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Background 
The Special Waste Pilot Project was 
implemented by the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency in September, 1993, to 
manage certain wastes that were 
generated by many companies.  The 
wastes, although often hazardous, did 
not pose harm to human health or the 
environment provided they were 
managed correctly.   

To facilitate and ensure proper 
management, the Special Waste Pilot 
Project (Project) offered reduced record-
keeping and reporting requirements.  
The Project was intended as an interim 
measure until federal Universal Waste 
Rules were promulgated. 

The Environmental Protection Agency 
has promulgated Universal Waste Rules; 
Minnesota is in the process of formally 
adopting them.  Until they are adopted in 
Minnesota, this program management 
decision allows the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency to regulate as if the 
Universal Waste Rules were already 
adopted in Minnesota. 

Mercury-containing Devices 
Mercury-containing devices, such as 
thermometers, barometers, etc., were 
regulated under the Project, but have not 
yet been addressed by the federal 
Universal Waste Rules. This decision 
also allows the Minnesota Pollution 
Control Agency to currently manage 
these devices under the Universal Waste 
Rules until the time the Environmental 
Protection Agency finalizes its proposal 
to add them to the list of universal 
wastes. Minnesota Pollution Control 
Agency staff believes that, in the case of 
mercury-containing devices, it is 
reasonable to continue to manage them 
outside of full RCRA regulation and, by 
policy, allow them to be regulated the 
same as other universal wastes. 
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