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Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
 
 Municipal Division 
 
Notice of Availability and Request for Comments on Draft Section 401 Water Quality 
Certification for the Proposed Re-issuance of GP-001-MN by the St. Paul District of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), pursuant to 
Minnesota Rules 7001.1440, requests comments on its draft Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401 Water 
Quality Certification (401 Certification) for the proposed re-issuance of GP-001-MN by the St. Paul 
District of the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). The MPCA is proposing to issue a 401 
Certification to the applicant, the St. Paul District of the United States Army Corps of Engineers, 180 East 
Fifth Street, Suite 700, St. Paul, Minnesota 55101, for projects within the State of Minnesota that qualify 
for coverage under GP-001-MN. 

 
The proposed GP-001-MN would be valid for five years and would replace the existing 

GP-001-MN, which was issued on May 15, 2007, and expired on May 15, 2012. As further identified 
within it, the proposed GP-001-MN would authorize certain activities in waters and wetlands regulated 
by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources that are considered similar in nature and those that 
are anticipated to have minimal adverse environmental effects, individually or cumulatively, on the 
aquatic environment. Before the USACE can re-issue GP-001-MN, a 401 Certification is required from 
the State of Minnesota to ensure that projects that qualify for GP-001-MN will comply with applicable 
state water quality standards. The USACE Regulatory Office has furnished the MPCA with a copy of the 
draft GP-001-MN, which the USACE included in their Public Notice on April 5, 2012. 

 
Interested persons are invited to submit written comments upon the MPCA’s Draft 401 

Certification for the project. The public comment period begins on Monday, June 11, 2012, and ends at 
4:30 p.m. on Tuesday July 10, 2012. 

 
Preliminary Determination on the Draft CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification 

The MPCA Commissioner has made a preliminary determination to issue a 401 Certification for 
GP-001-MN, a draft of which has been prepared, to the USACE. A copy of the draft 401 Certification is 
available for review and copying at the MPCA office at the St. Paul address listed below and on-line at 
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/news/data/index.cfm?PN=1. 
 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
520 Lafayette Road North 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

 
A copy of the draft 401 Certification will be mailed to you if the MPCA receives your written or 

oral request at this office. If you have questions about this draft 401 Certification or the Commissioner's 
preliminary determination, please contact Judy Mader at 651-757-2544 or by e-mail at 
judy.mader@state.mn.us. 
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