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• Welcome

• Housekeeping

• Legislation and Introduction to Community 

Air Monitoring

• Request for Proposal (RFP)

• Application process

• Application tips

• Q&A

Overview



Housekeeping

• Today’s questions and answers will be recorded

•  To ask a question, either:
• Type it into the chat box
• Raise your hand and unmute during the Q&A portion

• Please note: all questions need to be recorded
• Written
• Asked in the meeting
• All Q&A will be included in the Swift Portal 

• Webinar will be focused on the RFP

Questions afterwards?
 grants.pca@state.mn.us

mailto:grants.pca@state.mn.us


Legislation and Introduction to Community Air Monitoring



Legislation

• Passed in 2023 legislative session in environmental omnibus 

(HF2310)

• Calls for a partnership between a non-profit and an entity 

with community air monitoring experience

• Specifies within the 7-county metro only



Legislation

• Intended for environmental justice and disproportionately 

impacted communities

• Priorities given for projects in locations matching 3 EJ/Air 

Pollution criteria

• Outreach and public access to data included

• Data also given to MPCA to potentially assist with regulatory 

monitoring



Community Air Monitoring



Community Air Monitoring

Benefits of Metro Community Air Monitoring
• Can measure air quality in places where we don’t have official 

monitors

• Neighborhood Scale Monitoring is possible

• Measures air quality in places relevant to your daily life

• Sensor placement can be informed by the local knowledge, needs, 

and input of the communities



Request for Proposal (RFP)



Questions: grants.pca@state.mn.us

How to find the RFP



How to find the RFP

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/grants-and-loans/metro-community-air-monitoring-pilot-grant-program



Metro Community Air Monitoring Grant Overview

• $4.85 million in funding available

• Must be within the 7-county Metro

• Applicants are nonprofits

• Deadline is June 28, 2024, at 4:30 p.m. CST

• No late applications will be accepted

• Must submit completed application



Eligible and Ineligible Applicants

• Nonprofits within any of the 7 counties in the metro 
region
• Can perform neighborhood scale air monitoring themselves, 

or that are partnering with entities that have expertise in 
neighborhood scale air



Eligible and Ineligible Applicants

• Nonprofits within any of the 7 counties in the Twin Cities 
Metro Region

• For-profit and municipalities only as a partnering entity



Metro Community Air Monitoring Grant Overview

• $750,000 minimum allotted per project
• 2-5 projects will be funded



• MnTAP and the Great Lakes TCTAC will provide assistance, 
connecting applicants with potential technical partners

Metro Community Air Monitoring Grant Overview



Metro Community Air Monitoring Grant Overview



Technical 
suggestions

Metro Community Air Monitoring Grant Overview



Application

Application page 1



Application

Application page 2



Application

Application page 3



Evaluation



Application

Nicole Pedro, Contract Specialist
Nicole.Pedro@state.mn.us

Swift Portal



SWIFT terminology and things to know

• The RFP is labeled an event in SWIFT.

• Bidding = Applying

• The supplier portal is “homebase” for navigating to find the RFP, applying or bidding on the RFP, 
and resources for questions and information.

• You do not need any credentials or log-in information for viewing the RFP, application, etc.

• You will have to register as a bidder to apply or bid. REGISTER AND APPLY EARLY! Do not wait until 
the last day to register to bid and/or upload any documents. The MPCA cannot answer questions 
and or help with technology related issues associated with SWIFT.

• Questions can be directed to the Vendor Assistance Help Desk at 651-201-8100, option 1.

4/30/2024 24



How to find the RFP

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/grants-and-loans/metro-community-air-monitoring-pilot-grant-program



Bidding Opportunities

• Click on “Bidding Opportunities”

4/30/2024 26



Finding the Event/RFP

• Click on “MPCA-Metro Community Air Monitoring Pilot Grant Program,” Event ID: 2000015623

• Note: May help to double click on the “Business Unit” sort feature to find Pollution Control Agency

4/30/2024 27



Viewing the Bid Package

• Click on View Bid Package

28



RFP and Application Materials

• You are able to download and save the documents from here

4/30/2024 29



How to Apply in SWIFT

• To apply or bid on the RFP, you must register as a bidder.

• Note: If an applicant is already registered in the SWIFT system as a supplier (previously known as a 
vendor), they do not need to register as a bidder. They will need their supplier ID.

• Go to the supplier portal page and click on register for an account.  

4/30/2024 30



Registering as a Bidder

• Click on Register as a Bidder and complete the screens that follow (Note: It can take up to 2 business days for 
registration to complete).

• You will use that information to sign in on the Supplier Portal page.

4/30/2024 31



SWIFT Questions and Assistance

• Questions can be directed to 651-201-8100, option 1; or by clicking on Informational Tips and/or 
Supplier Portal Help. 

4/30/2024 32



Questions?

• Q&A from today’s webinar is recorded and will be posted through the Supplier 
Portal under “View Bid Package” and “Questions and Answers”

• The webinar and slides will be posted on the Metro Community Air Monitoring 
Pilot Grant Program website

• Email questions to grants.pca@state.mn.us with the subject line, “Community Air 
Monitoring”

• All questions need to be received by Friday, June 14, 2024, 4:30 p.m. CDT

4/30/2024 33



• Read through the entire Request For Proposal (RFP)

• Allow ample time to write proposal (Deadline: June 28, 4:30 pm)
• We have allowed 90 days because we’re asking for a lot of information

• SWIFT will not allow you to upload after 4:30 pm

• Make sure to fill out your application accurately and thoroughly

Helpful Tips



Thank you! Questions?
Tyler Ellis, State Program Administrator

651-757-2191 
tyler.ellis@state.mn.us



Contacts & Resources

• Questions:  grants.pca@state.mn.us

• Technical Partnerships MnTAP Contact: janep2@umn.edu

• Air Sensors Website: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/local-sites-and-projects/statewide-air-quality-sensors

• EPA Community Air Monitoring Webinar Series: https://www.epa.gov/amtic/CommunityAirMonitoringWebinars

• EPA Quality Assurance for Air Sensors: https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/quality-assurance-air-sensors

mailto:grants.pca@state.mn.us
mailto:janep2@umn.edu
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/local-sites-and-projects/statewide-air-quality-sensors
https://www.epa.gov/amtic/CommunityAirMonitoringWebinars
https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/quality-assurance-air-sensors
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