
Increasing EPP in 
Winona



Get everyone on 
board

Choose 3 priority 
products

Gather baseline 
purchasing data

Identify, procure & 
test alternatives

The initial plan

Continue 
to buy 
green



Get everyone on board
•

 
County board approval

•
 

Consent from department heads

•
 

Meet with department heads and/or 
designated staff



Choose three priority products

•
 

Predominantly office supplies!

•
 

Fortunately, Maintenance and Highway 
procure products other than office supplies



Winona County Office Supplies

•
 

Working with Staples

Make green products accessible

Make green products affordable

Provide progress reports



Shopping 
Lists 

increase 
accessibility



“Recycled” 
products 

list

Deep 
discounted 

item



Staples Environmental Report

Doesn’t calculate benefits from remans

Environmental Defense 
Paper Calculator Results



Winona County Highway

•
 
Working with shop 
foreman

•
 
Identified 3 high 
use product areas:

1)
 

Brake Cleaner
2)

 
Penetrating Lubricant

3)
 

Janitorial Products



Brake Cleaner

•
 

Current product:
 

Penray
 

Non-Chlorinated 
Ultra Low VOC Brake Cleaner

-  : Aerosol containing organic solvents

+ : One of the “greener” alternatives on the market

•

 

Recommended alternative:
 

None



Penetrating Lubricant
•

 
Current product:

 
Sea Foam Deep Creep

-  : Petroleum-based product in aerosol 
form

+ : Multi-purpose, effective

•
 

Recommended alternative:
 

Renewable 
Lubricants Bio-penetrating Lubricant (BPL)



+ : Bio-based, non-flammable

-  : Cannot perform ALL tasks that Deep 
Creep performs

Available through Grainger through Western States Contracting Alliance (WSCA)



Janitorial Products
•

 
Current products:

 
Green Tree Snake, Green 

Tree Saniflush, Zep
 

Cherry Bomb

-
 

: highly corrosive (Snake/Saniflush); 
petroleum-based (Cherry Bomb)

+ : effective
•

 
Recommended alternatives:

 
Green Tree Alive, 

Earth’s Choice Restroom Cleaner, Zep
 

Shell 
Shock



+
 

:
Non-corrosive

Shell Shock

+
 

:
Non-

 petroleum 
based

+
 

:
Green Seal 

certified, non-
 corrosive

U.S. Communities

State contract

Current vendor 
(Northland Chemical)



Next Steps

•
 

Confirm green product pricing in Staples 
catalog Launch new catalog, purchase 
alternatives

•
 

Alternative product testing in Highway 
(ongoing) and Maintenance (tentative) 
departments

•
 

Evaluate product performance
•

 
Track purchases



EPP Resources



Covers 30+ product areas –

 

20 updated or new within the last year
Covers 30+ product areas –

 
20 new or updated within the last year

www.rethinkrecycling.com/government/eppg



Quarterly newsletter featuring EPP-related stories

To get yourself on the distribution list, send an email to: epp@pca.state.mn.us



For product research or program 
implementation assistance:

 
Johanna Kertesz

 johanna.kertesz@state.mn.us
 (651) 757-2489
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