on dried paint cans, so that the garbage collectors 
can’t see if the paint is wet or dry.

10.  If paint is wet the garbage collectors will take it.  
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CChhaapptteerr  66

WWhhaatt  SShhoouulldd  YYoouu  DDoo  WWiitthh  AAuuttoommoobbiillee  WWaasstteess??

PPrree--RReeaaddiinngg
Answer these questions with your partner.

1.  Do you change the oil in your car?  If not, does 
someone in your family change the oil?

2.  What do you do with the oil?
3.  What do you do with the oil filter?       
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  accept  (to let someone give you something)

2.  air-tight  (sealed so that air cannot reach it)

3.  automobile fluids:

a.  brake fluid

b.  transmission fluid

c.  power steering fluid

4.  burn  (to make a fire)

5.  collect  (to gather together certain kinds of things)

aceptar                                             prinimat;                                        prihvatiti

ka qabo, ka oggalaw                           VN…˝Mƒ®                          ˝frd

aire comprimido                     vozduxonepronicaemyj                        hermetiãki  

aan lahayn meel hawo ka baxsato ama ka soo gasho         ¤∂…      Òmjol

fluidos para carros                'idkosti dlq avtomobilej                    ulje za auto

hooraha ama saliiddaha baabuurta             ∂åH¬flHˆ¥MN       ÔHnhds  Jdb 

liquido de frenos                      tormoznaq æidkost;                    ulje za koãnice

Saliidda biraygyada ama fariinooyinka         B¬N∆¥MN           Pfh;gH Jdb

liquido de transmición                   æidkost; dlq avtomatiheskoj transmissii 
ulje za prenosni sistem saliidda biraha wareegga sida sabaradda baabuurka ama albarada

»V˚V»ƒu“¥MN                                                 ˝mplgH Jdb

liquido para el volante         æidkost; dlq rulevoj sistemy         ulje za volan

saliidda shookaanta ama shukaanta         H¬N†¥MN      }vhdrgH ]g[¨ Jdb

quemarse                                          s'igat;                                          opekotina

gub                                                   V˚HBMß                          Guad

collectar                                           sobirat;                                          skupiti

ururi                                                ∆†Næ˝∂Mπ∆                       Ul[d
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

6.  contaminants  (dirt & other things that get into a product, when they
don’t belong there)

7.  drain  (to take fluids out)

8.  illegal  (against the law)

9.  label  (to write on a container, the name of the product, and other 
information)

10.  mix  (to combine two or more things)

11.  pollutants  (chemicals that can get into the air, water or ground, and can
hurt people, animals and plants)

12.  sealed container  (a container with a cover, that keeps the product inside)

contaminantes            zagrqzniteli     (zemli, vody, produktov)              zaga√ivaãi

wasakh/wax ku darsamay wax saafi ahaa             Hˆ§æVM©Ó FªHma

desaguar                                          spuskat;                                           curiti

ka sii daa hoore/saliid                       VNMÓMN∂ƒ                          Ántd

ilegal                                         protivozakonnyj                               nezakonit

sharci-daro                                    §˚m˚H®N∂¥                      Dkmkh® nd¥

etiquetar                                  nakleivat; `tiketku                        staviti etikete

ku dul qor magac                          VBÏß≠Nƒ                       Rwg¬

revolver                                         smewivat;                                     mije‰ati

isku walaaq                                      VN…˛M©ø¬  ”bld

contaminantes o polución      zagrqzniteli  (zemli, vody, produktov)       zaga√ivaãi

wasakheeye/wax ku darsamay wax saafi ahaa     Hˆ»V˚˚…»VM©Ó      ÒvHmugH  hoV

botella sellada               germetihno zakrytyj kontejner              zatvoreni kontejner

weel daboolan                                NHVNßˇMNΩ                   Òmjol  /h¨M 
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

13.  used  (old items)

14.  fee  (money you pay someone to accept something)

1.  anti-freeze 

2.  motor oil

3.  oil filter  

AAuuttoommoottiivvee  WWaasstteess

usado                                        otrabotannyj                                 upotrijebljen

la isticmaalay                                »Vå»VH†∆ßH                     Glujsl

cuota                                           sbor, plata                                  naplata honorarna  

kharash                                         }¬πB©H‰π                      n[H _--Lsn

anticongelante
antifriz
antifriz
lidka barafawga

VBØ∂Vœ
vl[jgH ÒMhr¬

aceite para motores
motornoe maslo
motorno ulje
saliidda baabuurka

NM∆M¬ ¥MN
ÚnplgH Jdb

filtro para el aciete
maslqnyj fil;tr
filter za ulje
shaandhada saliidda

¥MNN∆©∂†
]panlgH Jdb



MMoottoorr  ooiill

Used motor oil has pollutants in it.  If you put oil in the trash, on the ground or in
a sewer system, the oil and the pollutants may get into the ground water.  Once
it is in the ground water, it will spread to lakes and rivers.  If the oil gets into the
water it can kill fish, birds and animals, and make people sick.  It can also kill
the plant life in the lakes.  It is illegal to put motor oil or used oil filters anywhere
in the trash, on the ground or in the water. 

Industries can reuse motor oil, burn it as fuel, or recycle it into new motor oil.
Places that sell motor oil in Minnesota, like automotive supply stores, must 
collect used motor oil or put up a sign that tells you where used motor oil can be
recycled.

After you change oil in your car or other vehicle, you must dispose of both the
used oil and the used oil filter properly.  Used oil filters contain contaminated oil,
so they cannot be thrown in the trash.  The same place that takes your used oil
will also take your oil filter.

Most car service stations and quick oil change centers also accept oil and oil 
filters.  In addition, some of them may accept anti-freeze.  Check for one in your
neighborhood.

EExxeerrcciissee  11  --  TThheessee  sseenntteenncceess  aarree  ffaallssee..    CCrroossss  oouutt  tthhee  wwrroonngg  wwoorrdd  oorr
wwoorrddss,,  aanndd  cchhaannggee  tthheessee  iinnttoo  ttrruuee  sseenntteenncceess..

1.  Motor oil doesn’t have pollutants in it.

2.  If you put oil in the trash, it won’t get you into trouble.

3.  If oil gets in the water, it can make boats sick.

4.  Used motor oil can be recycled into cooking oil.

5.  Places that sell motor oil must collect it or throw it in the trash.

6.  Used oil filters don’t have any oil left in them.

7.  It is legal to put motor oil or filters in the trash, on the ground, or in the 

garage.
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AAuuttoommoottiivvee  WWaassttee

How To Recycle It

A.  anti-freeze

B.  automotive fluids
(brake fluid, transmission fluid,
power steering fluid)

C.  Gasoline

D.  motor oil

E.  oil filter 

Don’t mix it with other fluids.
Store it in a sealed container and label it.
Take it to a place that accepts it for recycling.
(You may have to pay a small fee)

Don’t mix them with other fluids.
Store in a sealed container and label them.
Take them to a place that accepts them for
recycling.
(You may have to pay a small fee)

Don’t mix it with other fluids.
Put in an air-tight, approved gasoline storage
container.
Take it to a household hazardous waste 
collection site, or a site that reuses it.

