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JUDGE M DDENDORF: \Wel cone everyone. And
t hank you so nuch for taking tinme out of what | know
has to be busy schedul es to be here today to
participate in this public rul emaki ng process.

Today i s Septenber 1st, 2026. It is
three p.m and we've gathered renotely via WbEx for
a public hearing in the matter of the Proposed Rul es
Governi ng Cunul ative | npacts Anal ysis For Permt
Deci sions in Environnmental Justice Areas.

This is Court of Adm nistrative Hearings
docket nunmber 21-9003-39398.

First slide, please. Next slide, please.

My nane is Kinberly Mddendorf. [|'man
Adm ni strative Law Judge with the Court of
Admi ni strative Hearings.

As an i ndependent executive branch court,
the Court of Administrative Hearings is iIndependent
of the M nnesota Pollution Control Agency, or MPCA
which is the agency that is proposing to adopt rules
as part of today's hearing.

My Court is al so independent of any of
t he groups or individuals participating in this
hearing today. The role of the Court is to provide
hearings like this that is fair and neutral to al

of the participants.
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It's ny understanding that we will have
sone commenters today who speak Spani sh, and toward
t hat end we have an interpreter here today. So that
| don't forgot to do it later I'll swear M. Diaz in
NOW.

M. Diaz, |let ne know when you're ready,
pl ease.

THE | NTERPRETER: | am ready, Your Honor.

ANDRES DI AZ,
Spani sh Interpreter was duly sworn:

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so much,
M. D az.

All right. Next slide, please.

Qur hearing today is being conducted
virtually via WebEx. Anmong other directives from
the |l egislature, specifically those in M nnesota
St at ut es Chapter 14, Rul enaki ng heari ngs nust be
conducted so that nenbers of the public can
partici pate and be heard in the rul emaki ng process.

My primary role here today is to ensure
that there is procedural fairness, to ensure we are
courteous to each other so that all interested
parties can be heard, and to draw out know edge from
as nmany voi ces as possible.

An underlying assunption of this process
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Is that we rely on the w sdom of the group, and so |
am particularly thankful, and on behalf of the MPCA
| know they are as well, but we're very gratefu
that you are contri buting your thoughts, expertise,
experience and tine to form ng these rul es.

Next slide, please.

This hearing is part of a process by
whi ch rul es are adopted under the M nnesota
Adm ni strative Procedure Act or Chapter 14. During
t his rul emaki ng proceeding the MPCA is required to
docunent its statutory authority to adopt the
proposed rul es; denonstrate that it has fulfilled
all relevant |egal and procedural requirenents of
the law, and, finally, denonstrate the need for and
reasonabl eness of each portion of the proposed rul es
wth an affirmative presentati on of facts.

Those are the three big picture issues
that |"'minterested in reviewng as part of this
pr oceedi ng.

Sone of you are here to express your
t houghts or views on different parts of the rules,
and that is certainly helpful to the MPCA and to the
process.

My authority, however, does not extend to

an ability to rewite the rules or to substitute ny
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judgnent for the MPCA's judgnent. Rather, | have to
ensure that the statutory requirenents are net for
r ul emaki ng.

Next slide, please.

All right. Here's a road map for our
hearing today. |It's pretty straightforward, as you
can see if you are participating wth a video
opti on.

We're starting out, of course, with ny
remarks. | will introduce the panel, which will be
several folks fromthe MPCA, who will give you kind
of a higher level overview of the naterials that are
going to be relied on in adopting these rules, as
well as an expl anation of how the rul es are expected
to work and what their purpose is.

Al'l of that is somewhat introductory and
that will be fairly short, | think, because the nost
I mportant thing that we're here today to do is take
public questions and comments, and so nobst of our
time today will be spent on that particul ar task.

Al right. Next slide, please.

So I'"'mgoing to just briefly introduce
t he panel that's here fromthe MPCA today.

We have Maren Bardal, Senior Associate

CGeneral Counsel; Hassan Bouchareb, engi neer; and
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Katie |1zzo, rule coordinator.

Each of these staff nenbers are here to
provi de an overview, |listen to your coments and
answer any questions you nmay have about the rule.
After ny remarks, as | nentioned, we'll hear from
each of themin greater detail.

All right. Next slide, please.

For those of you who are interested in
taking a l ook at the materials that the MPCA is
relying on, they are available for the public to
Vi ew at
htt ps://ww. pca. st at e. m. us/ get engagedcunul ati ve-

I mpact s-r ul enmaki ng.

|'mpretty sure you can get there by
googling as well if you didn't have a chance to
wite all of that down. But fromgoing to the
MPCA' s hone page, | can attest that it is pretty
sinple to navigate to their rules page fromthat and
get all of the informati on underlying the proposed
rules at this tine.

Alittle bit later in the proceeding the
MPCA will submt the exhibits it wants to include
into the hearing record. They'll also summarize the
exhi bits so that everyone |listening today has sone

i dea of what those docunents are. And, again, of
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course, you can look into themfurther if you are
interested in taking a deeper | ook.

Next slide, please.

So as nentioned, nost of our hearing tine
has been allotted for questions and statenents from
nmenmbers of the public today. That's the key reason
we're here today.

| just want to nmake everyone aware that
there are really two ways to have your opinions
about these rules heard by nyself and by MPCA and of
course that's by naking oral coments today. For
t hose of you who are nore confortable, you know,
witing your comments, you can do so by filing
witten comments during the comment period, which
ends Septenber 21st, 2026, at 4:30 p.m

' mgoing to repeat that deadline at
mul ti pl e points throughout our proceedi ng today
because | think it's so inportant; and |I'm sure
everyone knows soneone who woul d have |iked to be
here today but wasn't able to nake it. But there is
anot her way that you can be heard and that's through
the witten process. W've got sone slides |ater
t hat go through the specifics of howto file those
witten comments as well.

Al'l right. Next slide, please.

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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eComments is the preferred nethod for
submtting witten comments and | believe you can
navigate to that fromthe MPCA' s website or by
reviewi ng slides later on in our presentation.

Next slide, please.

All right. So those of you who are here
and wanting to speak, I'lIl ask that you indicate
that you want to speak in the chat, if you are
attending in a way that you have access to video.
But if you don't have a video capabl e device and are
rat her tel ephoning in, you can signing up by
pressing star 3 on your phone to be added to the
queue to make a comment. That's star 3. |If you
accidently put yourself into the queue and you
change your mind, pressing star 3 again will renove
you fromthe queue.

Just a quick note. You can start
indicating that you' d like to offer conmments now in
the chat or any tine today before we adjourn.

If you are under any tinme constraints you
can indicate that in the chat as well and | wll do
ny best to accommmobdate you, understandi ng of course
everyone's tine is valuable, so no guarantees.

Cenerally | do try to take comments first

cone first serve so go ahead and start signing up
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NOW.

Pl ease note, however, that any comments
t hat you nake in the WebEx chat are not comrents
t hat becone part of this record. Al right. So if
you wish to wite, you know, a |engthier opinion
about the rules, please don't put it in the chat.
You need to put that into the witten comments so it
gets the consideration that it deserves.

As | nmentioned, I"mgoing to generally
call folks in the order they signed up. Wen your
nane is called you' Il be unmuted and you can offer
your comments or ask questi ons.

When you begin pl ease state and spel l
your nane. |It's nice to know where in M nnesota
you're fromand if you are appearing on behalf of a
particular group or an interest it's nice to know
t hat too.

| expect to have tine for everyone to be
heard this afternoon or this evening, but it's
al ways hel pful if you organi ze your remarks and hit
t he highlights of them | wll be the | ast person
to sign off this proceeding and I'm going to do ny
best to ensure that everyone who wants to gets a
chance to speak today.

Next slide, please.
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So in the interest of allow ng as nmany
peopl e as possible to be heard I'mgoing to ask you
totry tolimt your initial coments to five
m nutes, and so please try to respect that so that
everyone has an opportunity to speak. What | wll
do is let you know that if you ve got nore to say
than you can get said in five mnutes you can sign
up a second tine. Once |'ve heard fromfirst tine
commenters |I'Il go back, as tinme permts, and give
everybody a second round if there's nore information
t hat people want to share.

Next slide, pl ease.

All right. So regardl ess of whether your

comments are oral today at our hearing, or if you

file a witten comment, | review themall regardless
of the way that they're submtted. So | will read
everything that cones into the record. | wll

obvi ously hear what fol ks have to say this evening,
as well as a transcript that I'lIl be able to refer
back to that has taken down word for word everything
you say today about these rules.

Next slide, please.

All right. W've already gone over sone
of this, I'll just say speaking slowy, clearly and

loudly is really helpful. You ve taken the tine to
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be here and we want to nake sure that we capture
what it is that you say.

We've got a court reporter here who is
t aki ng down word for word what is said and so that's
a big job and you can hel p our court reporter out by
speaking slowy, clearly and | oudly.

And if you have a question for a paneli st
pl ease wait until, and this goes for panelists as
well. Only one person can speak at a tine. It's
really natural in conversation to anticipate what
sonebody is going to say or to kind of junmp in to
help themout. W have to try not to do that
because that makes for a nessy transcript, it's
really hard to capture what's being said when nore
t han one person is talking. So | mght junp in and
just ask folks to restate what they' ve said or hold
their comment until the presenter is done answering
a question, so on and so forth. | don't mean any
di srespect by that, | sinply have to nmake sure that
we get a really good and accurate record of the
informati on that everybody wants to provide here.

Al right. Next slide, please.

All right. The court reporter's
transcript is the official record of the hearing.

The transcript wll include your coments. | nay

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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quote you in the report that | wll be witing
determ ni ng whether or not the MPCA has net its
burden to establish these rules, or if there are any
| egal issues with those rules. But know that you
may be quoted in the report.

And al so just a note, that recordi ng of
this hearing is prohibited. W do that to
prevent -- to preserve the integrity of this process
and to provide public confidence that the official
recording is the official record as well.

Next slide, please.

