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The purpose of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Hazardous Waste Program is to prevent
harm to human health and the environment through proper management of hazardous waste.
The purpose of this manual is to provide information to hazardous waste generators that explains
proper waste management and encourages compliance with hazardous waste rules.
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In response to widespread public concern over the results of improper
handling and disposal of chemical wastes, the U.S. Congress enacted the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) in 1976.  RCRA
(pronounced wreck-ra) is the primary legislation authorizing the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to develop and oversee a
nationwide program to regulate hazardous waste management.  Under
RCRA, EPA wrote regulations which became effective in November, 1980.
These regulations provide:

• a definition of hazardous waste, including lists of hazardous
chemical wastes;

• handling requirements for generators and transporters of
hazardous waste;

• a manifest system to track hazardous waste from the site of
generation (“cradle”) to final disposal (“grave”);

• permit requirements for facilities that treat, store or dispose of
hazardous waste; and

• requirements for state hazardous waste programs.

The EPA delegated authority to many states to operate their own
hazardous waste regulatory programs. Minnesota received this
authorization on February 11, 1985.  The hazardous waste program is
operated by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) under
Minnesota Rules Chapters 7001, 7045 and 7046.  Copies of the Minnesota
Hazardous Waste Rules are available for a fee from the Minnesota
Department of Administration Documents Section.  The rules can also be
accessed through the MPCA Web site.

Although the MPCA is responsible for administering Minnesota’s overall
hazardous waste program, state statute requires the seven twin-city
metropolitan counties — Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott
and Washington — to adopt ordinances that embody and are consistent
with the Minnesota Hazardous Waste Rules.  As these hazardous waste
rules are amended, ordinances must also be amended.  Metropolitan-
county generators are required to be in compliance with the Minnesota
Hazardous Waste Rules, as well as any applicable county ordinances.

To help you comply with the rules, the MPCA has developed a systematic
approach to hazardous waste management called the “Ten Steps to
Compliance.”  The steps are explained in this manual.

Introduction
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Step 1A
Evaluate Waste

What is a “waste”?What is a “waste”?What is a “waste”?What is a “waste”?What is a “waste”?

A waste is a material that you no longer need, use or want; it is something
that is not usable or is intended to be discarded, such as spent solvent.
A waste is not something that you can and will use, such as leftover paint
from a project that will be used on another project.
When you, the “generator” of the waste, determine a material is no longer
usable, it is a waste and must be managed accordingly.  It becomes
“waste” when generated, not when shipped.
Minnesota Hazardous Waste Rules require that “anyone who produces or
manages a waste must evaluate that waste” — that is, carefully examine a
waste’s characteristics in order to determine whether or not it is
hazardous. A waste can be nonhazardous, thereby exempt from the
hazardous waste rules, or it can be hazardous for one of three reasons:

1. it is “listed” — appears on one of four lists in the Minnesota
Hazardous Waste Rules;

2. it is “characteristic” — displays one or
more of six hazardous characteristics; or

3. it contains more than 50 parts per
million (ppm) polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs).

Before You EvaluateBefore You EvaluateBefore You EvaluateBefore You EvaluateBefore You Evaluate

Make a list of all waste.  What does your business
actually discard?  Include all areas of your business
in your list.  Talk to purchasing, production and
maintenance personnel; tour production and
nonproduction areas; and inspect storage areas and
dumpsters.  Don’t forget to include sewered and
recycled waste.  You may also wish to check
incoming materials, and talk to your vendor to
make sure all potential wastes have been identified.

EvaluateEvaluateEvaluateEvaluateEvaluate

First, check to see whether any wastes are
exempt from the Minnesota Hazardous Waste
Rules.  Refer to Table 1 for a list of common exempt
wastes.  Remember, an exempt waste may still be
regulated as an industrial solid waste, wastewater,
waste resulting from a spill, or air emission.

(Minn. R. 7045.0214)

Table 1: Common Exempt Wastes
(Minn R. pts. 7045.0120 and 7045.0127)

• Normal household refuse
• Nonhousehold refuse (unusable paper

cardboard, untreated wood, and plastic)
• Samples sent to a testing laboratory
• Scrap metal destined for recycling
• Demolition debris
• Waste that meets the definition of

hazardous waste that is generated in
storage tanks, transport vehicles or
pipelines, until it leaves these units

• Waste discharged to surface waters
under a National Pollution Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit

• Air emissions permitted by the MPCA
• Mining overburden and certain wastes

from processing ores
• Fly ash and related waste from burning

of fossil fuels
• Waste from emergency spill cleanups

approved by the MPCA commissioner
• Certain wastes containing chromium III
• Empty containers*

*See Appendix C.
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Evaluate Waste

Step 1A
Next, gather information about each non-exempt waste.

• For wastes that are not exempt, check the raw materials that are
used.  A Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) may be useful.
(Remember, an MSDS gives information about the material
before use, not the waste.)  In addition to using an MSDS, a
knowledgeable product supplier or manufacturer may also be
helpful.  Some manufacturers may be willing to state that their
products are nonhazardous. This is especially helpful in the
cases of paints and inks, where small amounts (one percent or
less) of added metals that are not be included on the MSDS may
cause the waste to be hazardous for metals. (See Appendix A
for a sample MSDS.)

• Identify what happens in the waste-producing process.
Determine which contaminants, if any, could be picked up in
the process.