Don’t mix it with other fluids.
Store it in a sealed container and label it.  
Take it to a place that accepts motor oil.
(You may have to pay a small fee)

Drain the filter for 24 hours into a container.
Take the oil and filter to a place that accepts
them for recycling.
(You may have to pay a small fee)
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EExxeerrcciissee  22
WWoorrkk  wwiitthh  aa  ppaarrttnneerr..    PPrraaccttiiccee  aasskkiinngg  aanndd  aannsswweerriinngg  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss..

1. A:  How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?

B:  Store it in a ____________ container
and ___________ it.

2. A:  How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?

B:  Do not __________ it with other fluids.
There may be a _________________.

3. A:  How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?

B:  Put it in an ______________ approved
gasoline storage container.  Take it to 
a household ____________________
collection site. 

4. A:  How do you properly dispose of
______________________________?

B:  Do not mix it with ________________.
Store it in a _____________ container
and ____________ it. 
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Example:
A:  Hey, wait a minute.
B:  What’s the matter?
A:  You can’t put that ___________________ in the trash.
B:  Why not?
A:  _________________________.
B:  What can I do with it?
A:  _________________________.

1.  ____________________

2.  ____________________             3.  ____________________

4.  ____________________             5.  _____________________
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EExxeerrcciissee  33
PPrraaccttiiccee  tthhee  ddiiaalloogg  wwiitthh  aa  ppaarrttnneerr..    LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess..    TTeellll  yyoouurr
ppaarrttnneerr  hhooww  ttoo  pprrooppeerrllyy  ddiissppoossee  ooff  eeaacchh  iitteemm..



CChhaapptteerr  77

HHooww  DDoo  YYoouu  RReeccyyccllee  VVeehhiiccllee  BBaatttteerriieess,,
TTiirreess  aanndd  SSccrraapp  MMeettaall??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
AAnnsswweerr  tthheessee  qquueessttiioonnss  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr..

1.  What do you do with old tires?
2.  Have you bought a new car battery?  What did

you do with the old one?
3.  Do you repair your cars yourself?  What do you

do with the old parts?
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  drop-off center  (a place that accepts things to recycle)

2.  dump  (throw something away illegally)

3.  landfill  (place where they bury trash)

4.  metal  (iron, steel, etc.)

5.  private property  (land not owned by the government)

6.  required  (something you must do)

centro donde se recicla                  priemnye punkty otxodov                otpad center

xarunta la geeyo wixii la tuurayo          §≈H®ßHB…N¬        UdkwjgH  }vh¨˘ b;n¬

tirar basura               vybrasyvat; musor v nepolo'ennyx mestax  izbaciti

ku tuur wax meel aan sharcigu oggolayn             H©H…VN…ÏÓ                   ]dhtk

tierra y escombros                              svalka                   mjesto za spaljivanje smeça

godka qashinka                          |©HƒB V˚HBMß˝π¬               ]dhtkgH nlx

metal                                              metall                                           metal

macdan                                                ÔHB©† vul 

terreno o propiedad privada             hastnaq  sobstvennost;            privatno vlasni‰tvo

dhul mulki gaar ah                             §œMœøÚ©¬               ]who Ôh;gjll

requerir                                          trebuemyj                                   traÏiti

la rabo in la sameeyo                     ∆åHV”H∂∆πH                   Œntd
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AAuuttoommoottiivvee  WWaassttee  MMaatteerriiaallss

1.  lead-acid battery / car battery

2.  tires

3.  scrap metal

4.  metal rims

bateria para carro
akkumulqtor
akomulator
dhagaxa ama baytariga nooca macdan-aashito/ bay-
tariga baabuurka

flV∂ßH§ƒNß§N≈Hƒ ∂åH¬flN≈Hƒ 
}nhds ]dnhxf

llantas 
winy
gume
shaagag/taayiro

∂åH¬N∂H∆
ÔHnhx˘

desecho metalico
metallolom
stari metal
macdanta dib loo shubi karo

flB©†ÔHu≈®
KvulgH }vno

rines
metalliheskie  oboda
oiviãeni metal
wareegga ama giftinka macdanta ah

flB©†flHˆ»∂åHπ
]dkvul  ÔHnh≈˘
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RReeaadd  tthhee  ppaarraaggrraapphhss..

Lead-acid Batteries (for cars, other vehicles, lawn mowers, motorcycles)
It is illegal to put lead-acid batteries in the trash.  Leave the caps on the battery,
and take it to a business that sells batteries.  They must accept the old battery
and recycle it for free.  When you purchase a new battery, you must either bring
in the old one so they can recycle it, or pay a $5.00 deposit until you do.

Tires
Do not throw tires in the trash.  It is illegal to dump them on private property,
public property like ditches or parks, or in landfills.  You may have to take the
tires off the metal rims.  Take used tires to a business that sells tires.  They
must accept your tires for recycling if you buy new tires there, but you may have
to pay a fee.

Scrap Metal  
Most metals can be recycled.  Take off all the non-metal materials.  Call a scrap
metal drop-off center to find out what kinds of metal they take.

EExxeerrcciissee  11
RReeaadd  tthhee  sseenntteenncceess..    CCiirrccllee  tthhee  aannsswweerr..

1.  I can throw away tires on my property.                             Yes   No   Maybe 
2.  Businesses that sell car batteries must accept old ones.    Yes   No   Maybe 
3.  You must pay a $5 deposit to recycle your old battery.      Yes   No   Maybe
4.  Non-metal scrap cannot be recycled with scrap metal.       Yes   No   Maybe
5.  There is a fee for recycling tires.                                      Yes   No   Maybe
6.  Businesses that sell tires do not have to recycle them.      Yes   No   Maybe
7.  A scrap metal drop-off center recycles all kinds of scrap 

metal.                                                                            Yes   No   Maybe
8.  I can put car batteries at the curb for recycling.                 Yes   No   Maybe
9.  I can recycle tires with the rims on them.                          Yes   No   Maybe



EExxeerrcciissee  22
WWrriittee  aa  ddiiaalloogg  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr..    WWhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  ssaayy??

1.  You are at a store that sells car batteries.  You have a car battery you want 
to recycle.

Store clerk:         Can I help you ?
You:  _______________________________________________________
Store clerk:  ____You can put it over there.
You:  _______________________________________________________
Store clerk:  ____You’re welcome.

2.  You are at a store that sells tires.  You want to recycle tires.
Store clerk:  ____Can I help you?
You:  _______________________________________________________
Store clerk:  ____How many do you have?
You:  _______________________________________________________
Store clerk:  ____We can’t take tires with rims.
You:  _______________________________________________________
Store clerk:  ____We charge $1.00 a tire.
You:   _________OK. Here’s ____________________________________
Store clerk:  ____You can put them in that bin.
You:  _______________________________________________________
Store clerk:  ____You’re welcome.

