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Solvent parts washers 
Many businesses use machines that clean oily or dirty parts by spraying them with a fluid, commonly called  
parts washers or gun cleaners. Waste parts washer fluid and sludge is subject to the Hazardous Waste Rules 
administered by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and the metropolitan counties of Anoka, 
Carver, Dakota, Hennepin, Ramsey, Scott, and Washington (Metro Counties). 

Parts washers use either solvent-based cleaning fluids, such as petroleum or citrus-based solvents, or water-
based cleaning fluids; commonly known as aqueous parts washers. This fact sheet provides guidance for solvent 
parts washers. For aqueous parts washers, see MPCA fact sheet #w-hw4-44, at: 
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw4-44.pdf 

When is my parts washer fluid and sludge waste and is it hazardous? 
Parts washer fluid becomes a waste when you can no longer use it for cleaning or when you decide to dispose of 
it or reclaim it. Parts washer sludge becomes a waste when you remove it from the parts washer. 
Even if you begin with a non-hazardous or even biodegradable solvent, parts washer fluid and sludge may 
become contaminated with heavy metals, chlorinated solvents, or fuel and fuel breakdown products and 
become hazardous waste. 

You must assume that any waste parts washer fluid and sludge and any resulting stillbottoms are hazardous 
waste unless you affirmatively evaluate the wastes, not the unused virgin fluids, as non-hazardous. See MPCA 
fact sheet #w-hw1-01, Evaluate waste, at: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw1-01.pdf 
You may continue to apply the results from an evaluation of your waste parts washer fluid and sludge into the 
future, as long as your parts washer fluid, the parts you are cleaning, and your facility operations do not change. 
If any of these change, you must re-evaluate your parts washer wastes again. 

You may also assume that your waste parts washer fluid and sludge are not contaminated with F-listed solvents 
if you can demonstrate that no products containing F-listed solvents are used in your facility. See MPCA fact 
sheet #w-hw2-00, F list of hazardous waste, at: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw2-00.pdf 

How must I manage parts washer wastes? 
Accumulate all parts washer wastes, including fluid, sludge, and any stillbottoms, in compatible, closed, labeled 
containers as hazardous waste unless you have evaluated that waste as non-hazardous.  
For guidance in accumulating hazardous waste, see MPCA fact sheet #w-hw1-05, Accumulate hazardous waste, 
at: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw1-05.pdf 

Dispose of all parts washer wastes, including fluid, sludge, and any stillbottoms, as hazardous waste unless you 
have evaluated that waste as non-hazardous.  
For guidance in disposing of hazardous waste, see MPCA fact sheet #w-hw1-06, Treat or dispose of hazardous 
waste, at: https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw1-06.pdf 

In addition to the hazardous waste disposal options discussed in MPCA fact sheet #w-hw1-06, Very Small 
Quantity Generators (VSQGs) may also dispose of parts washer filters equivalent to used oil filters, as long as the 
filters are not contaminated with F-listed solvents and the parts washer filters do not exceed 10% of the total 
weight of filters in a used oil filter container. See MPCA fact sheet #w-hw4-30, at: 
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/w-hw4-30.pdf 
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What if I recycle my parts washer fluid on-site? 
You may reclaim and reuse your parts washer fluid on-site, commonly with a recycling parts washer or a solvent 
still, however you will still generate hazardous waste and are still a regulated hazardous waste generator. After 
it has been reclaimed, the fluid is then considered a product until it becomes a waste again. Adding a filter to 
prolong the usable life of your fluid is not considered recycling nor subject to any requirements except filter 
disposal. 

If you use a recycling parts washer or solvent still, you must: 
• Count the maximum volume of waste parts washer fluid you generate before your first reclamation each 

month towards your site’s hazardous waste generator status. 
• Add that maximum volume each month to report to your hazardous waste regulator as your waste fluid 

generation. 
• Separately count and report the volume of hazardous waste stillbottoms as a separate waste line item. 

More information 
Guidance and requirements in this fact sheet were compiled from Minnesota Rules, Chapter 7045, and 
incorporate regulatory interpretation decisions made by the MPCA on February 10, 2012. Visit the Office of the 
Revisor of Statutes at https://www.revisor.mn.gov/ to review Minnesota Rules.  

Contact your Metro County or the MPCA with your questions. The MPCA’s Small Business Environmental 
Assistance Program (SBEAP) can also provide free, confidential regulatory compliance assistance. The Minnesota 
Technical Assistance Program (MnTAP) can help you reduce the amount of hazardous waste your site generates, 
such as by considering less toxic fluids or prolonging the useful life of the fluids you use. Immediately report all 
hazardous waste incidents to the Minnesota Duty Officer. 

Metro County Hazardous Waste Offices 
Anoka  ............................................... 763-324-4260 
 ........................ https://www.anokacountymn.gov/ 
Carver  ............................................... 952-361-1800 
 ........................ https://www.carvercountymn.gov/ 
Dakota  .............................................. 952-891-7557 
 .............................. https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/ 
Hennepin  ......................................... 612-348-3777 
 ..................................... https://www.hennepin.us/ 
Ramsey  ............................................. 651-266-1199 
 .............................. https://www.ramseycounty.us/ 
Scott  ................................................. 952-496-8177 
 ............................ http://www.scottcountymn.gov/ 
Washington  ...................................... 651-430-6655 
 ............... https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/ 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Toll free (all offices) ......................................... 1-800-657-3864 
All offices ............................................................ 651-296-6300 
 .................................................. https://www.pca.state.mn.us/ 

Small Business Environmental Assistance 
Toll free  .......................................................... 1-800-657-3938 
Metro  ................................................................ 651-282-6143 
  .................................................. https://www.pca.state.mn.us/ 

Minnesota Technical Assistance Program 
Toll free  .......................................................... 1-800-247-0015 
Metro  ................................................................ 612-624-1300 
 ................................................... http://www.mntap.umn.edu 

Minnesota Duty Officer 
Toll free ........................................................... 1-800-422-0798 
Metro ................................................................. 651-649-5451 
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