
Motor Vehicle Salvage Facility
Environmental Compliance Manual

Revised June 2002

Prepared by the:

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Layfayette Road North

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155-4149

Endorsed by:

Automotive Recyclers of Minnesota
26 East Exchange Street

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Northwest Chapter of the
Institute for Scrap Recycling Industries

c/o Mississippi Street Metals
800 Mississippi St.

St.Paul, Minnesota 55101



MPCA Motor Vehicle Salvage Facility Environmental Compliance Manual

(This page intentionally left blank.)



MPCA Motor Vehicle Salvage Facility Environmental Compliance Manual

CONTENTS

Introduction    1
How to Use this Manual    2

�   A Quick Guide to Managing Wastes at Your Salvage Yard    3

�  Chapter One — General Operating Procedures    5

Inspecting Incoming Vehicles    6
Spill Control - Prevention and Clean Up    8
Storm Water Management     14
Parts Cleaning    17
Vehicle Crushing    24

�  Chapter Two - Draining, Dismantling and Storage Practices    27

General Practices    28
Engines    32
Transmissions    35
Radiators and Heater Cores    39
Fuel Tanks    42
Air Bags    45

�  Chapter Three  - Waste Handling, Storage and Disposal Practices 47

Used Oils    48
Used Oil Filters    53
Antifreeze    56
Fuel    60
Refrigerant    63
Lead-Acid Batteries    67
Lead Parts    72
Mercury Switches    75
Waste Tires    77
Catalytic Converters    81
Window-Washing Fluid    83
Appliances  85



MPCA Motor Vehicle Salvage Facility Environmental Compliance Manual

(This page intentionally left blank.)



MPCA Motor Vehicle Salvage Facility Environmental Compliance Manual

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Produced by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA).

Thanks to the following organizations and individuals for their
contributions to the MPCA’s salvage yard effort and this
manual:

The Legislative Commission on Waste Management
The Automotive Recyclers of Minnesota
The NW Chapter of the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries, Inc.
The Minnesota Technical Assistance Program
Minnesota Department of Transportation
Viking Auto Salvage
North Star Steel Company
AAA Auto Salvage
John’s Auto Parts
Mississippi Street Metals
Albert Lea Auto Salvage
Twin City Auto & Military Parts
Action Auto Parts of Minnesota
North Branch Salvage
Barnum Automotive
Hugo Auto & Truck Parts
Katherine Logan - Polk County Solid Waste Officer

Thanks to the Motor Vehicle Salvage Facility Task Force:

Task Force members included MPCA staff, salvage yard owners, county
solid waste officers and representatives from related industries and
organizations.  Their purpose was to explore existing and potential envi-
ronmental problems at salvage yards and assist the MPCA in developing
an outreach and training program for the salvage yard industry.

Buford Faust  - Viking Auto Salvage
Doug Duren - North Star Steel
Ivan Jacobs - Mississippi Street Metals
Shirley Basta - Pine County Solid Waste Officer
Dave Lucas - Sherburne County Solid Waste Officer
Gary Erickson  - Minnesota Department of Transportation

Additional Credits:

Researched and Written by:  Mia Bremer, MPCA
Manual Design and Illustrations by:  Carol Pruchnofski, MPCA
Photographs by:  Deborah Rose, MPCA
Edited by:  Scott Hvidsten, MPCA
Cover Design by:  Joy Yoshikawa, The Design Group
Technical Review by:  Dale Thompson, Jim Kelly, Pat Hanson, Zach
Klaus  and Jennifer Volkman, MPCA
Revised June 2002 for the Web by: Nancy Ellefson, MPCA



MPCA Motor Vehicle Salvage Facility Environmental Compliance Manual

This manual was originally printed on recycled and recyclable paper with soy-based
inks.  The cover was printed on recycled paper including at least 50% post-consumer
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15% post-consumer paper fibers.  The tabs were printed on recycled paper containing

100% post-consumer paper fibers.

Paper copies of this manual are no longer available.  Copies may be printed for your
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Upon request, this manual can be made available to persons with disabilities
in other formats, such as braille, large type or audiotape.
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