3.  You are on the telephone.  You want information about recycling scrap car
parts.

Clerk:  ____Acme Scrap Metal._Can I help you?
You:  _______________________________________________________
Clerk:  ____You can drop it off.  It has to be clean.
You:  _______________________________________________________
Clerk:  ____If you have a lot, we can weigh it and pay you for it.
You:  _______________________________________________________
Clerk:  ____We’re open 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
You:  _______________________________________________________ 
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EExxeerrcciissee  33

WWrriittee  yyoouurr  nnaammee  aanndd  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr’’ss  nnaammee  iinn  tthhee  aapppprroopprriiaattee  bbooxxeess..
RReeaadd  tthhee  qquueessttiioonn  aanndd  wwrriittee  yyoouurr  aannsswweerr  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ccoolluummnn..
AAsskk  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonn..    WWrriittee  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr’’ss  aannsswweerr  iinn  tthhee
sseeccoonndd  ccoolluummnn..

1.  What country are 
you from?

2.  What do people do
with old tires in
your country?

3.  What do people 
do with old car 
batteries in your
country?

4.  What do people do
with scrap metal in
your country?

QQuueessttiioonnss                                YYoouurr  NNaammee::                    PPaarrttnneerr’’ss  NNaammee::  
____________________________          ______________________________          



CChhaapptteerr  88

WWhhaatt  CCaann  YYoouu  DDoo  WWiitthh  YYaarrdd  WWaassttee??
WWhhaatt  IIss  CCoommppoossttiinngg??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
AAnnsswweerr  tthheessee  qquueessttiioonnss  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr..

1.  Who cuts the grass at your house or apartment?
2.  What do they do with grass clippings when they   

finish mowing?
3.  Do you have a garden? 
4.  What do you do with your garden waste?           
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  brush  (bushes and shrubs, or a pile of cut and broken branches)

2.  compost  (to make a pile from a mixture of decaying organic substances,
like grass clippings, dead leaves, etc., used for fertilizing soil)

3.  garden waste  (parts of vegetables and flowers you want to throw away)

4.  soft-bodied plant material (parts of plants that are not wood)

5.  stump  (the bottom of the tree after you cut off the top)

6.  tree trimmings  (parts that you cut off a tree to throw away)

7.  weeds  (plants you don’t want growing in your yard or garden)

8.  yard waste (grass clippings, leaves, weeds)

maleza                                                                kustarnik                           grmlje

geedo yaryar ama ood iyo laamo burbursan             »∆ƒ                    }nd[a

abonar                               kompostirovat;                                sastaviti ili komponovati

qudhmi/huuri wax si bacrimiye (nafaqeeye) dhul u noqdo VN…ÔßNV§ˆH∂æVM…     vlsd

desperdicios de jardin              sadovo-ogorodnye otxody                            vrtni odpad

qashinka geedaha beerta guriga                 ÁHƒflHˆ©H¥åÓ            ]rdvpgH ]dhtk

partes suaves de las platas       mqgkie hasti rastenij             meki biljni materijal

qayb jilicsan ee geed                »Vå˚§ƒM≠§ˆH∂æVHM¬     &nbgH ‰HnMH M  nhˆbı  

tocón                                                    pni                                                       panj

jirrid                                                 ÔøNV»V˚…                           ]¨v[gH

ramas del árbol                       otrezannye vetki derev;ev                          obrezivanje

u qusayn geed/gaagaabin geed           ÔøNVVN…ÍNˆ              n[agH ]fHca

mala hierba                                       sornqki  korov, kukolj

geedo qashin ah                             »BNˆflHˆˇ©¨                   }nhq  Ïha¨ı

desperdicios del patio                             dvorovyj musor                    otpad iz dvori‰ta

qashinka beerta ama xerada guriga         ˛H∂πflHˆ»©HƒB         ˝bkgH /hk†  ]dhtk



YYaarrdd  aanndd  TTrreeee  WWaassttee

1.  compost pile

2.  grass clippings

3.  leaves

4.  logs

amontonar el abono
kompostnaq kuha 
hrpa √ubriva
tuul ama urur wax la huurinayo si ciidda loogu nafaqeeyo

§ˆH∂æVM…»™∆
n[agH Rnm  xdgo ]lm;

prado o sacate
skowennaq  trava 
kosilica
caws jarjarmay

¬≠VN…»H∆M… 
ÏaugH  Ôhwhw®

hojas
list;q
li‰çe
caleen

H∆øNVflHˆæNƒ
n[agH  ‰nm

leña o troncos 
br\vna
debla, panjevi
jirid jiifta/dogob

NHM©H
ÏaogH  vkb
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YYaarrdd  aanndd  GGaarrddeenn  WWaassttee

Yard and garden wastes include grass clippings, leaves, weeds and soft-bodied
plant materials.  These cannot be put in the garbage.  Do not put sticks or brush
with the yard and garden waste.  Sticks and brush take too long to compost.
Even though grass clippings can be taken to a compost site, it is better to leave
them on the ground instead of raking them up.  It’s good for the grass.

If your city allows it, you can make a compost pile in your yard, and put yard
and garden waste in it.  You can also put vegetables and fruit waste in your own
compost pile.  You cannot add meat, fish, scraps or dairy products, or you will
have animals digging in your compost pile for food.

You can put grass clippings, leaves and weeds in plastic bags, and take them to

a compost site in your area.  At the compost site take the waste out of the 

plastic bags, and take the bags home to reuse.  Or, fill the bags with compost

that is ready to go, and use it to feed plants in your own garden.  Some

communities may charge a small fee to accept yard waste for composting.

TTrreeee  WWaassttee

Tree waste is brush, tree trimmings, logs and stumps.  Tree waste must be kept
separate from yard and garden waste. 

Some communities will accept tree waste, which they will grind up into wood
chips.  Do not take tree waste to a community compost site unless you have
checked to be sure they will accept it.  If they won’t, ask if they have a tree
waste site where you can take your brush, tree trimmings, logs and stumps.
There is usually a fee for recycling tree waste.

In some communities your garbage hauler may pick up brush and tree 
trimmings for a fee.  Check with you garbage hauler to find out if they will pick it
up and, if so, when you need to put it out for pickup.       



EExxeerrcciissee  11

PPuutt  tthhee  lleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  wwoorrdd..

EExxeerrcciissee  22

AAnnsswweerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreeaaddiinngg..

1.  Can you bring vegetable scraps to the county compost site?

2.  Can you put brush in a compost pile?  Why or why not?

3.  Can you put fish scraps in a compost pile?  Why or why not?

4.  Where can you take tree waste?

5.  Where can you put tree waste for the garbage hauler?

6.  What do you do with the plastic bags, after you take the garden waste out of
them, at the compost site?

A.  weeds, grass clippings, leaves
B.  branches cut from trees
C.  person or company that takes

away your garbage
D.  weeds, soft-bodied plants, fruits

and vegetables
E.  grass that is cut off when you 

mow the lawn
F.   branches, logs and stumps

1.  ______  garbage hauler  
2.  ______  garden waste
3.  ______  tree trimmings
4.  ______  tree waste 
5.  ______  yard waste
6.  ______  grass clippings
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CChhaapptteerr  99

HHooww  CCaann  YYoouu  BBee  AA  SSmmaarrtt  SShhooppppeerr  AAnndd
RReedduuccee  WWaassttee??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with your partner.