Finally, review the information and classify the waste as nonhazardous
or hazardous by answering the following three questions.  (A waste is
hazardous if it is listed, contains more than 50 ppm PCBs, or displays a
hazardous characteristic.)

1. Is the waste listed in the Hazardous Waste Rules?  A “listed”
waste is one that appears on one of four lists — F, K, P or U.
Refer to Table 2 for common wastes on the F list.  (For complete
lists, see Minnesota Rules (Minn. R.) pt. 7045.0135 or Hazardous
Waste fact sheets #2.00 (F List), #2.01 (K List), #2.02 (P List),
#2.03 (U List).)  Use the MSDS to identify the chemical
components in the product.  You then need to:

• Compare the chemical names on the MSDS with those on
the F list.  Waste solvents appearing on the F list (F001 -
F005) are the most common listed wastes (see Table 2).
Examples of F-listed waste include many paint and lacquer
thinners, some brake and carburetor cleaners, vapor
degreasing and dry cleaning solvents, as well as distillation
bottoms.

Also included on the F list (F006 - F019) are wastes such as
electroplating baths, sludges and related wastes and
wastewater treatment sludges.

• Check the K list if the waste is the result of a specific
industry process — such as wood preserving, manufacture
of pesticides, explosives, inks, organic or inorganic chemicals
and inorganic pigments, petroleum refining, and the iron
and steel industries.

• Look on the P and U lists if you are disposing of unused or
unusable chemical products or spill residues. To be P- or U-
listed, the P or U chemical must either comprise 100 percent
of the waste or be the sole active ingredient.
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Step 1A
Evaluate Waste

P-listed waste is also known
as “acutely hazardous” waste
because it can be fatal to
humans in low doses.  The
data are based on the lethal
dose for 50 percent of a
specified rat population
(LD50 rat). The LD50 for P-
listed wastes is less than
50 mg/kg.  Examples of
acutely hazardous waste
include compounds
containing arsenic, strychnine
and cyanides.  Acutely
hazardous waste has
additional managment
requirements for satellite
accumulation and the
containers that once held it
(see Appendix C). Contact
the MPCA or your metro
county hazardous waste staff
for help identifying and
managing these types of
wastes.

U-listed waste (“toxic”
hazardous waste), although
harmful, is not as toxic as P-
listed waste. Unlike P-listed
waste, it has no additional
requirements — it is managed
according to the regular
hazardous waste rules.
Any waste that is mixed
with or derived from a listed
waste is also considered
listed — and hazardous.
One example of “mixed
with” is mixing a listed brake
cleaner with parts washer
solvent or used oil.  An
example of “derived from”:
distillation bottoms [derived]
from distilling listed solvents.

Table 2: F-Listed Solvents

Waste Name 
Hazardous 
Waste 
Code(s) 

Acetone F003 
Benzene F005 
iso-Butanol F005 
n-Butyl alcohol F003 
Carbon disulfide F005 
Carbon tetrachloride F001 
Chlorobenzene F002 
Chlorinated 

fluorocarbons (CFCs) F001 

Cresols F004 
Cresylic acid F004 
Cyclohexanone F003 
2-Ethoxyethanol F005 
Ethyl acetate F003 
Ethyl benzene F003 
Ethyl ether F003 
Methanol F003 
Methylene chloride F001, F002 
Methyl ethyl ketone 

(MEK) F005 

Methyl isobutyl ketone F003 
Nitrobenzene F004 
2-Nitropropane F005 
Orthodichlorobenzene  F002 
Pyridine F005 
Tetrachloroethylene F001, F002 
Toluene F005 
1,1,1-Trichloroethane F001, F002 
1,1,2-Trichloroethane F002 
1,1,2-Trichloro-1,2,2-

trifluoroethane F002 

Trichloroethylene F001, F002 
Trichlorofluoromethane F002 
Xylene F003 
Also listed: 
• Solvent blends (mixtures) containing more 

than 10 percent by volume of one or more of 
these F-listed solvents and 

• Distillation bottoms from the recovery of these 
spent solvents and solvent mixtures. 
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Evaluate Waste

Step 1A
2. Does the waste contain more than 50 ppm polychlorinated

biphenyls (PCBs)?  Examples of PCB waste include many old
fluorescent lamp ballasts, capacitors in older appliances, and oil
from older utility transformers.  Sometimes an MSDS for products
containing PCBs may no longer be available, so you will need to test
wastes that often contain PCBs or manage them as hazardous PCB
waste.

3. Does the waste display a hazardous characteristic?  Having one
or more of the following six characteristics makes a waste
hazardous:

• Ignitable (D001): A liquid with a flash point below 140° F or a
nonliquid able to spontaneously combust and burn persistently.
Examples of ignitable waste include mineral spirits, most
petroleum-based parts washer solvents, solvent blends, and
alcohols.  The MSDS will give the flash point of the product.
This will likely be close to the flash point of the waste unless the
waste is contaminated with materials that have a very low flash
point, such as gasoline.

• Oxidizer (D001): A substance that supplies oxygen to a reaction
in the absence of air.  Examples include organic peroxides,
chlorates and most nitrates.  An MSDS will usually tell you
whether the product is an oxidizer.  Most oxidizers are used in a
process because they provide oxygen, so the resulting waste may
not be an oxidizer.