Ckay, just a bit about the witten
conmment period for everyone. | told you you're
going to hear this deadline fromme nultiple tinmes
because it is so inmportant. Septenber 21st, 2026.
Comrents nust be received by 4:30 p.m on that date.
So if you are nmailing comments to the Court or to
the MPCA, know that postmarking it Septenber 21st is
not going to get it there intine. 1It's not going
to get your comment into the record. So eComments,
again, the preferred way because of course you don't
have that delay fromthe mail service. But if you
do choose to use that option, just remenber it's got
to be received by Septenber 21st, 2026.

The law requires ne to keep the record

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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open for up to 20 days after the end of today's
public hearing. So I amissuing that order now.
The comment period is extended for 20 days fromthe
cl ose of our hearing today, Septenber 1st, 2026.
That neans that there are 20 cal endar days in which
to submt witten comments, and that gets us to
Sept enber 21st, 2026, at 4:30 p.m

Next sli de, please.

All right. After the initial comment
period there is a five working day rebuttal period
for anything that was filed by 4:30 p.m on that
date. So that five day period is neant to respond
to comments, okay, not to nake new coments. It's
hel pful for folks to understand that. That deadli ne
is 4:30 p.m on Septenber 28, 2026.

Al right. Next slide, please.

After Septenber 28th, 2026, | wll close
the record. Meaning that | have the universe of
information that I'mgoing to be review ng in naking
t he determ nations about this matter.

The only thing | | ook at besides what has
been put into the record, and that's coments,
regardl ess of how they're made; the exhibits that
the MPCA will offer. Those are really the -- those

are the nmain conponents of the record.
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I amnot allowed to do any investigating
or anything like that except into the law. And so
"1l be closing the record, 1'll be thinking about
what the | aw requires, what the MPCA has provided
and what all the commenters have shared with ne
regardi ng these rules as | eval uate them and
ultinmately nake a determ nati on.

Specifically 1'lIl be addressi ng whet her
t he MPCA has docunented its authority to enact the
rul es and does in fact have that authority; whether
the MPCA has fulfilled all of the required
procedures; and whether the MPCA has denonstrated
t he need and reasonabl eness for each portion of the
proposed rul es.

You can expect ny report approximtely 30
days after the final coment deadline, unless the
Chi ef Adm ni strative Law Judge determ nes an
extensi on i s necessary.

You woul d be able to see the report,
either on the Court of Adm nistrative Hearings
website, and | believe the MPCA will post that on
its rul e-maki ng page as well .

Next slide, please.

In case we have any | obbyi sts here's our

rem nder for | obbyists. You need to register if you
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are a | obbyist wth the Canpai gn Fi nance Board.

Next slide, please.

All right. Now Il'mgoing to turn things
over to our agency panel. First we'll hear from
Ms. Bardal .

Ms. Bardal, whenever you're ready, and
after you' ve gone through the exhibits then I'lIl ask
if you want to offer those into the record and we
wll make it official --

MS. BARDAL: Thank you, Your Honor.

My nane is Maren Bardal, Ma-r-e-n
B-a-r-d-a-1. | use she/her pronouns. |'m senior
associ ate general counsel with the M nnesota
Pol luti on Control Agency, referred to as MPCA. Cur
address is 520 Lafayette Road North, Saint Paul,

M nnesota 55155, and | am appearing in this rule
proceedi ng on behal f of MPCA.

The MPCA i s proposing rul es governing
cunul ative inmpact requirenents as directed by
M nnesota Sessi on Law 2023, Chapter 60, Article 8,
Section 3, HF 2310.

First, | would like to introduce the MPCA
staff here today who will be making a presentation
about the proposed rule.

First, we have Hassan Bouchar eb. He is

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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an engi neering specialist in the Air Policy Unit in
MPCA' s Environnental Anal ysis and CQutcones Division.
M. Bouchareb is a | ead planner for this role.

Katie lzzo is the MPCA' s rul e coordi nat or
for this rulemaking. M. |zzo nanages the
adm ni strative procedures aspect of the rule and is
t he point of contact for process rel ated questions.

Before the presentation | would like to
submt into the hearing record the hearing exhibits.
These exhi bits are posted on the agency's website
and the purpose of these docunents or exhibits are
to: Docunent MPCA's | egal authority to adopt the
proposed rul e; denonstrate that the Agency has
fulfilled all relevant | egal and procedural
requi rements for pronul gating the rules and
denonstrates that each portion of the proposed rule
I s needed and reasonabl e.

Now | will review the exhibits and relate
each exhibit to one of the three purposes | just
menti oned. There's an index of the exhibits at the
front of the hearing exhibits.

First, we have Exhibit D, which contains
the text of the proposed rule amendment. Exhibit D
contai ns the statenent of need and reasonabl eness

for SONAR, that was published with the rules. The
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SONAR docunents the Agency's statutory authority to
adopt the proposed rule. The MPCA has | egal
authority to promulgate and revise air quality rules
under M nnesota Statute 116. 07, Subdivision 4, and
116. 065.

The SONAR in Exhibit D al so denonstrates
t hat each portion of the proposed rule is needed and
reasonabl e. The SONAR i ncl udes both a general
descri ption of why the proposed rule is needed and
reasonabl e, and a detail ed description of why each
rule part is needed and reasonabl e.

Exhi bit D al so contains the CI nappi ng
and anal ysis platformtechni cal support docunent,
whi ch includes the environnental stressor data base
and expl anati on of the nethodol ogy used to anal yze
and consi der those stressors as part of determ ning
if a substantial adverse inpact exists.

Several other exhibits denponstrate that
the agency has fulfilled all relevant |egal and
procedural requirenents.

These include: Exhibit Al, the initial
request for comrents that initiated the fornal
rul emaki ng process.

Exhi bit A2, the second request for

comments that updated the scope of potentially
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affected chapters.

Exhi bit C, the Revisor's approval of the
proposed rul e.

Exhibit E, the certificate verifying
subm ssion of the SONAR to the | egislative reference
i brary.

Exhi bit F, the notice of hearing as
mai | ed and as posted electronically on MPCA's web
page and as published in the State Regi strar on My
18t h, 2026.

Exhibit Gl, the certificate of nailing
the notice of hearing and certificate accuracy of
the mailing |list.

Exhibit &, the delivery bulletin with
reci pi ent count.

Exhibit H, the certificate of additiona
noti ce.

Exhibit K1, a letter to M nnesota
Managenent and Budget and MVB' s approval of the
Agency's fiscal analysis of the inpact of these
rul es.

Exhibit K2, certificates of notice to the
| egi sl ature and the | egislative coordinating
commi ssi on.

Exhi bit 1 includes copies of comments

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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fromthe proposed rule that were received by the
MPCA during the prehearing comment period and the
Agency's responses to those comments.

And at this tine the MPCA woul d al so |ike
to introduce Exhibit L1, which is now added to the
hearing record. It is a copy of the slides fromthe
presentation the MPCA will be nuking today.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Anyt hing further at
this tine, M. Bardal ?

MS. BARDAL: Nothing further for the
exhi bi ts.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: All right. And does
MPCA w sh to offer Exhibits A through L into the
record?

M5. BARDAL: Yes.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you. Exhibits A
t hrough L are received.

MS. BARDAL: Now M. Bouchareb w |l make
a presentation outlining the proposed rule
anendnments and sunmari zi ng the need for and
reasonabl eness of the proposed rules. The
presentation will take approxinately 25 m nutes.

MR. BOUCHAREB: Thank you, Maren.

Agai n, ny nane i s Hassan Bouchar eb,

that's Ha-s-s-a-n B-o0-u-c-h-a-r-e-b, and I am an
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engineer in our Alr Policy Unit at the M nnesota
Pollution Control Agency. | wll be tal ki ng about
our proposed Cunul ative I npacts Rul e today.

For today, for this presentation, we wll
cover the proposed rule itself, generally touching
on the statutory authority, the rule applicability,
and provide a brief overview of the proposed rule.
W will also touch on sone of the other statutory
obl i gati ons associated with the proposed rul e,

i ncl udi ng the public engagenment and Tri bal

consul tati on aspects and additional detail regarding
environnental justice areas and the environnental
stressor data base.

Today's presentation is going to be nore
hi gh-1evel. As Judge M ddendorf nentioned earlier,
we want to provide nore time for comments and
questions for those of you joining us today.

Thank you again for taking tinme out of
your day to be here.

If you would |ike additional detail or
addi tional information, you can find additional
i nformation, recordings of previous webi nars and
present ati ons, and ot her rul emaki ng docunents on the
MPCA' s cunul ati ve inpacts rul emaki ng web page. You

can get there by followng the I'ink shown on the
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screen or the QR code in the top right as well.

This is the web page where we post
various rul e docunents and other information, |inks
to recordi ngs of previous public neetings and
webi nars and also |links to where any interested
party can submt conments.

Not ably, we did provide a nore detail ed
presentation, a detailed overview of the proposed
rule on June 2nd at an informational public neeting.
That neeting recording and translated naterials are
avai |l able on the MPCA's website if you are
Interested in nore detail. There are also
hi gh-1 evel sunmmaries of the proposed rul e avail abl e
on the website as well, that the MPCA posted in My
2026.

To begin, we'll talk through some of the
statutory authority and rule applicability aspects.

The rule and M nnesota statute section
116. 065 provided a franework and identified a nunber
of different obligations or directives for the MPCA
i n proposing the proposed Cunul ati ve | npacts Rul e.

There are seven different subdivisions in
this section. | will briefly cover these throughout
the presentation as part of the proposed overview --

or as part of the overview of the proposed rule, and
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covering where the proposed rule generally fits into
or helps clarify different aspects of this statutory
framewor k and obl i gati ons.

Not ably, the rule works in tandemw th
the statute. There are sone parts of M nnesota
Statute Section 116.065 that direct the agency in
how to do this program and do this program by the
proposed rule. There are -- we do want to note that
t hose obligations exist outside of the proposed rule
| anguage itself.

We' ve done our best, | think, in trying
to make that clear and help clarify where the
statute and proposed rule intersect and work
together, or we'll talk about those in a little bit
nore detail in the follow ng slides.

Speci fically Subdivision 6 of this
statute, 116.065, identifies several directives
regardi ng the adoption of these rules, including
five overarching directives.

The first being publishing the notice of
intent to adopt within 36 nonths of May 25, 2023.