1.  What foods do you buy a lot of every month?
2.  Do you take lunches to work or to school in 

reusable containers?
3.  Do you buy used things sometimes?  If so, what

do you buy used instead of new?  
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  borrow  (take something to use and then return it when finished)

2.  bulk  (a large amount of something)

3.  concentrates  (drinks with most of the water removed, made to be mixed 
with water before drinking)

4.  durable  (something sturdy enough to be used many times)

5.  economy-size  (a large package of something, which is cheaper than if you
bought the same thing in several smaller packages)

6.  energy-efficient  (uses less energy to operate than other kinds)

7.  mercury  (heavy liquid metal)

prestado                                        odolæit;                                      posuditi

amaaho                                         ∆†NæŒN®                     ndujsd

bulto                            bol;woe nedelimoe  kolihestvo                   obujam

jumlo/jumlad                                 »V¬¨Ô¬ß®                        L[p

concentrados                                                  koncentraty                     koncentrat

cabitaan  ```biyihii laga miiray ama adag             VN…C∂©¥∆            b;nl_Te;¬

durable                         tovary dlitel;nogo pol;zovaniq                trajan

adag                                             ÒHMVHƒ                           Kdj¬

tamaño-economico                       bol;waq upakovka                      ekonomska strana

cabir-weyn  oo jaban                          flVH∑∆®H                 Îvhwjr˘   Íhr¬

eficiente en energia                      `nergo`ffektivnyj                  energetski sposoban

tashiilaya/shidaalka dhawraya                    »†N∑Hƒ                  ]ghu†  ]®h˛

mercurio                                             rtut;                                           Ïiva

merkuuri                                             »M∂“                          ‰fªb
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

8.  packaging  (the paper and plastic containers and coverings on things that 
you buy)

9.  returnables  (bottles, bags and other packaging that can be returned to the 
store for reuse)

10.  second-hand  (things that have been used by someone else first)

11.  single item  (one thing)

12.  maintain  (to take care of something)

13.  warranty  (a promise, from the company that made an item you purchased, 
to fix the product if it’s no good) 

14.  wasteful  (doing things that make more waste, instead of being careful)

empacar                                            upakovka                                       pakovanje

duub/gal alaabo                                  VN…Ô…H™                       Ïdqmj

retornables                                    vozvratnaq tara                         ponovo u potrebljiv

weel la celin karo                                §˚V˚HVNæNƒ                       U[jn¬

segunda mano                                  poderæannyj                               rabljen, kori‰ten

ku-dhac, wax la isticmaalay                  ÒMV ÔßV                      ˝lujs¬

un objecto                                   edinihnyj `kzemplqr                         jedna stvar 

shay kaliya                                            B∂≠Ú∂                      }vpHM-}vh¬

mantenar                             soderæat;  v ispravnosti                            odrÏavati

dhawr, dayactir                                   ∆åHVˆæ˚ ]khdw

garantias                                        garantiq                                              garancija

ballan hagaajin                                   Ô˚H¬œ                           ]khlq

derrocahdor                                   rastohitel;nyj                                     rasut

wax khaasaarinaya   §˚∆†N NVˆ   ncf¬_Ïno¬



VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

15.  wrapping paper (paper used to wrap boxes or presents)

1.  digital thermometer

UUssee  DDiiggiittaall  PPrroodduuccttss  aanndd  RReedduuccee  MMeerrccuurryy  UUssee

papel para envolver                       obertohnaq  bumaga                   papir za pakovanje

warqadda duubka                              MVH…C¥H…                      ˇdgy∆‰nm

termometro digital
cifrovoj termometr
digitalni toplomjer
kulbeeg tiro-sheeg ama elegtarooniya

§…∂˚MN∆…©H N∆¬M¬N∆ 
DlrN }nHnp Hbd¬

2.  digital thermostat

termostato digital 
cifrovoj  termostat
digitalni termostat
kulayl fure elegtarooniya

§…∂˚MN∆…©H ÔH∆ßHM¬N∆ 
}nHnpgH  Lzk¬
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RReeuussee  TToooollss

1.  garden tiller

2.  ladder

3.  rug cleaner

rastrillo
sadovyj  kul;tivator
obra√ivanje vrta
ciid burburiye beer guri

§˚BÒøå∂åH¬
£HnplgH

escalera
pristavnaq lestnica
lotre
sallaan, jaranjaro

HƒVN˚ 
Lgs

limpiador de carpeta o tapete
mawina dlq  histki kovrov 
ãistaã za tepihe
mishiinka nadiifiya qadiifadda

ÅN†»V˚˚…B∂¬∆ 
Vh[sgHTzk¬
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You can make less waste by practicing the 3 Rs:
RReedduuccee,,  RReeuussee,,  RReeccyyccllee

RReedduuccee  

1.  Buy things in returnable containers, things without packaging, the largest 
size you can use, or concentrates.

*  Buy things to drink in returnable containers.
*  Buy fresh fruit or vegetables without packaging or bags.
*  Buy the largest size packages you and your family can use.
*  Buy fruit juices and detergents in concentrates.

2.  Choose or wrap products with the least wasteful packaging.

*  Whenever possible, buy products that are not packaged.
*  Buy products that are packaged simply.
*  Don’t buy products that are wrapped with extra plastic.
*  Don’t buy products that are double packaged, such as a box inside a

box.

3.  Use less energy.

*  Buy energy-efficient appliances and maintain them.
*  Buy fluorescent lights, instead of incandescent.
*  Buy long-lasting tires and maintain them.
*  Keep your house cooler in the winter, and wear sweaters.
*  Keep your house warmer in the summer, and wear cool clothes.

4.  Use less toxic chemicals when you can.

*  Buy digital thermometers and thermostats, because they don’t contain
mercury. 

*  Use safe household cleaners instead of hazardous chemicals.
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RReeuussee

1.  Buy durable items and use them.

*  Bring your own washable cup to work or school.
*  Use cloth napkins and towels instead of paper.
*  Use the air hand dryer in public bathrooms, instead of paper towels.
*  Use ceramic or plastic plates instead of paper plates.
*  Bring your own thermos to work for hot or cold drinks.

2.  Reuse bags, boxes, and other containers.

*  Reuse paper and plastic bags.
*  Reuse boxes and wrapping paper.

3.  Borrow, rent, or share things you don’t use often.

*  Rent or borrow tools such as ladders, rug cleaners and garden tillers.
*  Share magazines and newspapers.  Bring them to work, give them to

friends, or give them to your doctor’s office.

4.  Buy, sell and donate used and second-hand items such as clothes, furniture
and appliances.

*  Donate items to organizations like churches or thrift shops.
*  Buy and sell second-hand items at garage sales or consignment stores.

RReeccyyccllee

1.  Use the recycling bins at home, work and school.

2.  Buy products that can be recycled.

3.  Look for and buy products made from recycled products.  Look for the label
that says “This product is made from recycled material.”



EExxeerrcciissee  11

PPuutt  tthhee  lleetttteerr  ooff  tthhee  ddeeffiinniittiioonn  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  wwoorrdd..

