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Suggested decision process for coverage of stormwater activities discharging to high 
quality waters under a general permit.  
 

 

Will permit conditions maintain 
water quality? Agency provides:  
Demonstration of (identifies) non-
degrading permit conditions.  
Public participation. 

Will permit conditions be met? 
- Applicant provides info: scale/type of activity; receiving water(s); how 
permit conditions will be met 
- Agency review/concurrence. 
Information made available to public. 

Is there a demonstrated need to lower water quality for 
important social or economic development? Applicant provides 
additional info: 
    - Minimally-degrading alternatives 
    - Impact to water quality 
    - Social/economic justification 
Agency review required. 
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NO 

Application approved 

NO

Individual permit and review required for each 
applicant. May not be possible for each applicant 
seeking coverage under a general permit. 

YES NO

Application denied 

NO, individual permit required

Can applicant implement a non-degrading alternative not identified in 
the permit?  

- Applicant provides additional info: scale/type of activity; 
receiving water(s); identification of non-degrading alternative  
- Agency review required. 
- Public participation? 
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