As part of rul emaki ng, engaging in robust public
engagenent, including public neetings and Tri bal
consultation; specific directives regardi ng what the

rul es adopted nust establish or define for the
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different steps of the rule; and as well as

t hr oughout t he rul enaki ng process providing
transl ati on services and transl ated materi als upon
request; as well as providing public notice in
advance of any public neetings held on the rule.

W will talk about nore specifically here
shortly sone of the details regarding what the rul es
adopt ed nust establish or define or do, and we'l|
tal k through how these proposed rules align with
t hose statutory obligations as well.

So the first, let's start with
applicability. Notably, this is one aspect of the
proposed rule which is prescribed by M nnesota
Statute Section 116.065. The rules apply in
envi ronnental justice areas and a one mle buffer in
the Twwn Cities seven county netropolitan area, plus
cities of the first class, currently Rochester and
Dul ut h outside of the seven county netro.

The MPCA has on that website that |
mentioned earlier that we have a list of facilities
that nay be affected by the proposed rul es that
we' ve posted throughout the rul enaki ng process, and
this list identifies the who side of the equation,
whi ch these rules apply to certain air permt

applications, specifically Major Source or Title V,
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and certain air state permt applications.

As | nentioned, these are only for air
permt applications and these include permnit
applications for new facilities, facility expansions
and applications for reissuing a permt for an
existing facility.

Envi ronnental justice areas are al so one
aspect of the rule that the legislature defined in
this statute. These include broadly four different
criteria. Notably, these do not -- an area does not
have to neet nultiple, any one of these criteria are
enough to trigger -- enough for a census tract to be
determ ned as an environnental justice area.

Thi s includes different denographic
criteria, such as race, |anguage proficiency and
i ncone, as well as locations of Tribal |ands
identified and defined as |Indian country.

Not abl y, these environnmental justice
areas exist in many parts and across M nnesota, but
t he proposed rules, again, only apply to these twn
Cities seven county netro.

The i mage you can see on the screen today
hi ghlights in dark blue those environnmental justice
areas proper, plus that one mle distance around

t hose environnental justice areas, as well as
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identifying the Tribal lands in a purple outline
that you can see, notably in Scott County and part
of Dakota County.

You can al so see environnental justice
areas in Duluth and Rochester using the sanme
identifiers. Notably, you can see Duluth is roughly
two-thirds of the city, while Rochester is about
roughly one-half of the city, is potentially subject
to these rules.

Movi ng on to the overview of the rule.
Those of you who have joi ned us previous
presentati on or webinars or gatherings, you'll be
well used to this slide as well. This is what we
used to help identify sone of the |arger parts of
the rules that the MPCA was tasked wi th defining or
establ i shing as part of the proposed rule.

We'll talk through each of these in a
little bit nore detail, but to start let's go to the
bi g picture.

For the proposed rule, what the MPCA is
aimng to do is create a process for eval uating
cunmul ative inpacts as part of permtting decisions
in these areas that's transparent, nmnageabl e, and
neets the statutory objectives.

The statutes in M nnesota section 116. 065
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al so indicates that we need to be able to account
for a variety of unique circunstances in applying
these rules in certain permt applications, and the
focus of the proposed rule is really on
under st andi ng t he heal th and environnmental inpacts
of issuing a permt.

The proposed rul e needs to anal yze as
well as provide the ability to neani ngful may i npact
their health, their environment, and where they
l'ive, work and gat her.

At a high level, the proposed rul e spans
a nunber of rule parts in existing rule chapter
7007. Again, these rules are crafted to align with
t hose obligations and directives.

The proposed rule itself, the cumul ati ve
I npact anal ysis portions of this span M nnesota Rul e
Chapter 7007. 6000 to 7007.6120. There are overvi ews
avai l able in English, Spanish, Hrong and Sonali as
well on our web page, as well as additional
housekeepi ng edits to existing chapters in 7007. 0050
to 7007. 1850.

There are a nunber of structural and
supporting requirenents associated with the rul e,
scope in 7007.6,000. There are definitions, and

this is where you start to see where we use
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identifier -- or trying to aid in identifying where
the proposed rule works in tandemw th the | anguage
of M nnesota Statute Section 116. 065.

W' ve established a nunber of definitions
in the proposed rules. These are additional terns
or references to definitions in the statute that are
needed to support the rule and the proposed rule.
There are applicability and procedural requirenents
in 7007.6020, which aimto help provide clarity
regarding the applicability established in the
stat ut e.

There's a nunber of general requirenents
in 7007.6040 regarding things |like submttal
certifications, infornmation requests, record keeping
and additional requirenents that broadly apply
across the rule. And rounding it out with permt
deci sions in 7007.6120, again providing clarity with
how t he proposed rules work with requirenents in
statute.

Next we'll tal k about sort of the
proposed rule as we've broken it up and are
describing it today has roughly three stages.

The first stage is sort of what we are
referring to as the pre-cunul ative i npacts anal ysi s.

This is the information that the MPCA wll use to
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determ ne whether or not a cunul ative inpacts
analysis is required for a particular permt
application. This includes conparisons to
benchmar ks, evaluating a variety of information that
t he applicant provides, as well as potentially
evaluating information if submtted through a
petition by residents of an environnmental justice
area near a facility.

So this stage includes and spans a nunber
of different parts in the proposed rules. There are
Tri bal aspects and the Tribal consultation and
coordination part of the rule in 7007.6030. This
portion of the proposed rule helps fulfill those
requirenents identified in some of the specific
statutory directives in Mnnesota statute 116. 065.

And | won't repeat all of the nunberings
and letters for all of our sakes together. As
nmentioned this presentation will be avail abl e and
the transcript will be available as well.

The initial assessnent is the information
that a permt applicant will provide to the MPCA
when they are neeting the applicability requirenents
of the rule. This information is identified in part
7007.6050. And this is notably one of those areas

that works in tandemwith what the statute requires
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and directs the MPCA to do; involves evaluating and
maki ng certain determ nations as well as
establishing the information that the MPCA will use
in the proposed rule.

The petition process is identified in
7007. 6060, where residents of an environnental
justice area can petition the Agency to require a
cunul ative inpacts analysis. That process is
identified there. And at the end of this stage is
t he determ nation of need in part 7007.6070. This
is where the MPCA will review the information
avai |l abl e and provided, to nake a deci sion regarding
whet her or not to require a cumul ative i npacts
anal ysis for a particular facility and permt
appl i cation.

After this stage, if the MPCA has
determ ned that a cunul ative inpacts analysis is
required, the applicant and the MPCA woul d nove on
to this second stage.

This focus is -- the focus of this stage
is the cunmul ati ves inpacts analysis itself as well
as the review of that information to determ ne
whet her or not issuing the permit would result in a
substanti al adverse inpact, which may require a

cunul ati ve benefit agreenent.
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This stage, again, has sonme parts in the
proposed rule -- across nultiple parts of the rule
i dentify what's happening here. There are a nunber
of public participation requirement in 7007. 6080.
These requirenments provide clarity regarding the
nmeetings and comments, the comment requirenments that
are established in the statute, as well as
fulfilling the different directives to establish
met hods for handling comments and hol di ng public
nmeet i ngs.

The cumul ative inpacts analysis itself
and the contents are identified in 7007. 6090, and
how the MPCA will review the infornmation avail abl e
to make a determ nation of whether there are
substantial adverse inpacts is identified in
7007. 6100.

At the end of this stage is where the
MPCA w || again make that decision. |If the MPCA has
determ ned that there is a substantial adverse
I mpact, that neans that a community benefit
agreenent is required, or if it cannot be reached
t hat the MPCA nust deny that permt.

So in this stage there are, again,
nmultiple parts of the proposed rule that cover what

happens. There are additional public participation
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requirenents in part 7007. 6080 regardi ng the
different active outreach requirenments as part of
crafting and determ ning whether to enter into a
community benefit agreenent, because there's a
process for entering into a conmunity benefit
agreenent is identified in 7007.6110, to help
fulfill those different requirenents in the statute,
as well as a part for nodifying a previously entered
into comunity benefit agreenment in part 7007.6115,
whi ch covers the broad overview of the proposed

rul e.

So we'd like to briefly go back to the
public -- sone of the other franework and statutory
obl i gations and cover sone of the different public
engagenents and Tri bal pieces of the statute.

So during rul emaki ng, during the
rul emaki ng for the proposed rule, the MPCA conducted
a variety of extensive outreach and engagenent
activities. This included a whole host of different
public neetings, webinars, workshops, informal
events such as tabling, conversations, interviews
and focus groups. Attending different community
events, where the MPCA was not hosting, but just
attending different already pre-existing community

events. It included things even, very tinely, wth
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a brief conversation at the state fair, the
M nnesota State Fair.

We al so had different outreach and
engagi ng activities including creating and hol ding a
communi ty benefit agreenent input panel with a
nunmber of different panelists as well as different
nmeeti ngs and di scussions with the MPCA' s
envi ronnental justice advisory group.

Beyond just these specific public
engagenent efforts, the MPCA al so di scussed and
coordi nated and consulted with different Tribes
around M nnesota, including conversations wth them
and offers to neet and consult about the proposed
rule that's requested.

One of the other aspects and statutory
obligations includes information and directions,
directives, regarding environnental justice areas
and environnental stressors. You'll note on the
screen here, one aspect of this is that cunul ative
I mpacts i npacts mappi ng and anal ysis platforns, and
what these obligations focused on were the MPCA was
directed to publish and maintain a |list of
environnental justice areas in M nnesot a.

The MPCA was al so directed to maintain an

updat ed public data base of identified stressors in
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different census tracts around the state. The
statute defined what environnental stressors

i ncl uded and the statute identifies that stressors
are part of determ ning whether issuing a permt
woul d have a substantial adverse inpact on the
envi ronnent or the health of residents of an

envi ronnental justice area.

As part of the directives, the statute
directed MPCA to establish the content of a
cunul ative inpacts anal ysis and providi ng sources of
public information that permt applicants can access
regardi ng those environnental stressors that are
present in an environnental justice area.