• Corrosive (D002): A liquid with a pH of 2.0 or less, 12.5 or
more, or able to corrode steel at a rate greater than 1/4 inch per
year.  Examples include strong acids and bases, such as battery
acid and radiator boil-out tanks.  An MSDS will often give the
pH of the product.  Diluting the product prior to use and actual
use of the product may change the pH enough so it does not
cause the waste to be hazardous.  Some corrosive wastes may be
able to  be neutralized and discharged to a sanitary sewer.
Check with your wastewater treatment plant operator for
details.

• Reactive (D003):  A waste that is unstable, reacts violently, or
forms potentially explosive mixtures when mixed with water, or
can produce toxic gases.  Examples include explosives and some
cyanide-bearing wastes.  The Reactivity Hazard Data Section of
the MSDS may show the product is hazardous.  The chemical
may react completely during the process in which it is used,
resulting in a nonreactive, and therefore nonhazardous, waste.
Or, the product may only partially react, in which case the
waste could still be reactive, such as lithium batteries.

• Lethal (MN01):  A waste that can cause severe health effects
when ingested, inhaled or absorbed through the skin.  Examples
include some pesticide wastes and wastes containing arsenic.
The Health Hazard Data section of your MSDS may provide
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Step 1A
Evaluate Waste

*Wastes whose laboratory analyses show any individual cresol above the 200.0
mg/L threshold are hazardous for that reason.  When o-, m- and p-cresol
concentrations cannot be differentiated, the total cresol concentration is used.

Table 3:  TCLP Contaminants and MaximumTable 3:  TCLP Contaminants and MaximumTable 3:  TCLP Contaminants and MaximumTable 3:  TCLP Contaminants and MaximumTable 3:  TCLP Contaminants and Maximum
Allowable ConcentrationsAllowable ConcentrationsAllowable ConcentrationsAllowable ConcentrationsAllowable Concentrations

Hazardous 
Contaminant 

Hazardous 
Concentration 
(milligrams/liter) 

Hazardous 
Waste 
Code 

Arsenic 5.0 D004 
Barium 100.0 D005 
Benzene .05 D018 
Cadmium 1.0 D006 
Carbon tetrachloride 0.5 D019 
Chlordane 0.03 D020 
Chlorobenzene 100.0 D021 
Chloroform 6.0 D022 
Chromium 5.0 D007 
o-Cresol 200.0* D023 
m-Cresol 200.0* D024 
p-Cresol 200.0* D025 
Cresol* 200.0* D026 
2,4-D 10.0 D016 
1,4-Dichlorobenzene 7.5 D027 
1,2-Dichloroethane 0.5 D028 
1,1-Dichloroethylene 0.7 D029 
2,4-Dinitrotoluene 0.13 D030 
Endrin 0.02 D012 
Heptachlor 0.008 D031 
Hexachlorobenzene 0.13 D032 
Hexachloro-1,3-

butadiene 
0.5 D033 

Hexachloroethane 3.0 D034 
Lead 5.0 D008 
Lindane 0.4 D013 
Mercury 0.2 D009 
Methoxychlor 10.0 D014 
Methyl ethyl ketone 

(MEK) 
200.0 D035 

Nitrobenzene 2.0 D036 
Pentachlorophenol 100.0 D037 
Pyridine 5.0 D038 
Selenium 1.0 D010 
Silver 5.0 D011 
Tetrachloroethylene 0.7 D039 
Toxaphene 0.5 D015 
Trichloroethylene 0.5 D040 
2,4,5-Trichlorophenol 400.0 D041 
2,4,6-Trichlorophenol 2.0 D042 
2,4,5-TP (Silvex) 1.0 D017 
Vinyl chloride 0.2 D043 

Table 4:  Minnesota-specific Waste CodesTable 4:  Minnesota-specific Waste CodesTable 4:  Minnesota-specific Waste CodesTable 4:  Minnesota-specific Waste CodesTable 4:  Minnesota-specific Waste Codes

MN01 ....... Displays characteristic of
lethality
(Minn. R. 7045.0131 Subp. 6)

MN02 ....... A collection of small amounts
of unrelated but compatible
chemicals – for license
reporting only
(Minn. R. 7045.0137)

MN03 ....... Polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) at a concentration of 50
parts per million or greater
(Minn. R. 7045.0135 Subp. 5)

M100 ........ Used oil, used oil filters and
used oil contaminated sorbent
materials (Minn. R. 7045.0020
Subps. 100 a & b)
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Evaluate Waste

Step 1A
information that may cause you to suspect a waste may
be lethal.  Contact your metropolitan county or MPCA
staff for assistance and to determine whether or not
testing is required.

• Toxic (D004 - 43):  A waste containing hazardous
contaminants above the maximum allowable
concentration specified in Table 3.  Examples include
used photo fixer (toxic for silver), some used dry cell
batteries (toxic for mercury), sludges and sometimes
liquid from water-based parts washers (toxic for lead,
benzene, or both) and automotive and other paint-
related wastes (often toxic for chromium, cadmium, lead
or barium). Wastes may also be toxic because of
contaminants picked up during a cleaning or
manufacturing process.

