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[bookmark: _Toc181176242]Sample press release template
Sample fill-in-the-blank news release template for your use to help communicate the changes taking effect and your organization’s reaction to the new law.
Month, day, year
Contact: insert name, insert phone number

[bookmark: _Hlk106710581]Minnesota’s PFAS prevention law aims to greatly reduce “forever chemical” exposure in consumer goods
A pollution prevention law known as Amara’s Law will go into effect January 2025.

Starting Jan. 1, 2025, 11 categories of common consumer products sold in Minnesota must be made without Per-and polyfluoroalkyls (PFAS), also known as “forever chemicals.” 

[“Quote from someone in your organization discussing the negative impacts of PFAS and the importance of doing something about it.”]

Reducing PFAS in Minnesota  
The 11 product categories affected by the 2025 prohibition are: carpets and rugs, cleaning products, cookware, cosmetics, dental floss, fabric treatments, products for children under 12 (except electronics), menstruation products, textile furnishings, ski wax, upholstered furniture. 
 
Minnesotans may notice changes in their shopping experience, though products made without PFAS are already available to consumers. Manufacturers that currently use PFAS in their products will work to update their practices and make PFAS-free products available to customers.  
 
Protecting the environment and saving taxpayers from clean-up costs 
Minnesota cannot clean its way out of the PFAS problem. Clean-up is extremely costly to taxpayers. One pound of PFAS chemicals can be purchased for as little $50 but would cost between $2.7 million and $18 million per pound to remove and destroy from wastewater. 
 
By reducing the use of PFAS in products, we create a cleaner, healthier environment for all Minnesotans.  
 
Defining PFAS 
PFAS are a family of human-made chemicals used in a broad range of products since the 1950s. These chemicals are often used to make items waterproof, stainproof, non-stick, heat-resistant, and more. However, there is risk of exposure and pollution when a product containing PFAS is made and used, even decades after it is disposed of.  gp4-03b

 
PFAS are extremely stable and do not breakdown in the environment, making clean up costly. Because of this, PFAS have been found in the water, air, and soil in Minnesota due to consumer products. PFAS are also known to accumulate in humans and animals. Long term exposure to PFAS is associated with impaired immune systems, certain cancers, liver problems and lower birth weight. 

[“Quote from someone in your organization discussing any of the information above and the importance of the changes to come”]
 
For more information on PFAS pollution prevention in Minnesota visit: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/pfas-in-minnesota
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