So as a very high-level summary in that
data base of environmental stressors, we have seven
di fferent categories spanning 26 different
environnental stressors that the MPCA created and
det erm ned t hroughout the rul emaki ng process through
a lot of different involvenment -- of public
engagenent and i nvol venent activities.

| want to call out few things before
provide a few additional details on the stressors.
You'll note that there are three different stressors
hi ghlighted in green on this slide that we identify

use reference values while the other 23 stressors
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use sonething call ed a geographi c point of
conpari son

The point of this information is, and in
this particular CI map, or the cunul ative inpacts
mappi ng and anal ysis platform the MPCA is providing
information for each census tract in the state and
specifically for the environnental -- for the --
census tract in the Twn Gties seven county
nmetropolitan area and cities of the first class this
vari ety of information.

This includes a conparison to reference
val ues for a county and statew de conpari son point,
t hat geographi c poi nt of conparison, and the
i ntention here being enabling a nethod to consi der
t hose stressors as part of the various
determ nati ons required under the proposed rule and
M nnesota statute 116. 065.

Providing this information, the MPCA is
i ntending to enable a conparative anal ysis for
stressors individually, where reference val ues don't
exi st, and enabling the conparative analysis to
consider the cunul ative effects of multiple
stressor. And at that point we've covered the host
of information we would |ike.

Agai n, thank you for your tine, everybody
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here today, and interest in participating in this
r ul emaki ng.

Thi s concludes the MPCA's presentation.

The MPCA has not hing further, Your Honor.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you,
M. Bouchar eb.

So, Ms. lzzo, | take it you do not have
anything to present at this tine, but are here if
f ol ks have questions about the process?

MS. 1ZZO0. That's correct, Your Honor.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: All right, thank you.

Well, now we are to the point then where
we wll turn to comments. So if we can go back to
the other presentation, slide 21. Thank you.

Il will rem nd everybody, if you haven't
al ready signed up you can continue to do that. You
can also take a |l ook at the chat. W've got the
comment ers who have requested to speak in the order
that they'll be called upon. |If you' re not on that
list and you want to speak you can indicate that in

the chat at any tine. |If you are on the phone you

can indicate you' d like to speak by pressing star 3.

So our first commenter, and we're goi ng
to go for about a half hour yet and then we'll take

a brief break. But our first commenter wll be
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Justice Jones.

M5. JONES: Hello. M nane is Justice
Jones. | currently live in Uptown but | was born
and raised in North Mnneapolis. For nme, | inagine
living in a community that takes the health of the
residents that are there seriously.

Five years ago | started working in
environnental justice and | earned about the i npact
of the industrial corridor that was along the
M ssi ssippi River on the north side.

| cone froma fam |y that has experienced
cancer, respiratory issues and skin conditions that
are both caused and exacerbated by the toxins that
cone fromthis corridor

While working in the EJ space | was part
of a cohort that was able to renove one of the
facilities causing major pollution issues, and the
facility repeatedly lied on permt reporting, caught
fire next to a gas station. Despite those false
reports it took community nenbers nore than a decade
to correct those harns and those harns are still not
fully corrected.

The bill that we're tal ki ng about today
was witten with this fight in mnd. Around ny tine

in this work |I've |learned that north side is not the
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only area with mgjor pollution that has adverse
public health inpacts. Places |like Smth Foundry,
Roof Depot and Oaens Corning have created the
necessity for green zones that nmany peopl e reference
t oday, that we just saw kind of in the earlier
presentati on.

It's often conmunity nenbers and
communi ty based organi zations that call out these
facilities when they're not followng the |Iaw, and
it's often community that notices the harns and
brings it to the attention of both the city and
MPCA.

This is why | believe that the | anguage
around CBAs within the rules needs to be corrected.
For exanple, providing a list of criteria for when a
conmm ssioner is approving a CBA should be clear and
t here should be cl ear action noting what
repercussions will cone to a facility that doesn't
conply. It should be witten into the rul es that
conpletion of a CBA requires that benefits proposed
by residents should be prioritized.

In addition, the current statutory
| anguage outlines the need to deny permts w thout
an established CBA and the process for this denial

should be witten clearly and needs to be
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enforceabl e by the conm ssioner or the MPCA.
These facilities, in tandemwth
wi | dfires and ot her events caused by the clinmate
crisis will continue to operate as they pl ease
w t hout proper structure and | anguage to stop them

from doi ng so.

Apol ogies, |I'm |l ooking at ny notes.
That is where I'll end ny coment for
today, and | look forward to submtting an

additional witten conmment as well.

And | want to thank you all for your
time.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so nuch,
Ms. Jones.

All right. Qur next comenter is
Daniell e Tietjen.

MS. TI ETJEN: H, my nane is Danielle,
D-a-n-i-e-1-1-e, Tietjen, T-i-e-t-j-e-n.

| live in North Mnneapolis and |I've
| ived there for over 25 years and have been part of
this process since it started years ago, and
testified before.

Because this nmakes ne a little nervous
I|'"mjust going to read what | have here.

Communi ty nmenbers appreciate the
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opportunity to provide testinony on the cunul ati ve
I mpact rul enaki ng deci si on process.

We believe that benchmarks or actions
shoul d be based on a conparative analysis. |If the
ri sk impact or pollution in an area is greater than
the average for the entire state or county then
action should be taken to reduce that i npact
gl obal | y.

During the permtting process the focus
should be on reducing and limting the inpacts of
pol lution on |local comunities. |If a facility is
receiving an air permt of any kind they should be
required to reduce the pollution that is nost
i mpacting local residents, particularly people of
color, low incone people and people with limted
Engl i sh proficiency. This should include both
criteria pollutants and air toxins.

Noti ce of permtting work should be
provided directly to everyone living within the
I mpacted area of the facility's pollution.
Pol | uti on goes through the air and the inpact from
facilities can extend several mles away.

| want to make note that this has been
wor ked on by dozens of wonen and wonen of col or, and

| stand here in solidarity with themto speak to
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this because |I've had the tine to be able to do
that. |I'ma local comunity gardener and beekeeper
in North M nneapolis. | consider it ny hone and
love it dearly and this is deeply inportant to
center a community and ensure that they are the
center of the process and included in every piece of
t hi s process.

Thank you.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so nuch, M.

Tietjen.

Tai si a C evel and.

MS. CLEVELAND: |'m Taisia Ceveland, |I'm
24. | previously testified on this with Fu Lee a

f ew years back.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Can | get you to spell
your nane for the record, before you get into the
substance --

MS. CLEVELAND: Sure.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you.

MS. CLEVELAND: Yeah. | also put it in
the chat, but ny nane is spelled T-a-i-s-i-a
Cl-e-v-e-l-a-n-d.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so rmuch.

MS. CLEVELAND: Spelled traditionally.

Yes, thank you.
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So I'"'mjust going to get right into it.
The real and neasurabl e i npacts on raci sm should be
included in all cumul ative inpacts anal ysis and
call ed out explicitly.

You cannot address di sproportionate
i mpacts if you do not take into account the inpacts
fromracism

A 2014 University of M nnesota study
showed t hat people of color are exposed to nearly 40
percent nore polluted air than white people. And
M nnesota is anong the top 15 states in this nation
with the | argest exposure gaps between peopl e of
col or and whites.

Raci sm both as i nterpersona
di scrimnation and as a structural form of
oppressi on di sproportionately and negatively inpacts
t he heal th out cones of people of color.

Pol l uti on has greater negative inpacts
because of the systemthat di sadvant age peopl e of
color, and this conpoundi ng effect shoul d be
represented in cumul ative inpacts anal ysi s.

These di sparities nust be addressed
directly with race and raci smincl uded
intentionally. Anything else fails to address the

disparities that exist and further disadvantages
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peopl e of col or.

The MPCA nust show direct action in
mtigating its role and perpetuati ng structural
raci smand radically disparate health outcones in
our state.

That's it. Thank you for your tine.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you,

Ms. d evel and.

Next on our list is Mchelle Shaw

MS. 1ZZO  Your Honor, it appears
M chell e Shaw has | eft the WebEx.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Ckay, then let's go to
Roxanne O Bri en.

M5. OBRIEN:. Can | let Mchell e Grvey
go before ne?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Sure. Mchelle
Garvey, are you ready?

M5. GARVEY: Yes. Can you hear ne now?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Yes. Go ahead,

M chel | e.

MS. GARVEY: |I'msorry, |I'mnot used to
t he WebEx fornmat.

H , everybody. M nane is Mchelle
Garvey. That's spelled Mi-c-h-e-l-1-e, |ast nane

Ga-r-v-e-y.
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I'ma nother in Mnneapolis. |'man
urban farmer and |I'man environnental justice
schol ar and educator and community advocate for the
past ten, fifteen years. | created the University
of M nnesota's Systens First Environnental Justice
course about ten years and have been teaching it
ever since and over the years have been doi ng that
in partnership with frontline comunity | eaders,
which led ne to advocate early on for this
cunmul ative inpacts law. So I'mreally happy to be a
part of it and continue shaping it, along with the
whol e teamthat's here today, so thanks to all of
you.

| just wanted to nmake nention of four
brief points regarding community benefit agreenents.
Community benefit agreenents, or CBAs, should
benefit community inpacted and shoul d especially
benefit people of collar, indigenous, |ow incone
and/ or people with limted English proficiency.

So |l want to first especially caution
that these community nenbers must be defined as
i npact ed i ndividuals. People who actually live in
an EJ area, not as like third-party organi zati ons or
| ocal government that m ght not have, you know, deep

connections with all of the residents in an area.
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The second CBA point | wanted to nake was
that they should al so account for |ocal inpacts from
non permtted activities, such as reduci ng noi se or
preventing diesel truck traffic fromtraveling
t hrough communities that are al ready burdened.

Third, the MPCA should deny a facility
any CBA that doesn't neet the community defined
criteria outlined in those set public neetings. |
think there's like two public neetings that are
currently set, rather than further negotiating wth
an industry privately outside of those community
nmeetings. So | just wanted to clarify and enphasi ze
that a CBA, bottomline, needs to be determn ned by
the conmunity and not by |like private negotiations
bet ween the MPCA and the industry.

And then finally, built into an CBA
shoul d be protection for existing residents agai nst
gentrification and the resulting displacenent that
can arise if and when a CBA results in
beautification or higher enploynent rates and
property val ues or enhanced nuni ci pal services, et
cetera.