If you cannot classify the waste, test a sample to get the
information you need.  If you strongly suspect the waste is hazardous,
coordinate with a hazardous waste disposal facility.  Follow their
sampling and testing protocol.  By working with the disposal
facility, the test results can also be used for waste acceptance
approval if the waste is found to be hazardous (keep records).
Retesting of a waste is not required unless product or process
changes could alter the makeup of the resulting waste.
If you strongly suspect the waste is nonhazardous, coordinate with an
industrial waste (nonhazardous waste) disposal facility. Follow the
sampling and testing protocol outlined by the facility (keep
records). By coordinating with an industrial waste facility, test
results can be used for waste acceptance approval if the waste is
nonhazardous. If you need to use a commercial testing laboratory,
a list is available on Hazardous Waste fact sheet #6.05, Hazardous
Waste Consultants and Testing Laboratories.
If you have determined, through knowledge or testing, that a
waste:

• is not listed, mixed with or derived from a listed waste,

• does not contain PCBs, and

• does not display a hazardous characteristic,
it is not hazardous.
However, simply because a waste is nonhazardous does not
mean it can go into a dumpster or down the drain. Nonhazardous
wastes are subject to industrial solid waste rules, wastewater rules
or both.   Coordinate with the landfill, industrial burner or
wastewater treatment plant operator before disposal.  Never place
industrial waste in a septic system.
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Step 1A
Evaluate Waste

If you have determined that a waste is hazardous, you must determine
your generator size and learn how to properly manage and dispose of the
waste.  For more help, see the list of hazardous waste fact sheets on the
MPCA Web site at
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/pubs/business.html

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/pubs/business.html
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Step 1B
Determine Generator Size

(Minn. R. 7045.0206)1B: 1B: 1B: 1B: 1B: Determine Generator SizeDetermine Generator SizeDetermine Generator SizeDetermine Generator SizeDetermine Generator Size

All hazardous waste generators have basic rules to follow; however, as the
amount of hazardous waste generated per month increases, certain rules
become more stringent.
To estimate your generator size, follow these steps:

1. Gather manifests and information for all hazardous waste
produced in the last calendar year (January 1 through
December 31) or partial year.  (If you need help organizing this
information, fact sheet #2.40, Hazardous Waste Shipping Log,
may help you.)  Include parts washer waste mixed with used oil
and hazardous waste generated but not yet shipped.  Do not
include any wastes listed in Table 5 in your calculations.

2. Convert all waste units to pounds.  Use the density (or specific
gravity) of the waste, if you know it.  If not, use the conversion
factor 1 gallon = 10 pounds. To convert gallons to pounds,
multiply all waste expressed in gallons by 10.

3. Add amounts for all waste to find the total for the calendar year
or partial year (in pounds).

4. Divide by 12 (or the number of months waste was produced if
you were in business for a partial year) to find the average
amount per month.

5. Refer to Chart 1 to determine the size where your average
amount falls.  For many companies, this estimate is their actual
generator size.  Companies who have seasonal or significant
monthly fluctuations in the amount of waste generated also
need to do Step #6.

6. Total the waste generated in each month.  If you produce more
in any one month than the limit for the generator size
determined in #5, see the section, How Changes in Waste
Generation Affect Generator Size.

Antifreeze and antifreeze filters
PCB lamp ballasts and other small

PCB capacitors
Photo fixer reclaimed on site
Waste electronics/cathode ray

tubes
Circuit boardsbeing recycled as

scrap metal
Used oil, used oil filters, used oil

sorbents that are recycled

Table 5:  Wastes That Do Not Count Toward Generator SizeTable 5:  Wastes That Do Not Count Toward Generator SizeTable 5:  Wastes That Do Not Count Toward Generator SizeTable 5:  Wastes That Do Not Count Toward Generator SizeTable 5:  Wastes That Do Not Count Toward Generator Size

Universal Wastes:
-Fluorescent/HID Lamps
-Dry-cell batteries
-Lead-acid batteries
-Mercury-containing devices
-Liquid mercury
-Waste pesticides
-Thermostats

Note: Metropolitan Counties may require reporting of some of these wastes.
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Determine Generator Size

Step 1B
“““““Minimal” Very Small Quantity GeneratorsMinimal” Very Small Quantity GeneratorsMinimal” Very Small Quantity GeneratorsMinimal” Very Small Quantity GeneratorsMinimal” Very Small Quantity Generators

Very Small Quantity Generators (VSQGs) that generate less than 100
pounds (about 10 gallons) of hazardous waste in an entire calendar year are

classified as “minimal” quantity generators (MQGs) if they meet the
following requirements.
1. Minimal quantity generators may generate only these types and

amounts of hazardous waste:

• Any amount of universal wastes — lamps, batteries, pesticides,
mercury devices (see Table 5);

• Any amount of photographic waste, provided it is treated on
site to remove 80 percent of the silver and discharged directly
(with permission) to a sanitary sewer connected to a
wastewater treatment plant;

• Any amount of used oil, used oil filters, and used oil-
contaminated sorbents, provided they are recycled;

• Any amount of spent lead-acid batteries, provided they are
recycled;

• Any amount of antifreeze, provided it is recycled or, if less than
50 gallons per month is generated, discharged with permission
to a wastewater treatment plant;

• Any amount of electronic wastes, circuit boards;

• Any amount of small PCB ballasts and capacitors;

Chart 1:  Generator Size ChartChart 1:  Generator Size ChartChart 1:  Generator Size ChartChart 1:  Generator Size ChartChart 1:  Generator Size Chart
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Determine Generator Size

• Any amount of fuel-water mixtures, provided they are recycled;
and

• One hundred pounds (about 10 gallons of liquid) or less per
calendar year of all other non-acute hazardous wastes.