EExxeerrcciissee  22

AAnnsswweerr  tthhee  qquueessttiioonnss  ffrroomm  tthhee  rreeaaddiinngg..

1.  What can you do to reduce waste at school?   ________________________

________________________________________________________________

2.  What are three things you can reuse?  ______________________________

________________________________________________________________

3.  How do you know if a product is made from recycled materials?   _________

________________________________________________________________

4.  Why is it good to buy concentrates?   _______________________________

________________________________________________________________

5.  Why should you buy digital thermostats?  ____________________________

________________________________________________________________

1.  ______  second-hand   

2.  ______  returnables

3.  ______  concentrates 

4.  ______  bulk  

5.  ______  wrapping paper

A.  containers you take back to the store 
when you finish the product in them

B.  a large amount of product that has not 
been divided into smaller packages

C.  used to wrap gifts or boxes

D.  used

E.  small amounts of a product that must be 
mixed with water to use properly
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EExxeerrcciissee  33

TThheessee  sseenntteenncceess  aarree  ffaallssee..    CCrroossss  oouutt  tthhee  wwrroonngg  wwoorrdd  oorr  wwoorrddss,,  aanndd
cchhaannggee  tthheessee  iinnttoo  ttrruuee  sseenntteenncceess..

1.  Buy the smallest size package your family can use.

2.  Buy things to drink in reversible containers.

3.  Buy products wrapped with extra plastic.

4.  Keep your house cooler in the summer.

5.  Don’t buy energy efficient appliances.

6.  Use more toxic chemicals whenever you can.

7.  Bring your own reusable chair to school.

8.  When you receive a gift, throw the wrapping paper away.

9.  Buy things you don’t use very often instead of renting them.

10.  Buy everything new and don’t shop at garage sales or consignment stores.

11.  It’s better to buy things that are not made from recycled material.

12.  Bring your own chickens to the supermarket.



EExxeerrcciissee  44
PPrraaccttiiccee  tthheessee  ddiiaallooggss..    CCoommpplliimmeenntt  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr  oonn  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  ddooiinngg
ttoo  rreedduuccee  wwaassttee..

90

1.  __reusable container    

2.  ____________________                      3.  ____________________

4.  ____________________                       5.  ____________________

6.  ____________________                      7. _____________________

Example:    
A:  Now that’s smart.
B:  What?
A:  Bringing your lunch in a reusable 

container.
B:  Yeah!  I like to reduce waste.
A:  It’s a good idea.
B:  I think so.  Why don’t you bring your

lunch in a reusable container, too?



CChhaapptteerr  1100

HHaavvee  AA  ““RReedduuccee,,  RReeuussee,,  RReeccyycclliinngg””  QQuueessttiioonn??
WWhhoo  CCaann  YYoouu  CCaallll??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with you partner.

1.  Do you talk on the telephone in English?
2.  Do you use the telephone book?
3.  Have you called a County or State office?   

Who did you call?
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  federal  (the US government)

2.  listing  (the name of a person, business or government office along with the 
phone number)

3.  heading  (the title of a group of listings)

4.  index  (a list of headings)

5.  residential  (home) 

federal                                                            federal;nyj               savezni

dawladda federaaliga/dawladda Maraykanka            Vπ∆¬      ]d;nd¬#H]lm;pgH

lista                                                zapis; v spiske                              popisivati

liis magacyo                                      VN…Ôß∂©                     ]lªhr_˝mv[

encabezamiento                                zagolovok                                  naslov, rubrika

magaca guud ee liisyo                         HM˚¨                         KHmk¨

índice                                                  indeks                                       pokazatelj

tusmada magacyada                            ÔßNˆ†   Íni†

residente                                             'iloj                                       koji boravi

hoy                                                    §˚M…ß¬                        K;s¬
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HHooww  TToo  FFiinndd  RReeccyycclliinngg  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

Your community may send information about recycling to you in the mail.  It will
tell you what you can recycle from your home, and how to prepare it.  Save this
information.  It usually lists telephone numbers to call for more information.

To find a telephone number look in the telephone book.  There are two different
telephone books in every community; the “White Pages” and the “Yellow
Pages.”

TThhee  WWhhiittee  PPaaggeess

The White Pages lists home telephone numbers for people.  These are called
residential listings.  There are also sections in the book with different colored
pages.

The blue section lists government offices.  These telephone numbers are listed
under city, county, state, or U.S. Government (federal) headings.  This is where
you can find the number for your city hall and information about recycling in your
area.

The gray section in the White Pages is for business telephone numbers.  They
are listed in alphabetical order by the name of the business.

TThhee  YYeellllooww  PPaaggeess

The Yellow Pages is a telephone book in which businesses advertise.  The busi-
nesses are listed first by their type of business, and then in alphabetical order.
So, if you are looking for the telephone number of a garage to fix your car, you
would look under the heading “automobile repair.”  There is also an index in the
front of the telephone book to help you find the right heading.  Businesses must
pay to be listed in the Yellow Pages, so not all businesses are listed.  



EExxeerrcciissee  11

LLooookk  iinn  yyoouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy’’ss  YYeellllooww  PPaaggeess..    FFiinndd  aa  tteelleepphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr
ttoo  ccaallll  ffoorr  tthhee  bbuussiinneesssseess  bbeellooww..    WWrriittee  tthhee  hheeaaddiinngg,,  tthhee  tteelleepphhoonnee
nnuummbbeerr,,  aanndd  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  bbuussiinneessss  yyoouu  ffoouunndd..

1.  A store that sells automobile batteries  _____________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
2.  A store that takes clothes on consignment  __________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
3.  A store that sells used furniture  __________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
4.  A place that takes scrap metal  ___________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
5.  A store that sells tires  __________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
6.  A place that buys aluminum cans   ________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
7.  A place that takes used toys  _____________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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EExxeerrcciissee  22

PPrraaccttiiccee  tthheessee  ddiiaallooggss  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ppaarrttnneerr..    UUssee  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ffrroomm
EExxeerrcciissee  11  ttoo  ccoommpplleettee  tthheessee  ddiiaallooggss..

Example
A:  I can’t find a store that sells automobile batteries, in 

the Yellow Pages.
B:  You have to look under “Automobile Parts & 

Supplies New.”
A:  Oh, thanks.
B:  Here’s one.  It’s Champion Auto Store.

The telephone number is 555-1234.

A:  I can’t find a store that:
1.  takes clothes on consignment  

2.  sells used furniture  

3.  takes scrap metal  

4.  sells tires 

5.  buys aluminum cans  

6.  takes used toys  



EExxeerrcciissee  33

RReeaadd  tthhee  lliissttiinnggss  bbeellooww..    WWrriittee  AA,,  BB,,  CC  oorr  DD  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  lliissttiinngg,,  ttoo
sshhooww  wwhheerree  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  ffiinndd  iitt  iinn  aa  tteelleepphhoonnee  bbooookk..