So thanks for letting ne nake those few
points, and I will pass it off to Roxxanne now.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you, Ms. Garvey.
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Roxxanne O Bri en.

M5. OBRIEN. Thanks for giving the
community the opportunity to speak today. As a
bl ack woman - -

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Before we get into it,
can you state and spell your nanme for the court
reporter.

M5. O BRI EN:  Yes. My nane i s Roxxanne,
R-0-x-x-a-n-n-e, OBrien, OB-r-i-e-n.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you.

M5. OBRIEN:. So |I've been doing this
work for quite a long tine in nmy conmmunity. One of
t he organi zers who had to organi ze a canpai gn around
a pollution facility in ny nei ghborhood, known as
Nort hern Madi bles, sorry, I"'ma little nervous, and
so it's just been a long fight.

So | was actually the first comunity
menber to work with Fu Lee on this bill, so we've
cone a long way and here we are today. Thank God,
we're getting closer to inplenenting this bill. But
it has been weakened during the process w th MPCA,
and so we want to just reiterate our points and what
is really inportant for the MPCA, to help themto
create these rules and hopefully for you to hold

t hem accountable to that as wel .
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So ny part today, |I'll be tal ki ng about
meani ngful communi ty engagenent and offsets.
Meani ngf ul engagenent requires a tail ored engagenent
approach based on the inpacted geography and
popul ati ons. Environnmental justice conmunities nust
be given the tools and resources necessary to
understand the technical aspects of a project so
that they can effectively provide coment and
partici pate.

Critically nmeani ngful engagenment nust
i ncl ude an outcome, not just a process. Community
menbers nmust have the ability to affect a result
positively and to benefit inpacted conmmunities. So
sinply feeling heard is not enough. The MPCA shoul d
track and show how di sproportionately i nmpacted
peopl e, particularly people of color, |owincone
peopl e and people with limted English proficiency,
um show how they' re being i ncluded and communi cat ed
with throughout the permtting process.

The MPCA shoul d al so show how communi ty
i nvol venment i npacted the outcone. Sonetines our
governnent noves really fast without us and forgets
t he reasons why these bills were passed in the first
pl ace were from just regular people in our conmmunity

who have been dealing with this.
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So not hi ng shoul d be created about us
W thout us. And | was -- | found out about sone
targeting happening in our conmmunities that inpacted
even ny nother and people that | knew in ny
community over cutting down trees. And so to talk
about offsets a little bit, as a policy nechani sm
it's inherently unjust because the comunity
continues to bear the burden of toxic em ssions that
are specific to that place and those people.

So broader community benefit actions
should not be used in place of direct onsite
em ssi ons reductions.

The environnmental justice community has a
| ong history of signing offsets unacceptable as an
applied policy nechanismfor pollution reduction
because they are structured to benefit the polluter
and their need for flexibility and | ow cost. But
we've had this done in our communities in the past.
They're planting trees that aren't -- they' re baby
trees. They don't have the capacity to capture
carbon. And nobody is taking care of the trees, the
trees are dying in our neighborhood.

So we know this is sonething that
polluters like to use but it's not hel pful for us.

And | will yield ny tine. |[|'mdone.
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Thank you.
JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you,
Ms. O Brien.
Qur next commenter is Marita Bujold.
Marita Buj ol d?
Let's conme back to -- thank you,
Ms. OBrien, | see your nessage.

I'mgoing to take Ms. Corey G uenes and
we w Il back to Ms. Bujold and/or you, Ms. O Brien
to get those comments in.

Ms. Corey Gruenes, and | promised | would
m spronounce nanmes and |I'msure |'ve done that with
yours.

| see your nessage Ms. O Brien, we'l
circle back to you after the current comrent.

M5. GRUENES: H, |'m Ava. ' mj ust
sharing a comment froma vol unteer, Hannah, and |'1]1
share ny screen. Her nane is Ha-n-n-a-h and then
| ast name is Re-s-e-n-d-i-v-Ol-s-o0-nand | wll
share ny screen to make sure that she can nake her
comment. Are you seeing Hannah's face?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: | am | just want to
clarify that the video itself is not conming into the
record, but what we're going to do is have the court

reporter take down the comment just as if she were
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present and speaki ng.

M5. GRUENES:. Sounds good.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: |' m not hearing any
audi o.

M5. GRUENES: Sorry, | haven't shared on
this platform before.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: That's okay, we'll
just do our best. I'mnot as famliar with this
platformas |I'd like to be or I would offer you sone
suggestions, but | amso unfamliar with this
platformas well that | can't even do that.

MR. BOUCHAREB: Your Honor, if | my?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Yeah, go ahead.

MR. BOUCHAREB: When you share your
screen, there's a button that says "include computer
audi o" that you'll have to toggle.

MS. GRUENES: It says you're using your
conput er for audio.

MR. BOUCHAREB: So stop sharing, and when
you share again there should be a button that says
"include conputer audio."

MS. GRUENES: That button does not seem
to --

MR, BOUCHAREB: So - -

M5. GRUENES: |'Ill test it out. Was that
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wor ki ng?

JUDGE M DDENDORF:  Yes.

MS. GRUENES: Sorry about that.

(Vi deo pl ayed.)

M5. RESENDI V- CLSON: Hel | o. My nane is
Hannah Resendiv-d son and | |ive in an environnental

justice area in North M nneapolis.

l'"ma volunteer with Health Professionals
for a Healthy dimte, HPHC, and | also work in
| ocal public health.

| ' m deepl y passi onate about protecting
community health in ny nei ghborhood and others. The
cunul ative inpacts or Cl lawis of great interest to
me, as | have seen the deep harns done to
communi ties without their voices being heard. W
feel the harnful inpacts of polluting facilities,
| i ke the HERC, and conti nued poor air quality and
neglect in our area. There are so many factors that
I mpact our health here, the | ack of investnment, job
opportunities, public green spaces and nore all
contribute to the stressors and quality of life in
our area.

| am deeply concerned about the current
| ack of nethods to address substantial adverse

I npacts to public health and safety. HPHC s report
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on climate justice and public health in M nnesota
expl ains how institutional racismhas resulted in
peopl e of color being nore likely to live in

nei ghbor hoods with concentrated poverty and with
gaps i n education, enploynent, generational wealth,
housi ng and health care access.

There are al so sacrifice comunities,
because pollution is nore likely to be situated in
t hese areas, including hazardous waste |l andfills,
petrol chem cal plants, industrial facilities, waste
i nci nerators, fossil fuel infrastructure and nore.

This rings true for ne in ny experience
as a resident of an EJ community. Wen | think
about public health inpacts and inmportant actions to
prevent the nost harnful inpacts on EJ communities,
permt re-issuance is especially inpactful. HPHC
bel i eves that permt re-issuances need benchnarks
that are based on the pollution inpacts of the
facility and health and environnmental conditions in
the conmunity, in addition to consideration of
enf orcenent acti ons.

Consi dering enforcenment action alone is
not sufficient and the rules as witten are not
cl ear on how the benchmarks apply. Many EJ

communi ties, including nmy nei ghborhood, are already

Janet R. Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w N

N NN N NN P R R R R R R R R R
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo o~ O w N - O

Cumulative Impacts - 9-1-26 53

facing a CI burden from decades of exposure to
pollution fromexisting facilities.

We strongly recomrend creati ng an
addi ti onal set of benchmarks for permt re-issuances
based on em ssions and existing community stressors
and how the proposed facility will inpact these
stressors. This will ensure that these rul es can
begi n addressing the existing Cl burden.

Heal t h and environmental inpacts nust be
a priority through the rul enaki ng process to ensure
protection fromfurther irreparable harmto our
heal th and safety.

On behal f of nyself and HPHC | appreciate
the opportunity to submt further coments and
recommendati ons in support of the effective
i npl enent ati on of this groundbreaking law and its
anticipated contribution to equity and public
heal t h.

Thank you.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you, Hannah.

Do you have your own comrent that you'd
li ke to make?

M5. GRUENES: | think that HPHC wi Il make
comments during the post comment period in witing,

but thank you.
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JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so nuch.

Let's see if we can try to go back to
Marita Buj ol d.

MS. BUJOLD: Can you hear nme now?

JUDGE M DDENDORF:  Yes, | can.

M5. BUIOLD: My nane is Marita Bujold,
it's spelled Ma-r-i-t-a B-u-j-o-1-d.

| have participated in a nunber of
| eadership initiatives concerning environnent al
justice with the community nenbers for environnental
justice, as well as to nany organi zations that are
responding to the absence of a just food econony.
My own | argest contribution is that | wote
| egi sl ation called the Headwat ers Comunity Food and
Water Bill, which is intended to rectify that.

Sorry, I'"'mgetting a call here. | beg
your pardon.

So I'd like to conment on a nunber of
t hi ngs regardi ng cunul ati ve i npacts, beginning wth
this. So when defining community benefits it's
inportant to omt any consideration that a proposed
busi ness or industry will create enpl oynent
opportunities which will in sone way offset the
I npact of the industry's pollution on the | ocal

conmuni ty.
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It nmust be acknow edged as well that
there is no nechanismfor requiring a conpany to
hire | ocal residents.

Wien defining environnental justice areas
it is appropriate and necessary to use an error
margin to conservatively assune a greater nunber of
environnental justice areas and to keep in mnd that
since pollution noves and is not restricted by
census boundari es that should hel p us understand why
we need to nake those areas | arger.

Unl ess nodel i ng and nonitori ng systens
can show that the inpacts froma facility do not
contribute to negative health outcones for people of
color, lowincone people, or people with limted
Engl i sh proficiency, the MPCA should al ways assune a
greater nunber of environnental justice areas exist.

Not being directly counted in the census
shoul d not count agai nst communities when it cones
t o addressing di sproportionate inpacts.

And finally, the MPCA and the State of
M nnesota nust adequately fund and staff this work.
This will take significant effort to include
communities in this process conplete and review t he
analysis and i nplenent the final outconmes. W thout

proper funding and staffing | evels the benefits of
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this work will be delayed for the communities that
have al ready been waiting for governnent to be
responsive to their needs.