2. Minimal quantity generators must mark, store, contain and recycle or
dispose of waste according to the requirements found in the Minnesota
Hazardous Waste Rules and explained in this manual.

3. Minimal quantity generators must prepare for spills, clean them up and
notify the Minnesota Duty Officer of reportable spills.

4. Minimal quantity generators may take their waste to a VSQG
Collection Program provided they follow Minnesota Department of
Transportation requirements. (Your program operator can help you.)

5. Minimal quantity generators must keep copies for 3 years of all
manifests and shipping papers used for waste recycling and disposal
and keep records of any spills.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and some, but not all, of the
seven Twin Cities metropolitan counties use the “minimal” classification. If
your county does not, manage your waste according to Very Small
Quantity Generator requirements.
Minimal quantity generators who fail to manage waste according to the
hazardous waste requirements may lose their minimal classification.
For more information, see MPCA Hazardous Waste fact sheet #1.50
available at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/pubs/
business.html#general .  Also, businesses in the metropolitan area should
contact their county hazardous waste office for more information (see
phone numbers on inside of back cover).

How Changes in Waste Generation Affect GeneratorHow Changes in Waste Generation Affect GeneratorHow Changes in Waste Generation Affect GeneratorHow Changes in Waste Generation Affect GeneratorHow Changes in Waste Generation Affect Generator
SizeSizeSizeSizeSize

If the amount of waste you generate increases enough to put you into a
larger generator size category, you will have more emergency planning
and employee training requirements.  Storage limits and accumulation time
limits will also change.
If the amount of waste decreases, you may need to submit a written
request to the MPCA commissioner in order to decrease your generator
size status.  Contact the MPCA or your metropolitan county hazardous
waste staff for help.

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/pubs/business.html#general
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Get an EPA Identification Number

Step 2

Notification of Regulated Waste Activity 

       
(This form replaces EPA Form 8700-12 and EPA Form8700-13A/B for Minnesota sites.)

Date Received 

(For Official Use Only) 

Site’s Waste ID Number 

I.  Site’s Hazardous Waste ID Number 

(Mark ‘X’ in the appropriate box) 

 A.  Initial Notification 

(Complete all items beginning with Section 

II below.)

B.  Subsequent Notification 

(Indicate Waste ID in space above and 

complete sections with changes only.)

C.  Inactivation 

(Indicate Waste ID Number in space above 

and complete Section X only.)

II.  N
ame of Site (Include company and specific site name, if a

ny.)

III.  L
ocation of Site (Physical address, not P.O. Box or Route Number.)

Street

Street (Continued) 

City or Town 

State
Zip Code 

County Name 

IV. North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code(s) for the site

If the location address in Section III has been changed from your initial notification, please indicate the reason for the change below:    

Moved waste generating activities to another location. 

 Streets and/or street numbers changed by 911 (Emergency) System.

 Property incorporated into city limits and street was renamed. 
 Incorrect address; never at site address previously identified. 

 No change in location; update of address previously identified.  Other (explain in Section XI, Comments).

V.  Site Contact (Person to be contacted regarding waste activities at site)

Name (Last) 

(First) 

Job Title

Phone Number (Area Code and Number)

VI.  C
ontact Address

Street or P.O. Box 

City or Town 

State
Zip Code 

VII.  O
wnership 

A.  Name of Site’s Legal Landowner/Owner of Property (if d
ifferent fro

m Section II, a
bove)

Street, P.O. Box, or Route Number 

City or Town 

State
Zip Code 

Phone Number (Area Code and Number) 

B.  Owner Type:   
Private

 Federal   
 State

Indian Tribe 

        
        

        
        

  
Local Unit of Government (LUG) 

C.  Name of Site’s Legal Operator (if 
different fro

m Sections II, a
nd/or VII, above)

w-hw7-09 

1 of 2 

September 03 

Visit o
ur Web site at http://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/pubs/business.html for more information on the  

Hazardous Waste Rules and a complete listin
g of fact sheets available on complying with the Hazardous Waste Rules.

Majors and Remediation Division, Majors Section 

520 Lafayette Road N., St. Paul, MN  55155-4194   (651) 297-2274

Who Needs an EPA Identification Number?Who Needs an EPA Identification Number?Who Needs an EPA Identification Number?Who Needs an EPA Identification Number?Who Needs an EPA Identification Number?
How Do I Get One?How Do I Get One?How Do I Get One?How Do I Get One?How Do I Get One?

