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VIDEO 8:
SSTS DESIGNS, PERMITS
- MPCA SSTS ADMINISTRATIVE TRAINING
Barb McCarthy and
Mark Wespetal

2013

Introduction
Basic Administrative Information; Talk 8 of 13

Presenters: Barb McCarthy and Mark Wespetal

General Topic – SSTS Designs, Permits and Variances
 Review Designs
 Issue Permits and Variances  

Learning Outcomes
 Understand the role of SSTS inspectors in reviewing SSTS 

design information to determine if technical requirements are 
met.
 Have a general understanding of SSTS construction permits, 

operating permits, and variances.  
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DESIGN REVIEW

Review SSTS Designs
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Review Designs
Role of SSTS Inspector

• Review applications, issue or deny permits, and inspect SSTS 

Review technical applications 
• Site Evaluation Report
• Design Report
• Registered Products  
• Management Plan
• Draft Operating Permit

 Inspector Levels
• Basic, Intermediate, Advanced 

Review Designs
 Review permit application within time specified in local ordinance 

(deny /approve)

 Calls, emails and letters part of process

 Work with owners, designers, installers

 If complete, issue Construction Permit 

 Draft and issue Operating Permit for: 
• Holding tanks (Recommended)
• Type IV – Advance treatment
• Type V – Performance system
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PERMIT ISSUANCE

Issue SSTS Construction Permits 
and Operating Permits

Issue Permits
Construction Permit

• Typically valid 1 to 2 years (per local ordinance)
• Extension of permit may be granted (per local ordinance)

Operating Permits
• Templates on web
• Inspectors –Intermediate /Advanced
• Permit length  

• 1 to 5 years typical term
• Non-transferrable

• New owner applies to obtain one 



8/8/2013

5

VARIANCES FOR SSTS

State and local variances

Variances

 Variances  
• There are local and state variance procedures

• Locally Issued Variances
• Procedures per local ordinance
• Board of Adjustment (i.e. lot size limitations)
• Local administrative variances 

• i.e. variance to the owner’s garage 

• State Issued Variances
• Minnesota Dept. Health – well setbacks 
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SUMMARY

Summary
 SSTS Inspectors review and approve (or deny) design 

information for new construction and replacement systems.

 An SSTS Inspector must have advanced credentials as an 
Intermediate Inspector or Advanced Inspector to inspect 
larger and more complex systems,

 SSTS Inspectors issue construction permits and, as 
required,  operating permits.

 There are local and state variance procedures related to 
SSTS. 