Nor mal i zi ng environnmental justice in our
state's planning is a practical necessity with
enduri ng i npacts.

Thank you very nmuch for taking our
concerns seriously.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you, Ms. Buj ol d.
And thank you for your patience too as we work
t hrough those technical issues.

M5. BUJOLD: And yours as well with ne.

JUDGE M DDENDCORF: So, Ms. Jones, | see
that you have indicated you' d |ike to speak again.

Wiy don't we take Ms. Jones' additional
comments and then we'll take a break after that
comrent .

M5. JONES: Thank you so nuch for

allowing ne to speak again, | really appreciate
that. | found the notes that I m ssed frommy prior
comment s.

So in addition to ny previous coments, |
wanted to note that | am having trouble seeing the
adequat e reason of providing an exenption to permt

re-i ssuances for two years after the rules go into
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effect.

This | aw was passed in 2023 and there
have been about three years in between, in which --
t hree years of rul emaking, which is what | believe
to be nore than enough tine for existing facilities
to prepare for the rule to be inplenented. |If an
exenption period is granted it should be as short as
possible, and it should definitely be shorter than
what's currently witten in.

In addition, the rules in this | aw don't
provi de protections for comunity nenbers from
existing facilities. W are so, soO appreciative
that it does have a focus on permt expansion and
t he i ssuance of new permts; however, | believe that
adj usting the benchmarks for permt expansions and
re-i ssuances shoul d be the sane.

The MPCA shoul d set a benchnmark that
considers total em ssions fromboth stationary
sources and proposed expansions, in addition to
exi sting environnental and health stressors in
communi ties. Wthout this change the word
cunul ative loses its nmeaning and the current
| anguage only requires new or increased eni ssions
W t hout consideration of the current ones. This

fails to address the burdens that this | aw was
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desi gned to confront.

So | just wanted to nake sure that that
was i ncluded as wel|.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you, Ms. Jones.

All right. So we're going to go on a
break in just a nonent here.

Just |l et everybody know you can conti nue
to sign up to speak if you' ve got comments you'd
li ke to make.

I f you have questions for the MPCA,
they're here to answer those questions if you do
have them So please don't be shy and note that
you'd like to be heard or have questions in the chat
or by pressing star 3.

For now we're going to go into recess.
W will cone back at 4:45, and so | will see you
back t hen.

(A brief recess was taken at this tine.)

JUDGE M DDENDORF: We are back on the
record and we will resune taking public coments.

Next on our list | have Monserrat Perez
Barri os.

MS. PEREZ BARRI OS: (Good afternoon, Your
Honor. Can you hear ne okay?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: | sure can.
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MS. PEREZ BARRI OS: Thank you.

My nane is Monserrat Perez Barrios. |It's
spelled first nane, Mo-n-s-e-r-r-a-t, first | ast
name Perez, P-e-r-e-z, and second | ast nane
B-a-r-r-i-o-s.

| work for COPAL, Communities Organizing
Lati no Power and Acti on.

| thank you for the opportunity to
provi de comment and | al so thank the M nnesota
Pol l uti on Control Agency for all the work they have
done t hroughout these past three years of
r ul emaki ng.

| speak today not only for nyself but on
behal f of nmany conmmunity voi ces who cannot be in
this roomwith us today. | want to speak plainly
about what | see in these rules. It explains why
the regul atory framework before you remai ns deeply
I nconpl et e.

Thr oughout this process we have raised
concerns that touched the core of howthis all wll
operate. Wile you' re using denographic data to
identify environnmental justice areas i s necessary
step, that designation alone is neaningless w thout
strong nandatory protections attached to it.

Furthernore, the threshold for recording
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community (inaudible) analysis is far too
restrictive. Under the proposed rules a facility
only undergoes an analysis or inspections if a
speci fic environnental benchmarks are exceeded or
enf orcenent actions occur. This nmeans comunities
are forced to observe harns before the regul atory
system deci des to step in.

We al so see a major flaw in how
substanti al adverse inpact is determ ned. Rather
t han establishing clear predictable criteria, the
draft rules rely heavily on comm ssi oner discretion
usi ng vague undefi ned standards if standards
thresholds fail when em ssions are violated in
I sol ati on.

A facility's true inpact nust be neasured
agai nst the total overl appi ng burdens a nei ghbor hood
already carries. Just inmagine, all of our
communi ties are already near by hi ghways, scrap
yards, incinerators, and they already have
(i naudi ble), like childhood asthma and so nany
ot hers.

On top of that, allowing a facility
seeking a permt to define and lead its own public
outreach creates an inherent conflict of interest

t hat breaks comunity trust. Most inportantly, the
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rules fail to establish clear criteria and vi able
pat hways for permt denial. They're relying instead
on nmechanisns |i ke community benefit agreenents to
manage i npacts, a process that cannot end in a
per manent deni al but instead default to negoti ated
mtigation gives comunities the appearance of power
W t hout the substance of it. A process that cannot
deny the permt is not protection at all for
communities. This is structural (inaudible) are
bound together by a central behavior. The |ack of
conprehensi ve share | egal vocabulary. O her
I nternational environnental franeworks define their
essential terns before asking anyone to |live under
t hem

Duri ng an MPCA panel on community benefit
agreenents | ast year, a comunity nenber, who wll
al so be sharing sone comments today, asked
repeatedly for clear subm ssions across the entire
| aw, i1 ncluding adverse or significant conmmunity
I mpacts, conmmunity benefits, permt classification,
envi ronnental stress factors, penalties for not
conpl i ance, nei ghborhood advi sory councils and CBA
rectification. Yet, the focus renmai ned al nost
exclusively on the finding conmunity benefit

agreenents itself, the single trend that served the
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applicant seeking a permt, rather than the
community bearing its consequences.

Wiile CBAs are a very inportant and
essenti al piece of these franework, focusing
narromy on themwhile | eaving the surroundi ng | egal
definitions (inaudible) creates an endl ess provision
| ook that ultimately favors the facility.

A law wi thout a shared | egal vocabul ary
does not protect everyone equally. It protects
whoever already has the resources to interpret that
sil ence, and our communities do not have those
resources. They never had it.

Your Honor, public participation is not a
nmere courtesy. It fulfills international standards
such as paragraph H of the primal (inaudible) goal
to the North Anmerican Agreement on Environnental
Cooperation of 1993, which conmmits signatory states
to include society in creating environnmental norns.
An obligation of this magnitude cannot be satisfied
by a constraint process that |eaves fundanent al
| egal terns undefi ned.

| ask this Court and | ask MPCA to ensure
that these rules clearly define every tine this all
depends on, because we depend on that. GCreating a

fully enforceable framework that prioritizes public
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health and the wel | being of our community is
essenti al .

Finally, | ask that you listen closely to
t he community nmenbers present in this roomtoday.
They are prepared to share testinoni es on behal f of
our nei ghborhood or famlies and our children about
what this law neans in their daily lives, their
heal th and their future.

Thank you, Your Honor, for your tinme and
consi derati on today.

MS. 1ZZO  Your Honor, you're nuted.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: | apol ogize, | have to
do that at | east once per proceeding. Thank you.

Qur next speaker is Elena Sut. M. Sut
has requested interpretation services. M. D az,
are you still present? M. D az? Can we unnmute M.
D az.

MR DI AZ: Sorry about that del ay.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: That's okay. Thanks,
M. Diaz. M. D az, do you want Ms. Sut to -- are
you thinking that you would interpret consecutively?

THE | NTERPRETER. Yes, if you can -- if
you want | can do that.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: | think that woul d be

easi est for our court reporter.
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Are you ready, M. D az?

THE | NTERPRETER: Yes, |'mready. Wuld
you like ne to expl ai n?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Let's just take this
bit by bit.

Ms. Sut, can you hear me? Ms. Sut, we
can't hear you.

All right, I"'mgoing to skip ahead to --
oh, sorry, there we go.

Ms. Sut, can you hear nme? | can't hear
you. | can't hear Ms. Sut. M. Diaz, are you able
to hear her?

THE | NTERPRETER: No, | can't hear yet.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: It | ooks |ike she's
mut ed.

MS. VWENGER:  Your Honor, Elena Sut is off
nute in the Web Ex, but naybe she doesn't have a
m cr ophone acti ve.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Ms. Sut, we can't hear
you.

Ms. Wenger, ny screen shows she's nuted.

MS. SUT REM  Thank you.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Ms. Sut, so please
pause in your coments to allowthe interpreter to

translate theminto English for our court reporter.
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(W TH TRANSLATI ON)

M5. SUT REM O course, | will do that.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you. \Wenever
you' re ready.

M5. SUT REM M nane is Elena G egoria
Sut Rem E-l-e-n-a Gr-e-g-o-r-i-a S-u-t, l|last nane
R-e-m

Well, as a nenber of the community, |
consider that it is very inportant to have access to
an environnment as healthy for our famlies, and I
consider that things like the nature, that they're
not easy to replace and we cannot buy nature.

| know that as a hunan we have the right
to be healthy, and every hunan bei ng has the right
to a healthy environnent, to have good health, and
we know t hat noney cannot pay for things that cause
pain. You cannot pay for the pain that a nother
suffers when she sees her child suffer, or maybe see
arelative that's suffering because of an ill ness.

When we tal k about the cunul ative i npact,
this cunmul ative inpact is what we tal k about as just
a small actions, or acts, that keep accumul ati ng and
they will provoke or cause -- at any tine a disaster
can be caused.

And as we know, nature doesn't have
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borders and what we do here in one place will i npact
other countries, other places. So what we do here
wll inpact in the whole humanity. W don't have
anot her world, we don't have anot her pl anet where
people live. W only have this one and that's why
we have to take care of it.

That's why | think it's very necessary
that in the cunmul ative inmpact act or |aw they take
i nto account the opinions of the community. Because
it is the Mnnesota comunity who wll be inpacted
by the industry or the actions that the industry
that is affecting the nature, of a teenager, sorry.

As a nother, or maybe |l ater as a
grandnother, 1'd |like to see ny children and ny
grandki ds running in parks, breathing fresh air and
bei ng able to see green rivers and | akes. Wen I
see everything it's -- | see inpacts that are being
caused worldwide in nature. W saw flaws, we see
fires, great fires, and that's what concerns ne,
because we're not prepared to handl e those epi sodes.

