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VIDEO 12:
SSTS RESOURCES FOR LOCAL 
PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS
-- MPCA SSTS ADMINISTRATIVE 
TRAINING

Nick Haig
and 
Barb McCarthy 

2013

Introduction
Basic Administrative Information; Talk 12 of 13

Presenters: Nick Haig and Barb McCarthy

General Topic – Resources for Local SSTS Program 
Administrators  

Learning Outcomes
Obtain a general understanding of sources of information 

on the web at the state and national pertaining to septic 
systems.  
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Introduction
There are many resources available to assist local program 
administrators with their SSTS Program management 
responsibilities:

• MPCA Staff, SSTS Program Website, and SSTS Search Tool
• University of Minnesota’s Onsite Sewage Treatment Program
• Minnesota Onsite Wastewater Association
• US Environmental Protection Agency
• National Environmental Services Center
• Additional organizations and associations
• Other local SSTS Programs

RESOURCES FOR 
SSTS ADMINISTRATORS

MPCA SSTS Staff
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SSTS Program Management

Lisa Thorvig – Municipal Division Director 

• Jim Ziegler – SSTS Section Manager

• Gene Soderbeck – SSTS Policy and Rules Supervisor

• Ron Swenson – SSTS Enforcement (Field Staff) Supervisor

• Charlie Thompson- Certification and Training Supervisor

Field Staff

Ron Swenson- Supervisor

• Pat Shelito - Brainerd

• Matt Moon - Marshall

• Carol Decker – Detroit Lakes

• Steve Oscarson – Rochester

• Vacant - Metro
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Policy and Rule
Gene Soderbeck – Supervisor

• Corey Hower – Rochester (Tank Registration)

• Barb McCarthy - Duluth

• Gretchen Sabel – St. Paul

• Mark Wespetal – St. Paul

Certification and training
Charlie Thompson – Supervisor

• Nick Haig – St. Paul

• Mary Osborn – St. Paul

• Jane Seaver – St. Paul

• Brenda Tischler – St. Paul
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Who to call

SSTS Search
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MPCA SSTS Website 

www.pca.state.mn.us/ssts 

MPCA SSTS Website 
• Rules, Statutes, and Ordinances

• Business Licensing & Certification
• ssts-info.pca@state.mn.us
• SSTS Search  

• Technical Information & Guidance

• Septage Management

• Registered Products

• Local Units Government

• Homeowner information
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MPCA SSTS Website 
• Small community & cluster systems 

• General and Legislative Reports

• Research & Enforcement

• Financial Assistance

• Administrative LGU Sessions 

• GovDelivery
• SSTS newsletter – sign up

RESOURCES FOR 
SSTS ADMINISTRATORS

The University of Minnesota’s 
Onsite Sewage Treatment Program (OSTP)
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OSTP Expertise 
Required Training

Continuing Education

Research

Outreach

Technical Assistance

http://septic.umn.edu 
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SSTS Manual

SSTS Design Forms 
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RESOURCES FOR 
SSTS ADMINISTRATORS

Other Resources

http://mowa-mn.com/ 
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http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/septic 

http://www.nesc.wvu.edu/
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SUMMARY

Summary
• The MPCA’s website has a wealth of SSTS-related information 

available to administrators of local SSTS programs.

• The SSTS Search tool is simple to use to determine if a SSTS 
business is properly licensed.

• The U of M OSTP’s website is an important source of SSTS 
information and that’s where SSTS workshop information is posted.

• There are local, state and national organizations that have SSTS 
information and opportunities to network with other practitioners in 
the industry.