If your business ships hazardous waste off site using a manifest, takes
waste to a Very Small Quantity Generator Collection Program or
accumulates more than 5,000 kilograms of universal wastes, you must
obtain a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) identification
number.  There is no cost to get a number.
To get an EPA ID number:

1. Complete a Notification of Regulated Waste Activity form
following the instructions attached to it (see Hazardous Waste
fact sheet 7.09 at
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/publications/w-hw7-09.pdf);
and

2. Send it to the MPCA at the address given on the instruction
sheet.

If you have never applied for a number, check Box A, Initial Notification.  In
order to complete the form, you will need to know:

• that you must use the exact same business name and site
location on the form that you intend to use on hazardous waste
manifests (each site has its own specific number);

• the waste code(s) for each hazardous waste you generate;

• your generator size;

• the owner of your business and property; and

• other information specific to your business.
If you don’t know this information, Table 2 on the
instruction sheet may help you.
Your EPA ID number may also be called your Generator ID
on manifests and license applications.  Most Minnesota
EPA ID numbers begin with the letters ‘MND,’ ‘MN’ or
‘MNR’, followed by 9 or 10 digits.  The number is unique
to your site and will be used to identify your site on
manifests (shipping papers), container labels and
hazardous waste license applications.
When an ID number is assigned, the MPCA will
send you a notification response letter.  If you are
located in the metropolitan area, the MPCA will
also notify your metropolitan county hazardous
waste office. For your records, keep the

verification letter showing your assigned number
and the  information associated with it.

Figure 1:
EPA ID form

http://www.pca.state.mn.us/publications/w-hw7-09.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/pubs/business.html
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Step 2
Get an EPA Identification Number

Moving?

Remember to apply for a
new EPA ID number for
your new location!

If You MoveIf You MoveIf You MoveIf You MoveIf You Move

EPA ID numbers are site specific — they are identified with your location,
not your business name — so if you move your business, you must apply
for a new number for your new location.  This will be an Initial
Notification for your new location.  At the same time, attach a short letter
to the form notifying the MPCA that you are no longer at your old
location and asking that the ID number for your old location be
inactivated.  If the post office changes your address but you
don’t move, refer to Subsequent Notification below.

Subsequent NotificationSubsequent NotificationSubsequent NotificationSubsequent NotificationSubsequent Notification

Very Small Quantity Generators must submit a subsequent
notification to the MPCA if:

• they have not moved but the post office changes their
address; or

• the ownership of their company changes.
Small and Large Quantity Generators must submit a subsequent
notification if any information from the previous notification changes.
To submit a subsequent notification, complete an EPA ID form, place a
check in Box B, Subsequent Notification, and write your previously assigned
ID number in the spaces above Box C.  If you are notifying because your
location address has changed, but you have not physically moved, indicate
the reason for the address change after Section IV on the form.

Answers to Common Questions About EPA ID NumbersAnswers to Common Questions About EPA ID NumbersAnswers to Common Questions About EPA ID NumbersAnswers to Common Questions About EPA ID NumbersAnswers to Common Questions About EPA ID Numbers

Q:  I only generate used oil and used oil filters.  Do I need an EPA ID
number?

A. Maybe.  If your business is in Greater Minnesota, you do not
need a number unless you also generate parts washer solvent
waste — even if you manage it by mixing with your used oil.
Some metropolitan counties require an EPA ID number for
used-oil generators. Contact your metropolitan county or
MPCA staff for more information.

Q:  I burn used oil to heat my business.  Do I need to check ‘burner’ in
section VIII B-2?

A: No.  This is only for utility or industrial boilers or industrial
furnaces, such as cement and asphalt kilns and blast furnaces.
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Get an EPA Identification Number

Step 2
Q: I sell/give my used oil to an oil hauler.  Am I a marketer (section

VIII-B1)?

A: Probably not. If your oil hauler sells the collected used oil to a
burner, your oil hauler is considered a marketer.  However, if
you wish to give or sell your oil to another business to burn, you
could become a marketer.  Before you give or sell oil to another
business to burn, it must be tested to show it is “on
specification.”  The business which first declares the oil to be on-
specification used oil is a marketer.  For more information,
request MPCA fact sheet #4.34, Marketing Used Oil.

Q:  I am a Very Small Quantity Generator (section VIII A-1c) and I
transport my hazardous waste and/or used oil to a very small
quantity generator collection site.  Am I a transporter (section VIII
A-2a or B-3a)?

A: No.  This classification refers to a licensed/registered hazardous
waste transporter or an oil hauler (someone who collects used
oil from many different businesses).

Q:  I am moving my business to a location that already has an EPA ID
number.  Can I use that number?

A: Yes.  But you will need to complete a notification form to advise
the MPCA of the change. In this case, write the ID number of
your new location in the space provided at the top of the form.
Fill out the business information for your company.  (Don’t
forget to inactivate the number for your old location by
submitting a letter to the MPCA asking that the number be
inactivated or filling out the notification of regulated waste
acvitity form and requesting that the number be inactivated.)

Q:  My business is located in several buildings.  Can I use the same
number for all?

A:  If the buildings are on contiguous property (see Figure 2) and
you ship from one location address, you may use one number. If
you ship from more than one location address, you will need a
number for each — identification numbers are site specific.
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Get an EPA Identification Number

Figure 2:  Contiguous and
Noncontiguous Property

Contiguous and Noncontiguous PropertyContiguous and Noncontiguous PropertyContiguous and Noncontiguous PropertyContiguous and Noncontiguous PropertyContiguous and Noncontiguous Property

Facilities, such as military installations,
universities or large industrial complexes, are
often split by public or private roads. Properties
that are adjacent, owned by the same person
and can be accessed by crossing (not going
down) the right of way are “contiguous.”
Refer to Figure 2 and the following examples of
contiguous and noncontiguous property (shaded
areas represent city blocks owned by one
company and separated by city streets).

• A and B are contiguous because they
are located within the same block.  If
they have a common storage area,
they may use the same number.

• B and C are contiguous because one
can go directly across the public street
at a 180o angle from one to the other.
If they have a common storage area, they may use the same
number.