That's why all the actions done by the
i ndustry should be regulated, and it should be a
consci ous regul ation, taking into account the
community and the health of the conmmunity.

Thank you very nmuch for listening to ne.
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That's what | had to say this afternoon.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so nuch.

All right. Qur next comenter is Renato
Mor al es, and Renato Moral es has al so requested
Spani sh interpretation. Good afternoon, sir.

(W TH TRANSLATI ON)

MR. MORALES GALAN. (Good afternoon. My
name is Byron Renato Morales Galan, B-y-r-o-n
R-e-n-a-t-o Mo-r-a-l-e-s, and the other |ast nane
is Ga-l-a-n. | live at the 240 University Avenue
I n Anoka, M nnesot a.

Well, thank you very nuch for giving nme
the opportunity. | have been a very interested in
the environment and | have been participating as a
panel i st when they try to establish the rules in
this project that we're addressing this tine.

And | have been reading the project and I
know -- | consider that | have been able to read the
conplete project. | can tell you that |I'm concerned
about the pollution, because as sonetines the water
that's supposed to be drinkable has an odor. And I
have had problenms nyself in ny hands and the doctor
said that naybe it's related to the exposure to cold
or ot her things.

The country where | cone from has
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suffered floods and also fires, and the forest fires
there are being caused by the pollution, but also
the pollution is caused by the gl obal warm ng.

And there are statistics that show t hat
the violent crinme statistics -- or incidents of
violent crines increases when the tenperature rises,
when we have dense heat in the sumer, along wth
other factors. W' ve also seen that suicide
I nci dents has increased because the winters are
har sher .

That's why the cunul ati ve i nmpact project
shoul d be should be prepared in a conprehensi ve way,
in a very conplete way, in order to apply the rules
and those rules has to be clear. |If you could see
the rules that have been witten, there are no
definitions there yet. For exanple, there's no
definition of the cunul ative inpact or definition of
the stress factors. It doesn't have a definition
either of the ratifying the CBA ratification, we
don't know yet.

It al so says there that we're working on
protecting air and water, but nature includes al so
the wildlife, both plant life and animal life. It
does not have a definition for pollution, because we

could have different criteria to define pollution.
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And al so sone of those definitions wll
benefit industry, because it depends who wites
t hose definitions. Also, the rules witten out
haven't defined what would be the principles for the
envi ronnent -- or environnental principles. For
exanpl e, you have the precaution or caution
principle, or the preventative principle, and that
regul ates what woul d be the process for authorizing
done by the agency.

Wien t he agency aut horizes sonet hi ng they
shoul d be based on those principles, both the
precautionary and the preventive principle. For
exanpl e, we have a principle we called pro-nature
princi pl e, because that principle is sonething that
we shoul d use to base the decisions, the decisions
to protect nature and benefit of the nature.

| could say that what we need is about 12
definitions and rul es and regul ati ons, and the sane
nunmbers of principles to protect the environnent.

If we ever have a trial to correct things, it wll
be in the courts, the judges wll have a hard tine
deci di ng because there are weaknesses in the north.
It will be difficult for the attorneys to explain
what happened, to be able to understand, which were

t he causes of the pollution.
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If we don't have the principles in the
law it will be a blank law. It wll be necessary to
read textbooks or other references to be able to
apply the | aw.

Well, thank you very nuch for |istening
tonme and | really thank the opportunity to address
the group. | was able to listen to the
contributions and | think that it will be necessary
to participate, to contribute to the wellness of not
only this country but other places of the world.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so rmuch.

MR, MORALES GALAN:  You're wel cone.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: All right. Qur next
commenter is Sasha Lewi s-Norelle. | see your
comrent, M. Lewis Norelle, we'll give you a nonent.

Ms. Perez Barrios, | see your conmment as
wel | as Josephina's. Thank you very nmuch. | wll
| ook for that and we'll follow up. So thank you.

M. Lewis Norelle, can you give it a try?

All right. I'mstill not able to hear
M. Lewis Norelle. W'IIl cone back to you,

M. Lewis Norelle.

How about Audua Pugh.

M5. PUGH: |'mhere. Can you hear ne?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: | can hear you, yes.
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Thank you. Wenever you're ready.

M5. PUGH. Yep, |I'mready. M nane is
Audua Pugh, first nane Audua, A-u-d-u-a, |ast nane,
Pugh, P, as in Paul, u-g-h.

| have been living in North M nneapolis
for the past 20 years. Wien | noved to North
M nneapolis | did not have any breat hing i ssues.
Over the past 20 years | have gai ned a wheeze, where
at night, I'"'mgoing to tell you how bad it was. One
night I was dreaming that | was -- that | heard a
noi se, and | kept saying what is that noise, what is
that noise, and | was yelling so loud in ny dream

and | woke up, it was ne, because | was wheezing in

ny sleep, that's how bad it was. | gained that
wheeze because -- |I'mnot just going to say because
of the HERC, |'m going to say because we do live in

a cumul ati ve area concentration of pollutants. W
do.

But | al so believe that because 94 and
the HERC is there polluting our air, that's what
makes it bad for us in North M nneapolis. Now, 94
can't go anywhere, right, but the HERC can.

In 2024 | was, yeah, 2024, May of 2024, |
was di agnosed with HER2 positive invasive carcinong,

whi ch neans | had breast cancer. It is not in ny
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famly. It is not genetic in ny famly. But | do
believe that | got breast cancer because of the
popul ation in the area in which | |ive.

Agai n, we have a concentrati on of
pol lution. But the gap is already cl osed, yeah. 94
can't go anywhere, but the HERC can. W -- our air
quality in North M nneapolis every day is between
medi um and poor air quality, and this is every day
of our lives. And |I've been living here 20 years,
not to nmention the people that have been |iving here
all of their lives, and so | believe that this is
al so because of this concentration of pollution that
we have in our area. And it's naking us sick and
it's killing a ot of us and sonething has to be
done. And, again, since 94 can't go anywhere, the
HERC can.

The bi ggest thing about the HERC bei ng
pl aced here in, what was it, 30 years ago when it
was created, people didn't want it in their back
yard, so they put it over here intentionally.
Anywhere you read you know that this is the truth.
And so now that we know that this is maki ng us sick
and so we know better, so we should do better, then
t hat nmeans that we have to -- and we al so know t hat

our air has inpacted people's health, in the fact
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that they're dying, people are dying around us not
taking care of -- and our earth is dying actually

t oo, because we are not taking care of our gift,
which is this earth. W're not taking care of our
air, right, and these are the consequences behi nd
it. So because we know better we need to do better,
and because we need to do better renobving -- taking
t he HERC down and fi ndi ng anot her way to nanage our
waste has to be done. It has to be, or we're

going -- we are going to not exist anynore.

Wien | think about all these little
babi es that's being born in 2026, will they grow up
to be alnbst 60 years old like | anf? Because we are
not taking care of our gift, which is the earth, we
are not taking care of it properly. Wich is
i mpacting our health, our lives, the people, the
pl ant s.

So we have to do better because we know
better. And because we have all this technol ogy and
all these things now, there is a better way and all
we have to do is conme together to agree. And one of
t he things that we can do to nanage our own waste is
that we can actually nmake it mandatory that we
recycle, and organics recycle. Froma state and

| ocal | aw we can do that, and |'m goi ng to suggest
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t hat we do do that, because if we don't, inalittle
while we may not be here. That's just sonething to
t hi nk about .

| appreciate your tine. You have a good
day.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you. |
appreci ate your tine and you al so have a good day.

Ckay. Let's go back and gi ve Sasha
Lewi s-Norelle another try. It looks |like he is with
Evan?

MR. LEW S- NORELLE: Can you hear ne?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Yes, thank you.

MR. LEW S- NORELLE: So sorry about
before, | don't know what was happening with ny
| apt op audi o.

Wel |, thank you, Your Honor. My nane is
Sasha Lewi s-Norelle, that's S-a-s-h-a
L-e-wi-s-No-r-e-l1-1-e, and | am speaki ng today on
behal f the Frontline Conmunities Protection
Coalition, a group of environnental and community
organi zations fighting to address systemc
i njustices in our regulatory system

We have been involved in cunul ative
I npacts since 2019, including helping to pass this

bill into law in 2023. W' ve closely followed the
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rul emaki ng process and appreciate the work of
everyone involved in inplenmentation to this point.

"1l try to keep ny comments brief as
we' ve already submitted a lengthy witten comrent,
but I would like to reiterate our three nmain points.

This law is very inportant to our
communities who are fighting for protection from
pollution and for healthier comunities. W hope
t hat our feedback will be taken into consideration
and that these rules will be updated to better
protect communities from pollution, while providing
nore clarity to all parties involved.

First, on permt re-issuances, we believe
t hat enforcenent actions should not be the only
benchmark for requiring a cunmul ative inpacts
analysis for facilities seeking permt re-issuance.
O hers have nentioned this before, but this | aw was
passed in |large part because environnental justice
communities are already facing a significant
cunul ati ve i npacts burden.

In order to address this existing burden
we nust set benchmarks based on total em ssions from
a facility, as well as the existing environnental
and public health stressors in the comunity.

Second, on the contents of the cumul ati ve
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I mpacts anal ysis, we have significant concerns wth
| eaving the main determ nati on of substanti al
adverse inpacts as a discretionary decision by the
Comm ssioner. W believe that the anal ysis shoul d
provi de an objective determ nati on based on the
facility's contribution to existing environmental
stressors and whet her the community is already
facing an adverse cunul ative stressor. This w |
reduce uncertainty around a naj or decision point for
t hese rules for all parties invol ved.

And, finally, on comunity benefit
agreenents, we do not believe that this section of
the rule fulfills the requirenents of the |law. The
statute clearly states that unl ess the Conm ssioner
enters into a community benefit agreenment the
Comm ssi oner nust deny a pernmt that woul d have a
substanti al adverse i npact.

The current rule |l acks any criteria for
denying a comunity benefit agreement and only
outlines when an agreenent nust be accepted. It is
suggests that there are no circunstances under which
a community benefit agreenent, and thus a permt,
woul d be deni ed by the agency.

