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This fact sheet outlines the
information you need to
document an inspection. A
sample log is attached to
help you.

Documenting Container Inspections
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Environmental Concerns

To prevent or minimize releases of hazardous
waste and resulting clean-up costs,
Minnesota Hazardous Waste rules require all
generators of hazardous waste to inspect

between containers to check for leaks
and to remove containers if leaks are
discovered.

» Stacking 55-gallon drums two-high is
allowed if they are secure and can still

Inside storage containers and storage areas every be easily inspected and removed if they
Environmental week and to keep an inspection log. leak. Stacking 55-gallon drums three-
MClSncell‘ns ...... [ 1 high is strongly discouraged.
aking Inspections...... : . .
Easicr. | Making Inspections Easier * Train* the personnel doing the
Satellite Accumulation .. 1 | Here are some initial steps you can take that inspections to ensure they are familiar
What to Look For ......... 2 will make performing inspections easier: with labeling, marking, and storage rules.
Accumulation in Tanks . 2 Place th o bl MPCA fact sheet 1.04/1.05 covers
More Information.......... 2 ace the waste i a co'rﬁp a ld f " labeling and storage and may assist you
contatner to prevent spills and leaks. in training. You will need to document
* Before moving a container to the the training.
storage area, make sure the container is *Training is required for small and large
closed, marked properly, and has the quantity generators and strongly recom-
correct hazard labe!s affixed mended for very small quantity generators.
(flammable, corrosive, etc.). If you use
the yellow and red hazardous waste : :
y ) Satellite Accumulation
label used to satisfy Department of . '
Transportation marking requirements, For satellite-accumulation drums, the date the
check to see if it is filled out completely ~ drum is filled is the accumulation start date.
and correctly. The 90- or 180-day storage time clock starts
. on this date. Move satellite accumulation
* Make sure the floor in the storage area o
.. .o drums to a permanent storage area within
is impermeable to any liquid waste
. . three days of the fill date.
stored on it. (A sealed concrete floor is
often used.) Satellite-accumulation containers that are
« If the storage area is indoors, make under direct control of an operator and are
. ’ visually inspected daily by that operator do not
sure leaking waste cannot enter floor i ; i
drains need documented weekly inspections during
' . waste accumulation. Satellite accumulation
* If the storage area is outdoors, the floor ¢ ntainers that are located away from the
must also be curbed to prevent leaks operator during waste accumulation, or that
from spilling onto the ground. have been filled and moved into the
* When placing containers in the storage =~ permanent storage area must be inspected
area, position them so that labels are weekly. These inspections must be
easily visible. Leave enough space documented.
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Weekly Inspections — What to Look For
When doing a weekly inspection, MPCA staff recommends
that each business check the following for each storage
container and storage area:

1. Are all the containers closed?

2. Do the containers have the necessary hazard labels?

3. If yellow hazardous waste labels are used to satisfy
marking requirements, are they visible and filled out
completely?

4. Do the dates on the drums indicate they are within the
storage time limits for your generator size?

5. Is the amount of waste stored within the accumulation
limits for your generator size?

. Are there any spills or leaks?
. Are there any cracks in the floor of the storage area?
. If the storage area is outdoors, is the area secure?
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. If the storage area is outdoors, are ignitable wastes
shaded?

Make a note of:

* the date of inspection;

 any problems that were found;

» what was done to correct each problem;
 the date each problem was corrected; and
* who corrected it.

The employee performing the inspection must sign or initial
the entry. Keep these inspection records for a minimum of
three years.

There is no special form you must use to document
inspections. You may use a calendar designated for
container inspections or you may use a log sheet such as
the one attached. You may copy the attached log sheet for
your own use or use it as an aid when designing one of
your own.

For example: One business uses a log sheet similar to the
one on page three. They keep it on a clipboard close to the
area to be inspected. Each week the inspector documents
the inspection on the log sheet and signs the log. When the
log sheet is full, it is placed in a three-ring binder that has a
separate section for each inspection area, then stored in a
central office.
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Accumulation in Tanks

If you accumulate hazardous waste in tanks, there are
additional rules you must follow. For more information,
small and very small quantity generators should refer to
Minn. R. pt. 7045.0629 located on the Web at
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/7045/0629.html

Large quantity generators should refer to

Minn. R. pt. 7045.0628 (except subpt. 9, item C, and
subpt. 12) located on the Web at
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/7045/0628.html

For More Information

Your metropolitan county and the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency have staff available to answer waste
management questions. For more information, contact your
metropolitan county hazardous waste office or the MPCA
office closest to your county.

Metro County Hazardous Waste Offices
Anoka County ..........c.c....... (763)422-7093
Carver County .........couee... (952)361-1800
Dakota County ................... (952)891-7020
Hennepin County ............... (612)348-8100
Ramsey County .................. (651)773-4466
Scott County .........ccceeneene. (952)496-8177
Washington County ........... (651)430-6655

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Toll free ..o, (800) 657-3864
Brainerd .........cccooiiieiinn. (218)828-2492
Detroit Lakes .........cccue.... (218)847-1519
Duluth ...ccoovveiiiiiiecee, (218)723-4660
Marshall.........cccooviriinnennne (507)537-7146
Rochester .......ccceevevennnnnee. (507)285-7343
St.Paul ...oceveiiie (651)297-2274
Willmar ........ccooevveinieine, (320)214-3786
Web Site ........ http://www.pca.state.mn.us
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Inspection log for:

(area)
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'1. Drums closed? 4. Storage time limits okay? 7. Cracks in floor? :
32. Drums labeled correctly? 5. Accumulation limits okay? 8. Outdoor: area secure?

13. Labels visible? complete? 6. Spills or leaks? 9. Outdoor: ignitables shaded?

Inspection
Date

Problems noted during
inspection:

Visual Inspection
by: (sign)

Corrective | Corrective Action: Corrective Action
Action Date by: (sign)




Inspection log for:

(area)

'1. Drums closed? 4. Storage time limits okay? 7. Cracks in floor? !

:2. Drums labeled correctly? 5. Accumulation limits okay?8. Outdoor: area secure? :

13. Labels visible? complete? 6. Spills or leaks? 9. Outdoor: ignitables shaded?s

Inspection
Date

Problems noted during
inspection:

Visual Inspection
by: (sign)

Corrective | Corrective Action: Corrective Action
Action Date by: (sign)




