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Vehicle Dismantling Procedures

This fact sheet discusses
proper motor vehicle
dismantling procedures
for repair and salvage
industries.

Background

Fluid spills are most likely to occur while dismantling, draining or storing vehicles,
parts and cores.  Proper dismantling, draining and storage procedures help prevent
pollution, such as fluids seeping into ground water, waste contact with storm-
water run-off or air conditioning refrigerant escaping into the air.

Prevention

Perform dismantling and draining operations in an area where spills can
easily be contained, such as inside a building or on a curbed, impermeable
concrete surface with proper spill controls, including drip pans and
absorbents, if needed.

Keep drip pans under vehicles while unclipping hoses, unscrewing filters
and removing parts.  Replace drain plugs when done draining.

General Practices

Inspect engines before draining to determine the condition and usability of
the engine or parts.  If possible, drain vehicles immediately after
inspection.  If certain parts are destined for resale and need the fluid, store
the vehicle in such a way that any leaks are captured and not allowed to
drain to the ground or into floor, storm or sanitary sewer drains.  All
vehicles, parts and cores must be drained before storing and/or disposal.

These parts should be drained:

 • engines
 • transmissions
 • master cylinders
 • lines/ hoses
 • torque converters
 • window-washing fluid tanks
 • air conditioning units
 • radiators
 • heater cores
 • differentials
 • fuel tanks
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Plug all hoses after draining.  (Purchased plugs, small balls, bolts and golf tees work
well to plug rubber hoses.)  Crimp metal lines.

Pour collected fluids into properly labeled containers immediately after draining.  Use or
reuse all clean fluids such as gasoline and antifreeze.  For more information about
storing wastes, refer to hazardous waste fact sheet #1.04, Label and Store Hazardous
Waste Correctly.

Store all parts, scrap and cores in a leak-proof container or on a covered and curbed,
impermeable concrete surface with spill controls.  Parts and cores should be stored in
closed bins or in a covered area to keep rainwater and snow from collecting and prevent
polluted run-off from contaminating surrounding soil or surface water.

More Information

Your metropolitan county and the MPCA have staff available to answer your questions
about waste management in Minnesota.  For more specific information or to request a
fact sheet, contact your metropolitan county hazardous waste office or the MPCA office
closest to you.

Metro County Hazardous Waste Offices MPCA District or Regional Offices

    Anoka County.................(612) 421-7092
    Carver County................(612) 361-1800
    Dakota County................(612) 891-7011
    Hennepin County............(612) 348-8100
    Ramsey County...............(651) 773-4466
    Scott County...................(612) 496-8177
    Washington County.........(651) 430-6655

   Toll free...........................(800) 657-3864
   Brainerd...........................(218) 828-2492
   Detroit Lakes....................(218) 847-1519
   Duluth..............................(218) 723-4660
   Marshall...........................(507) 537-7146
   Rochester.........................(507) 285-7343
   St. Paul ............................(651) 297-8363

Automotive Recyclers of MN ......................(612) 290-2832

MN Technical Assistance Program ...........(612) 627-4555