A.  the blue section of the White Pages
B.  the residential section of the White Pages
C.  the gray section of the White Pages
D.  the Yellow Pages

1.  ______  Anoka County Integrated Waste Management
2.  ______  Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance
3.  ______  a store that sells automobile batteries
4.  ______  Frank A. Hollingshead
5.  ______  Goodwill Industries
6.  ______  information on curbside recycling in your neighborhood
7.  ______  a consignment store for second hand clothes
8.  ______  Main Street Gas Station

EExxeerrcciissee  44

LLooookk  iinn  tthhee  bblluuee  sseeccttiioonn  iinn  yyoouurr  ccoommmmuunniittyy’’ss  WWhhiittee  PPaaggeess..    FFiinndd  aa
tteelleepphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr  ttoo  ccaallll  ffoorr  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  bbeellooww..    WWrriittee  tthhee  
tteelleepphhoonnee  nnuummbbeerr  aanndd  tthhee  nnaammee  ooff  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  oorr  bbuussiinneessss..

1.  Information on curbside recycling in your neighborhood   ________________
________________________________________________________________
2.  Information on compost site hours and locations    _____________________
________________________________________________________________
3.  Information on household hazardous waste    _________________________
________________________________________________________________
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CChhaapptteerr  1111

WWhhaatt  IItteemmss  AArree  MMaaddee  FFrroomm  RReeccyycclleedd  MMaatteerriiaallss??

DDiissccuussssiioonn  QQuueessttiioonnss
Answer these questions with your partner.

1.  What happens to your recycled aluminum cans? 
2.  What do they do with the plastic bottles?
3.  What products do you use that are made of 

recycled materials?
4.  How do you know they are recycled?      

iinnttoo  
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy

1.  newsprint  (paper used to make newspaper)

2.  stationery  (paper used for writing letters)

3.  carpeting  (a woven rug which covers an entire floor)

4.  insulation (material used to protect the inside of a building from heat & cold)

5.  steel  (strong metal used for buildings, cars, etc.)

6.  floor mats  (small rugs used in cars to protect the carpet)

7.  sandals  (summer shoes with straps)

8.  carpet underlay  (padding put under a carpet to make the floor feel softer)

papel para periodico o prensa                     gazetnaq  bumaga                 novinski papir

waraaqaha wargeesyada laga sameeyo           ¤H≠C¥H…             ˇpwgH‰nm

papel de escribe                             pishaq bumaga                       papir za pisanje pisama

waraaqaha qoraalka                             »¬H˚C¥H…                    Ôhfhxo‰nm

piso                                         kovrovoe pokrytie dlq polov                     tepison

qadiifad/dhul-qariye                                Ô…M¬                            vh[s

insolación                                          izolqciq                                            izolator

joojiye dhacan ama kulayl                        ‰∂H¨                           ˝bh¨ 

acero                                                    stal;                                              ãelik

birta cad                                               ˝∂∆ßH                          C!m†

tapetes                                            poloviki                        podmetaã ispod nogu u auto

darmooyinka dhulka                              §NVH™                            ]psl¬

sandalias                                           sandalii                                        sandale

dacas, kabo dul furan                          §∂H™¬V                       ˝vkw_ˇo

esponnnja debajo del tapete   osnovanie pod kovrovoe pokrytie     podloga ispod tepisona

qadiifad ama dhul-qariye ka hooseeye   Ô…M¬N∂B V¬˚         vh[sgH  ]khxf
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VVooccaabbuullaarryy  CCoonnttiinnuueedd

9.  parking curbs  (curbs used in parking lots)

1.  paper towels

MMaaddee  FFrroomm  RReeccyycclleedd  MMaatteerriiaallss

bloques para frener al aparcar       bord[ry avtomobil;nyx stoqnok           iviãnjak

geeska cago-saarka baarkin                  Æ˚∂…NH™ ˝MV“             ÔHnhds  ˇrm¬

toallas de papel
bumaænye  polotenca
pe‰kiri papirni
masaxe warqad ah

flC¥H… »©Mπ
]drnm  ˇahk¬



MMaaddee  FFrroomm  RReeccyycclleedd  MMaatteerriiaallss

2.  plastic trays

3.  molded fiber packaging

4.  pallet parts

5.  picnic table

charolas o bandejas de plastico 
plastmassovye podnosy
plastiãne tacne
saxamo/suxuun caag ah

§…∂∆ßH©™Vƒß
]d;djs@f  DkHmw

paquete de fibra
otformovannaq upakovka iz buma'noj massy
tvrdo pakovanje
duubka laga sameeyay waraaqo dib loo isticmaalay

»∆†Næ˝…åflHˆ§V˚ƒ»∆ßƒ
Ïdgujg©  Dtd©  ÏgH®

tablas cuadradas para soporte  
poddon
paletni dijelovi
xubin ka mid ah looxa hoose ee lagu dalaco alaabooyinka

§ƒM≠ÏM≠NHˆ≠
A®  ]dap

mesas para picnic
stoly  dlq  piknikov
izletniçki sto
miisaska laydhsiga

Ú∂˚Ú∂™B∂¬
|ˆbkg©  Ô!mhx
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Recycled Materials

A.  aluminum cans
B.  car batteries
C.  corrugated cardboard

D.  vegetable scraps, leaves and 
grass clippings

E.  glass bottles and jars
F.  newspaper

G.  paper

H.  plastic milk jugs and other plastic 
jugs

I.  scrap metal and food cans

J.  plastic soda bottles

K.  tires

L.  tree waste

M.  yard waste  

Products Made From Them

new aluminum cans
lead
boxboard for cereal, 
cake and shirt boxes, 
grocery bags
compost

new glass bottles and jars
newsprint, 
molded fiber packaging,
boxboard for cereal,  
cake and shirt boxes,  
toilet paper, facial tissue, 
paper towels, stationary,
book and magazine paper
trays for food, picnic tables, 
padding under carpet, 
toys and other plastic items, 
car parts
new food cans and steel
jacket and sleeping bag stuffing
carpeting and insulation
new tires, floormats, 
parking curbs, 
road underlayment,
sandals and garden hoses
pallet parts
wood chips
compost

What they make from recycled materials



EExxeerrcciissee  11

RReeaadd  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  ttaabbllee..    MMaattcchh  tthhee  lleetttteerr  ooff  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ccaann
rreeccyyccllee  wwiitthh  wwhhaatt  iitt  iiss  rreeccyycclleedd  iinnttoo..    SSoommee  ooff  tthhee  lleetttteerrss  ccaann  bbee  uusseedd
ttwwiiccee

A.  aluminum cans                                G.  paper
B.  car batteries                                    H.  plastic milk jugs, other plastic jugs
C.  corrugated cardboard                       I.  scrap metal
D.  vegetable scraps and yard waste      J.  plastic soda bottles
E.  glass bottles and jars                       K.  tires
F.  newspaper                                       L.  tree waste                                

1.  ________  new aluminum cans
2.  ________  lead
3.  ________  grocery bags 
4.  ________  jacket stuffing
5.  ________  stationery
6.  ________  steel
7.  ________  compost
8.  ________  new glass bottles and jars
9.  ________  floor mats

10.  ________  pallet parts
11.  ________  wood chips
12.  ________  padding under carpet
13.  ________  newsprint
14.  ________  boxboard for cereal
15.  ________  road underlayment
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Example:
1.  A:  What are you doing?

