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All WQS, including SS WQS

ÉDesignated beneficial uses 

ÉNarrative & numeric water quality 
criteria to protect those uses

ÉAntidegradation policies to maintain 
and protect existing uses
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Minnesota WQS

ÉFirst Statewide WQS adopted 1967

ÉMn Rule Chapter 7050

ÉAquatic Life and Aquatic Recreation 
Standards (Class 2) from EPA 
Guidance

ÉClass 2 Standards protect aquatic 
life, aquatic recreation and fish 
consumption 

ÉReview and update every 3 years 
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Site specific standards

ÉFederal regulations (40CFR 131) allow for 
site specific standards

ÉMust ensure designated uses are met

ÉMay establish site specific standard where 
identified conditions in a water body differ 
from national criteria

ÉRequires public participation

ÉRequires EPA review and approval
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Site specific standards

ÉMn Rule 7050.0220 Subp 7. Allows site 
specific modification of standard

ÉMn Rule 7050.0222 Subp 4a. A and E. 
�5�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H���U�H�V�H�U�Y�R�L�U�V���³�P�D�\���E�H���P�R�G�L�I�L�H�G���R�Q���D��
site- specific basis, account for water temp., 
hydraulic residence time, watershed size, 
drain more than one ecoregion