• B and D are not contiguous because you must travel down a
city street from one to the other.  However, in this case,
transportation down a public street between the two sites is
allowable without using a manifest or a hazardous waste
transporter; therefore, if these locations have a common storage
area, they may use the same number.  Keep in mind that if
transporting down a public street,

• Department of Transportation Hazardous Materials
Shipping standards apply; and

• emergency plans must address potential transport-related
incidents.
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Get a License; Pay a Fee

Step 3
Basic RequirementsBasic RequirementsBasic RequirementsBasic RequirementsBasic Requirements

Businesses, organizations and governmental units that generate hazardous
waste are required to report that waste annually and obtain a license that
is valid for one year. Waste generated “one time” from activities, such as
cleaning out a warehouse or removing a tank, must also be reported.
(Minn. R. 7045.0255)  In addition, they must;

• make a copy of the completed application form and retain it for
three (3) years;

• post their license at their place of business; and

• renew their license annually.

Businesses Located in Greater MinnesotaBusinesses Located in Greater MinnesotaBusinesses Located in Greater MinnesotaBusinesses Located in Greater MinnesotaBusinesses Located in Greater Minnesota

These Greater Minnesota businesses are exempt from the license and fee
requirements:

1. Businesses that generate only used oil and/or used oil-related
waste. (Greater Minnesota businesses that generate only used oil
are also exempt from reporting requirements.)

2. Businesses that generate less than 100 pounds of hazardous
waste per calendar year (Minimal Quantity Generators –
MQGs).  Silver-bearing photo fixer waste that is treated before
being discharged to a sanitary sewer and antifreeze are not
included in the 100-pound total.

3. Businesses that generate only silver-bearing waste that is treated
before discharge to a municipal sanitary sewer system.  (This
waste may not be discharged to a septic system.)

Greater Minnesota businesses that generate other hazardous waste,
including parts washer solvent mixed with used oil, report to and get a
license from the MPCA.  To obtain a license:

• Contact the MPCA and request a form to obtain an
Environmental Protection Agency identification (EPA ID)
number (Hazardous Waste fact sheet #7.09, Notification of
Regulated Waste Activity).  See Step 2 for more information.

• Complete the EPA ID number form according to directions and
mail it to the address on the instruction sheet.  When you are
notified of your number, your business name is placed on the
mailing list to receive a license application.

• When you receive a license application from the MPCA,
complete and submit it by the due date (usually within 30 days).
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Get a License; Pay a Fee

• Greater Minnesota businesses are not
required to report on the license
application wastes which do not count
toward calculating generator size or the
license fee (see Table 6).

• If you have reported wastes on your
application that are subject to fees or tax,
you will receive a combined billing
statement from the MPCA.  After
receiving your payment, the MPCA will
send you a license document to post at
your place of business.  If your business is

exempt from license and fee requirements, you will not receive a
billing statement or a license.

Businesses Located in theBusinesses Located in theBusinesses Located in theBusinesses Located in theBusinesses Located in the
Twin Cities Metropolitan AreaTwin Cities Metropolitan AreaTwin Cities Metropolitan AreaTwin Cities Metropolitan AreaTwin Cities Metropolitan Area

Businesses located in the metropolitan area
(Anoka, Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey,
Scott and Washington Counties) report to and
receive their license from their county hazardous
waste office; they do not report to the MPCA.  If
your business is located in one of the
metropolitan counties, contact your county staff
for the appropriate forms (see telephone numbers
on inside of back cover).
All hazardous and oil wastes must be reported;
however, all wastes do not receive a license fee.
Generators in the metropolitan counties should
check with their county hazardous waste staff
for the fee-assessed wastes and fee schedule for
their county.

Information for New BusinessesInformation for New BusinessesInformation for New BusinessesInformation for New BusinessesInformation for New Businesses

In Greater Minnesota, report hazardous waste
generated during the previous calendar year on
the license application.  New businesses will
report the kind(s) of hazardous waste they intend
to generate or are generating. The amount generated in the last calendar
may be zero.
In the metropolitan area, new businesses should report on the license
application the kind(s) and amount(s) of hazardous waste they intend to
generate during the present year.

Table 6: Wastes NotTable 6: Wastes NotTable 6: Wastes NotTable 6: Wastes NotTable 6: Wastes Not
Reported in GreaterReported in GreaterReported in GreaterReported in GreaterReported in Greater
MinnesotaMinnesotaMinnesotaMinnesotaMinnesota

• Nonhazardous waste
• Exempt waste
• Recycled used oil and filters
• Recycled lead-acid batteries
• Recycled scrap metal
• Recycled photo negatives
• Recycled fluorescent lamps
• Laundered shop towels

Table 7:  Wastes That May Not Count forTable 7:  Wastes That May Not Count forTable 7:  Wastes That May Not Count forTable 7:  Wastes That May Not Count forTable 7:  Wastes That May Not Count for
Size or Fee in Greater MinnesotaSize or Fee in Greater MinnesotaSize or Fee in Greater MinnesotaSize or Fee in Greater MinnesotaSize or Fee in Greater Minnesota

Counts for 
Waste Size Fee 
Antifreeze, recycled   
Antifreeze sludge from a 
distillation process, if hazardous   