B:  I’m throwing away this cardboard box.
A:  But you can recycle that!
B:  They don’t really do anything with

this, do they?
A:  Sure they do.  They make boxboard

for cereal.                                          
B:  Oh, well I guess I’ll recycle it!

1.  __boxboard for cereal   

2.  ____________________               3.  ____________________

4.  ____________________               5.  ____________________   
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EExxeerrcciissee  22
WWoorrkk  wwiitthh  aa  ppaarrttnneerr..    LLooookk  aatt  tthhee  ppiiccttuurreess  aanndd  ccoommpplleettee  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg
ddiiaallooggss..    TTeellll  wwhhaatt  eeaacchh  iitteemm  oorr  ccoonnttaaiinneerr  iiss,,  aanndd  wwhhaatt  iitt  iiss  rreeccyycclleedd  iinnttoo..

6.  ____________________              7.   ____________________



EExxeerrcciissee  33  --  WWoorrkkbbooookk  SSuurrvveeyy
SSeenndd  uuss  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss  ttoo  tthheessee  qquueessttiioonnss,,  aanndd  yyoouu  wwiillll  ggeett  aa  ffrreeee
EEnngglliisshh  ddiiccttiioonnaarryy..

After studying from this book, please answer these questions as completely as
possible.  Your answers will help us improve how we teach this subject to other
students in the future, and you will get a free English dictionary (while supplies
last).  Even though the questions are translated (see pages 105,106 and 107),
your answers must be written in English.

1.  How many hours of time did you spend studying this book?  _____________
________________________________________________________________
2.  What do you recycle now, that you did not recycle before?  ______________
________________________________________________________________
3.  Are there things that you have stopped buying or using because they are 

wasteful or toxic?  ____________  If yes, what are they?  _______________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
4.  Have you called to find out where to go, in your community, to dispose of 

household hazardous and toxic waste?  _______________  If yes, have you
gone there yet?  ________________  What did you dispose of?  _________

________________________________________________________________
5.  Now that you have learned about waste reduction and proper waste 

management, how has your behavior changed most?  _________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
6.  What is the most important thing that you have learned from this book?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
7.  If we print a new edition, what changes would make this a better textbook?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Copy or carefully tear this page out, and proceed to Exercise 4, page 108.
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Envienos las respuestas a estas preguntas y usted obtendrá gratis un diccionario de ingles.

Después de haber estudiado este libro, por favor responda estas preguntas lo más comple-
tas posible.  Sus respuestas nos ayudarán a mejorar el sistema de enseñaza  sobre este
tema a otros estudiantes en el futuro, y al mismo tiempo usted  obtendra gratis un diccionario
de ingles.  Aunque las preguntas estan traducidas, las respuestas deberán escribirsen en
ingles.

1. ¿Cuantas horas usted utilizo para estudiar este libro?
2. ¿Que recicla usted ahora , que anteriormente usted no recliclaba?
3. ¿ Hay cosas que usted paro de comprar o usar debido a que son innesesarias o toxicas?
Si su respuesta es si, ¿Cuales son estas?
4. ¿Usted ha llamado para ver donde puede ir en su comunidad a dejar o llevar productos
que usted usa en su casa que son peligrosos o basura toxica?
5. Ahora que usted ha aprendido sobre como reducir  la basura  y un manejo positivo de ella,
¿Cual parte de su comportamiento ha cambiado más?
6. ¿ Cual es la cosa más importante que usted ha aprendido en este libro?   
7. ¿ Si nosotros hacemos una nueva edición, que cambios harían este libro un mejor libro de
enseñanza?

Priwlite nam otvety na sledu[]ie voprosy i my besplatno priwlem vam anglijskij slovar;

Posle togo, kak vy prohtete `tu knigu, prosim po vozmo'nosti dat; podrobnye otvety na ni'esle-
du[]ie voprosy. Vawi otvety pomogut nam v budu]em uluhwit; obuhenie `tomu predmetu drugix
studentov, a vy za `to poluhite v podarok anglijskij slovar;. Nesmotrq na to, hto `ti voprosy
perevedeny , otvety dol'ny byt; napisany po-anglijski.

1. Skol;ko vremeni vy potratili na izuhenie `toj knigi*
2. Hto imenno vy utiliziruete teper; iz togo, hto vy do `togo vybrasyvali*
3. Prekratili li vy pokupat; ili ispol;zovat; nekotorye tovary, potomu hto oni toksihny ili potomu
hto `to privodit k bol;wim otxodam* Esli da, to hto imenno*
4. Pytalis; li vy uznat;, gde v vawem rajone prinima[t toksihnye ili opasnye dlq zdorov;q ili
okru'a[]ej sredy otxody produktov bytovoj ximii* Esli da, to byli li vy tam u'e* Hto imenno vy
sdali*
5. Hto bol;we vsego izmenilos; v vawem obraze 'izni posle togo, kak vy uznali o sokra]enii
otxodov i ix utilizacii*
6. Hto, po vawemu mneni[, samoe va'noe iz togo, hto vy uznali iz `toj knigi*
7. Esli budet gotovit;sq novoe izdanie `toj knigi, to, po vawemu mneni[, kakie izmeneniq  v nej
sdelali by ee bolee xorowim uhebnym posobiem*
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Po‰aljite nam va‰a pitanja od ovih odgovora i vi çete dobiti besplatno Engleski rijeãnik.

Poslije uãenja iz ove knjige, molimo odgovorite ova pitanja kao kompletno kao vjerovatno. Va‰a
pitanja pomoçi çe nama pobolj‰anju kako poduãavamo ovaj predmet (sadrÏaj) do drugih studenata u
buduçnosti i vi ãete dobiti besplatno Engleski rijeãnik.  âak premda pitanja su prevedena, odgovori
moraju biti pisana na Engleskom.

1. Koliko ste sati upotrijebili uçeçi ovu knjigu?
2. ·ta vi izdvajte za ponovo prera√ivasnje sad,  to ‰to ti nisi  izdvajao prije?
3. Dali imate stvari ‰to ste prestali kupovanje ili upotrebljavanje zato ‰to su ne izdvojive (rasipne) ili
otrovne?  Ako da, ‰ta su one?
4. Da li ste nazivali da na√ete van, gdje içi u va‰oj mjesnoj zajednici rasporediti  (raspolagati) od
kuçnih opasnoti i otrovnih otpadi?  Ako da, da li ide‰ tamo jo‰?
5. Sada da li ste nauãili o smanjenju (reduciranju) otpadi i pozitivnom otpadnom upravljanju kako va‰e
pona‰anje ima najveçe promjene?
6. ·ta je najznaãajnija stvar ‰to ste nauãili iz ove knjige.
7. Ako mi pi‰emo novo izdanje, koje bih promjene napravile bolji sadrÏaj ove knjige?

Noo soo dir jawaabahaaga ad kaga jawaabaysid su’aalahan, waxa ad heli doontaa af-garab
ama qaamuus Ingiriisa oon lacaggi kaaga bixin.