We believe that these three rules are --

or these three issues are central to inproving these
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rules. Wthout addressing themthese rules wll
fail to address existing burden of pollution and
wi || cause confusion and uncertainty around deci sion
maki ng.

Thank you again for your tine.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so nuch for
your comment .

M. Diaz, | believe our next -- M. Perez
Barri os or Anders Vargas or Josefina Geroninb in
need of interpretation? They do not. Thank you,
M. D az.

So our next speaker will be Anders
Var gas, pl ease.

MR. VARGAS: (Good afternoon, Your Honor.
Can you hear ne?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: | can, thank you.

MR VARGAS: Let ne start with the
comment, just give ne one second, please.

My nane is Anders Vargas, that is
A-n-d-e-r-s, Vargas, V-a-r-g-a-s.

| am an environnental engi neer, and back
in 2024 | worked as a soccer coach at (i naudi bl e)
Park, primarily with children and famlies fromthe
surroundi ng community. During the sumrer |

regularly give children water breaks, especially
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during high tenperatures. Around that tine | was
abl e to understand and acknow edge the environment al
concerns surroundi ng the Felix community.

Al so, in 2024, after an EPA inspection, a
settl enent was reached that ultimately resulted in
the end of the facility's foundry operations. After
an i nspection, where they were exceeding particul ate
matter em ssions |limt and (inaudible) to the
operation of pollution control equipnent and require
record keepi ng.

Learni ng that made ne pay nuch cl oser
attention to the environnental conditions
surrounding the children I was responsi ble for.

| renmenber noticing visible particul ates

in water froma drinking fountain used by the

children at the park. | also noticed sonething
simlar in tap water at Holy Rosary Church. | want
to be very clear about this, |I did not collect

sanpl es and | cannot say what that naterial was,
whet her it represented a health risk or where it
cane from | amnot claimng that it cane from Esne
Foundry.

However, as an environnental engineer
with a background in waste water treatnent and water

quality, seeing this concerned ne. That is why |
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encourage to send in their own drinking water.

There were ot her environnmental pressure
as well. Traffic and hi ghways noi se soneti nes nmade
it difficult for me to conmunicate with the chil dren
during soccer practice.

| also nonitor air quality and em ssions.
And when conditions were poor there were tines when
I noved activities indoors to reduce their exposure.
I did not like to take that experience away from
them Those chil dren experienced the hi ghway
traffic, air pollution, industry em ssions, noise,
wat er concerns, extreme summer heat, and every ot her
environnental stressors in that nei ghborhood at the
sanme tine.

That is what | believe our environnental
regul ati ons need to recognize. A child playing
soccer does not experience pollution (inaudible) at
the tine. They experience industrial em ssions,
traffic pollutions, noise, heat and other
envi ronnental stressors together, as | nentioned.

| ask in this case that -- and also the
MPCA to create a strong enforceable cunul ative
i npacts rules that concerns the total environnental
burden a conmmunity is already carrying.

Envi ronnent al protecti on should not begin
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only after we can prove that harm has al ready
occurred. W should prevent the harm from happeni ng
in the first place.

Thank you, Your Honor.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you so much,

M. Vargas.

All right. Josefina Geronino.

M5. GERONI MO  Yes, good afternoon. Are
you able to hear ne?

JUDGE M DDENDORF: | am thank you.

MS. GERONI MO Ckay, thank you. Again,

t hank you for the opportunity to speak about

M nnesota's cunul ative inpacts law. M nane is
Josefina Geronino. Josefina, J-o-s-e-f-i-n-a,
Ceroni no, Ge-r-o-n-i-mo.

| live right on the border between North
M nneapol i s and Northeast M nneapolis. | also live
in an environnental justice area.

' m here today because this law directly
affects the daily reality of ny nei ghborhood and the
communities | work wth.

Before noving to M nnesota in May of 2023
| experienced a three week evacuation due to a mgjor
firein California in 2021. That experience showed

me the direct inpact of institutional ineptitude.
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How gaps in planni ng, communi cati on and
accountability can lead to real harmand |long term
di sruptions for famlies.

Wien agencies fail to act responsibly or
proactively comunities pay the price. That
evacuati on shaped how | understand environnent al
ri sk and why strong protections natter.

When | arrived in Mnnesota | saw nmany of
t hose sane patterns reflected here, especially in
front |ine nei ghborhood.

Since noving here | have been actively
I nvol ved in community spaces with COPAL, that's
COP-AL, the Met Council Ceed, that's GE-E-D, and
the MPCA to understand the cunul ative inpacts | aw,
share feedback and connect it to what | have |ived
t hrough in both states.

Living in an environnental justice area
has nmade cunul ati ve i npacts extrenely tangible.
There are days when we cannot open our w ndows
because the snell in the air is overwhel m ng.

Chil dren in our nei ghborhood are not always able to
pl ay outside. People cannot reliably walk, jog or
exerci se outdoors. Even sinple things |like star
gazing, enjoying fresh air or taking a peaceful

evening wal k are affected by pollution and
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I ndustrial activity around us. These daily
limtations change how we experi ence hone and
comuni ty.

In ny work | have al so seen how outreach
wi t hout cultural humlity or neani ngful partnership
can unintentionally perpetuate inequities. Wen
agencies rely on inaccessible communi cati on, one
time consultations or approaches that do not refl ect
community realities, residents feel extracted from
rat her than i ncl uded.

| have | earned how critical it is to neet
peopl e where they are, conmmuni cate excessively and
build trust through sustai ned engagenent, not
performati ve or short termefforts.

This | aw presents a real opportunity to
nove towards responsi ble comunity centered
environnental policy. It requires the State to | ook
at the full picture, not just one pollution source
at a tine, and al so the conbi ned burden fromthe
past that nade nei ghborhoods |i ke mne carry day
after day.

Strong rules protect comunities that
al ready di sproportionate harm especially |ow incone
communities and conmmunities of color. They prevent

agencies fromrepeating the sane patterns of negl ect
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or ineptitude that | eaves famlies vul nerabl e and
exposed.

| strongly urge the MPCA to adopt firm
community led rules with no | oophol es or excepti ons.
We need protections to put public health ahead of
I ndustrial expansion and acknow edge the realities
of residents in EJ areas. Wen agencies uplift
conmmunity voices, prioritize culturally responsive
outreach and commt to long termpartnership we nove
toward environnental decision making that is just,
effective and truly account abl e.

Thank you again for your tine and
comm tnent to this work.

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Thank you,

Ms. Geroni no.

Ckay. That is the end of the coment
list that | can see. |Is there anyone who el se who
would like to speak? |If you do, if you're on the
phone, you can press star 3 or indicate in the chat.

Ckay, |I'm not seeing any additional
comment requests. However, in |ooking at the Notice
of Hearing we did state that coments woul d remain
open until at least six p.m and so why don't we go
off the record. W'IIl cone back at five mnutes to

six or 5:55 and we'll take stock again.
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| f anyone who is still on our neeting
want to say comment or has additional coments
they'd like to offer please indicate in the chat.
We do have sone tine. Thanks, everybody. [|'Ill see
you back at 5:55.

(A brief recess was taken at this tine.)

JUDGE M DDENDORF: Wl cone back,
everyone. This is ny final call for coments. |If
you would |li ke to make a comment pl ease indicate
such in the chat or press star 3 if you are
partici pating by tel ephone.

All right. Wy dont' we go to the next

sl i de.

Ckay. So just a few final remarks and |
wll say farewell to everyone.

First and nost inportantly, comment
deadline remnder. | did see in the chat sone fol ks

are, and a few commenters nention that they woul d
file witten comments. So renm nd everybody t hat
deadl ine i s Septenber 21st, 2026, at 4:30 p.m, and
usi ng eComrents is going to be really the easiest
way | think for you to comment in witing. So |

hi ghly encourage that. It is docket nunber
21-9003-39398. If you are comenting in witing

outside of eComments, it's really, really inportant
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t hat you put that docket nunber on your witten
subm ssion so that it gets connected up with the
right file. That, again, is docket nunber
21- 9003- 39398.

And any rebuttal comments, that's
comrent s about comrents or responses to coments
t hat have al ready been nade, as opposed to new
comments, those are going to be due no | ater than
4:30 p.m on Septenber 28th, 2026. That's Septenber
28, 2026, by 4:30 p.m, and you need to do that, you
need to neet those deadlines to have your comments
considered as part of the record.

| review every subm ssion fromthe
public. | reviewall of the materials that the MPCA
submits and | take a look at the lawin formng a
det erm nati on about whether the MPCA has foll owed
the law and the rul es are needed and reasonabl e.

My decision will cone out approximately
30 days from Septenber 28th, so near the end of
Cct ober .

| want to say thank you to everyone who
j oi ned our hearing today, whether that is to | earn
nore about the rules or to show support for it or to
tal k about how it could be inproved.

One of the things that really struck ne
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as | listened to all of the comments this afternoon
was how | ong sonme of you have been invested in this
process, both fromthe statute -- advocating for the
passage of the statute to participating in the
rul emaki ng process. And your presence here tells
me, and that this hearing was as well attended as it
has been, tells ne this is really inportant to a | ot
of people and a |lot of communities, and that is
sonething that | will certainly give serious
consideration to. And it does help, it helps ne to
understand how this rule m ght work or where it
could be problematic, when | hear fromfol ks |ike
everybody who has attended today who can share their
t houghts on the rule and help ne to better
understand it. So thank you so nuch.

| understand your time is val uable and we
are at the wani ng days of sumer. So with that |
wll just say thank you and we can go ahead and
adj our n.

Have a wonderful evening and thank you
again for your tine.

(Proceedi ngs adjourned at 6:01 p.m)
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STATE OF M NNESOTA )
COUNTY OF HENNEPI N )

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
I, Jonna Schrupp, do hereby certify
that the above and foregoing transcript,
consisting of the preceding 86 pages is a
correct transcript of ny stenographic notes of
t he proceedings to the best of ny ability.
Dat ed Septenber 11, 2026

/sl Jonna Schrupp
JONNA SCHRUPP
St enogr aphi ¢ Court Reporter
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