Antifreeze sludge from a filtering 
process, if hazardous   

Waste pretreated to remove 80% or 
more of the contaminant and 
discharged to a city sanitary sewer 
system*/** 

  

Waste pretreated but less than 80% 
of contaminant removed before 
discharge to a city sanitary sewer 

  

Hazardous residual from a 
pretreatment process   

Approved feedstocks and by-
products*   

Mixed waste streams that have 
already been counted individually   

All other hazardous wastes   
*SQGs and LQGs only 
**Under limited conditions may not count for fees 
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Step 3
Table 8:  Taxes and Fees Hazardous Waste Generators May PayTable 8:  Taxes and Fees Hazardous Waste Generators May PayTable 8:  Taxes and Fees Hazardous Waste Generators May PayTable 8:  Taxes and Fees Hazardous Waste Generators May PayTable 8:  Taxes and Fees Hazardous Waste Generators May Pay

Fee or Tax Paid by Amount Due Collected by Used For 

Clean Air Act 
Fee 

Emitters of air 
pollutants 

Varies with amount of 
emissions. Due 60 days 
after receiving fee 
statement. 

MPCA Air 
Quality 
Program 

Funding Air 
Quality 
Program 

Hazardous 
Waste 
Generator 
Superfund Tax 

Hazardous waste 
generators 

Varies with amount 
generated; $50 
minimum. Due  
April 15. 

Minnesota 
Department of 
Revenue 

Superfund 
site cleanups 
 

Hazardous 
Waste License 
and Statewide 
Program Fee 

Hazardous waste 
generators 

Varies with amount 
generated. 

Minnesota 
Department of 
Revenue or 
Metro 
Counties 

Partial 
funding of 
Hazardous 
Waste 
Programs 

Hazardous 
Waste 
Treatment, 
Storage and 
Disposal (TSD) 
Facility Fees 

30-35 Minnesota TSD 
facilities 

$1800 - $84,000 for 
original application; 
$1800 – $54, 000 annual 
fees – varies by Metro 
County.  Greater MN 
fees due June 15. 

MPCA 
Hazardous 
Waste 
Program or 
Metro County 

Partial 
funding of 
Hazardous 
Waste 
Programs 

Hazardous 
Chemical 
Inventory Fee 

Companies storing 
chemicals reported 
under SARA section 
312 

$25 - $1000 depending 
upon the number of 
chemicals stored. Due 
June 1. 

Emergency 
Response 
Commission 

Preparation 
for hazardous 
materials 
emergencies 

Companies reporting 
releases on the toxic 
chemical release 
inventory (TRI) 
Form R 

Varies depending 
upon the number and 
amount of chemicals 
released ($0.02/gal 
and $150/release; 
minimum $500).  
Due January 1. 

Emergency 
Response 
Commission 

Pollution 
Prevention 
Fees 

Large quantity 
hazardous waste 
generators not 
reporting a release on 
TRI Form R 

$500 due January 1. MPCA – 
Technology, 
Education & 
Assistance  
Division 

Pollution 
prevention 
assistance, 
including 
MnTAP 

Companies storing 
extremely hazardous 
substances under 
SARA Section 302 

$75 due June 1. Emergency 
Response 
Commission 

Hazardous 
Materials 
Incident 
Response Act 
Fee Companies reporting 

a release under 
SARA Section 313 

$200 - $800 depending 
upon amount released. 
Due June 1 

 

Emergency 
response and 
chemical 
assessment 
teams 

 

















































http://www.dps.state.mn.us/fmarshal/fmarshal.html
















http://www.pca.state.mn.us






















http://www.mntap.umn.edu
http://www.moea.state.mn.us/grants/current.cfm#loan
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/programs/sbomb_loan.html
http://www.mnwastewise.org


http://www.pca.state.mn.us/waste/pubs/business.html#specific






http://www.pca.state.mn.us








http://www.pca.state.mn.us/cleanup/pubs/ertpubs.html
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/cleanup/pubs/ertpubs.html




http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/7045
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/7045/0845.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/7045/0855.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/7045/0990.html








http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/univwast.htm












































http://www.mda.state.mn.us
http://www.dot.state.mn.us
http://www.epa.gov
http://www.metrocouncil.org
http://www.co.[county].mn.us
http://www.pca.state.mn.us
http://www.mntap.umn.edu
http://www.mnexchange.org
http://www.mnwastewise.org

	Cover
	Purpose
	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	Steps to Compliance
	Step 1A: Evaluate Waste
	Evaluation Review Flowchart
	Step 1B: Determine Size
	Step 2: Get an EPA Identification Number
	Step 3: Get a License; Pay a Fee
	Step 4:  Place Waste in Containers; Mark Them
	Step 5: Store and Accumulate Properly
	Step 6: Transport & Dispose of Waste Correctly
	Step 7: Prepare & Distribute the Manifest
	Step 8: Plan for Emergencies
	Step 9: Train Employees
	Step 10: Keep Records

	Special Topics
	Discharging to the Sewer
	Lead-Acid Batteries
	Reducing Waste
	Parts Washers
	Used Oil
	Electronic Waste
	Universal Waste

	Appendices
	MSDS Sample
	Lab Results Sample
	Managing Empty Containers
	Documenting Container Inspections
	LDR Policy
	SQG Emergency Planning Packet
	Employee Training Documentation
	Lead-Acid Battery Shipping Log

	Index
	HW Contacts