Ka dib markii ad wax ka baratid buuggan, fadlan ka jawaab su’aalahan oo uga jawaab si
buuxda intii kuu suurogal ah.

1. Immisa saacadood ayaa ad wax ka baranaysay buuggan?
2. Maxaa ad imminka dib-u-dhaqangalin ama dib-u-isticmaalid ku samaysaa ee aanad hore
dib-u-dhaqangalin jirin?
3. Ma jiraan wax ad joojisay isticmaalkiisa ama iibsashadiisa sababtoo ah waa wax sun ah
ama laga maarmi karo isticmaalkiisa?
4. Ma wacday meel si ad u heshid meesha ad beeshaada ama xaafaddada lagu tuuro
waxyaabaha khatarta ah ama sunta ah? Haddii jawaabtu haa tahay, ma tagtay meesha loogu
talagalay kaydka ama tuuris waxa sunta ah? Maxaa ad gaysay ama ku soo tuurtay meesha?
5. Imminka kol haddii ad wax ka baratay yaraynta khasaara tuurka iyo maamulka wareegga
dib-u-dhaqangalinta waxa la tuurayo, sidee ayay wax isaga bedeleen, halka ugu badan,
dhaqankaaga maalmeed--maxaa ad imminka samaysaa oo aanad hore u samayn jirin?
6. Sheeg waxa ugu muhiimsan ee ad ka baratay buuggan?
7. Haddii ay noqoto in annu dib u soo daabacno buuggan, maxaa ad jeceshahay in lagu daro
ama laga bedelo si buuggani u sii fiicnaado?
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V∂N∂æƒ§N˚å…∂V Ú∂MV∂∆ßN†ƒH¬§HNƒHNÔH©Hµß∂HflHˆÏHM“
.V∂ˆVÏHM“ÔH©Hµß∂H»ƒı†≈©,ÏH∆…∂H»u©H≈¬BHVuƒ

Ú∂H¬åMÒ∂ˆVVH∂HBM¬ÓÅ˚HVNæ∂V»ƒHNÔH¨MœM¬∂HNM≈≠»…VN…VˆHMøÚ¬…H¬»ƒH¬åflHˆƒHM“
*∆åM˚§ß∂©æ˚HHƒB»ƒ§∆ß∂HƒHˆƒHM“ÔßH»Vå»¬“N∆Hˆ©HMß»≠NæH.Ô†NæV∂ˆHMø§ß∂©æ˚HflN˚å…∂V

.VåHƒ»Vå
V∂H»VN…ˇN∑Ô®MÔ¨HßV˚≠ÏH∆…∂H»u©H≈¬flHNƒ

V∂VN…§¬˚∫©ƒ®»…V∂˚…§¬˝…∂Hß∂NHN§B∂≠»≠ 
ÏHM“NæHV∂H»VN…§N∂æM©“Hˆ˚ÓˇN∑¬MV∂NøBHVMƒNœ¬H∂§¬ßN≈Hø»ƒ»…V˚NHVVM“M§∂HˆB∂≠H∂Ó 

V˚∆ßˆ§∂HˆB∂≠»≠Ôßˆ»©ƒ
§∆ß∂HƒH“…HN»˚Hø˝øHVÚH˚N≈øflHˆB∂≠M§¬ßVHM¬V∂ƒH∂NVH∆V∂H»∆†NæÍH¬∆§∂H“HƒH¬åH∂Ó

V∂H»∆øHV˚HNMVHNflVHM¬»≠V∂H|∆†NH“˚ÓM˚…H∆H∂ÓÔßˆ»©ƒÏHM“NæHV∂BHV˚∂ƒNMV 
ÔßH»VN…N∂∂¥∆»˚Mæ≠H¬åNΩ˚,V∂H»∆øM¬ÓV∂†¬MVªHBVHM¬»NHƒNVH¬åH©Hπ

Ôß∂≠V∂H»∆†NæVH∂ÏH∆…∂HBH»…flB∂≠∂N∆¬ˆ¬ 
VMå§¬ÓVåN∆ˆƒE¨HƒÏH∆…∂HNV§∆HN∂∂¥∆»≠Ò∂˚…»∂ˆ∆ÏH∆…BHflV∂V“¤H≠NæH

Îbdg;kH Ímlhr §g¨ Gwpjs m ]gªs!H »cˆ §g¨ :jhfh[H hkdgH ˝snH
˝fhrl Kmv

, Ïhj;gH Hcˆ  :jsHnV  vuf
&hxjslgH  nv®  ]glh;   ]fh[H ]gªs!H »Cˆ  §©¨ F[H /H“N

UdqHmlgH»cˆ  hksdnvj Kdspj §g¨hkv¨hsj ˇms :jhfh[˘ K˘
Îbdg;kHÍmlh® §g¨ Gwpjs m GfrjslgHD† Kdno‡H Ï@xg©

Ï[d  ]fm[!h† ,]l[nj¬  ]gªs!H KH Ul m. ˝fhr¬ Kmv
]dbdg;k!H  ]yghf  Ïj;j

?Ïhj;gH  Hcˆ  ]sHnv D† JrtkH ]¨hs  L;
?@f® |f Lrj  Lg K‡H |udkwjf Jl®  ÎcgH h¬

]tghj  hik#  highlujs˘  mH hiªHna K¨  Ôtrmj /hdaı Úhkˆ ˝ˆ
?Dˆhl , Luk Ïhm[gH Kh; H C˘ ? ]lhs MH

vHmlgH K¬ Wgojg© ]rdnx vh[d! :jrxk¬Dghˆıf Jgwj˘ Gˆ
Luk ÏHm[gH Kh… Hc˘?]lhsgH J@qtgH m }nxogH ]dgbklgH

?|kl  Ljwgoj  Îcgh¬?vuf Úhkˆ Fˆc∆ L©H
hi© Dfh[d!H LdzkjgHM ÔhdhtkgHQdtoj ]dtd…Jlguj vrm K‡Hm 

? :…mgs n dyj  ˇd…
?Ïhj;gH  Hcˆ  K¬ |jlguj  ÎcgH  ]dlˆH ne;!H  °agHh¬

Ïhj;gH  Hcˆ  Gu[j  ÔHnddyj ]dı , }vdv[  ]os˚  hkuf≈  HC˘
? Gq†ı  DsnvlgH



EExxeerrcciissee  44

AAfftteerr  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ttoorrnn  EExxeerrcciissee  33  oouutt  ooff  yyoouurr  bbooookk,,  ppuutt  iitt  iinn  aann  
eennvveellooppee..    SSeenndd  uuss  yyoouurr  aannsswweerrss,,  aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  aarree  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  22000000
ppeeooppllee  ttoo  rreessppoonndd,,  wwee  wwiillll  sseenndd  yyoouu  aa  ffrreeee  EEnngglliisshh  ddiiccttiioonnaarryy..

Print your name and address on an envelope, add a stamp, and mail your
answers to:

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  aassssiissttaannccee!!

your name
your street address   
city, state, zip code 

“Free Dictionary”
The MN Literacy Council     
756 Transfer Road
St. Paul, MN 55114 

stamp
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