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Stony 'Point, Lake Ida, Alexandria, Minn.




there were too many to stay in the
house.”

By that ime, the fishermen had
started to bring their families
along to vacation at resort. Bed-
man said the first women and
children came in the early 1900s.
Prices, at that time, were between
$1 and $1.50 per day, and meals
cost $0.50, In June of 1905, the
Bedman's guest register shows
that Senator Knute Nelson stayed
attheir resort.

Vacations in the '30s
Electricity wasn't a part of life at
the Bedman's resort until efter
World War II, but that didn’t
bother the Anderson family. Walt

. Anderson said that his parents

ltked to “rough it”’ a bit when they
vacationed. They didn't even stay
in the cabins on Lake Ida until the
late 1930s. Before then, they
would haul a tent in the back of
their family car and set up camp-
when they got here.

Even getting to the resort, at that
time, was a bit of an adventure,
Anderson explained. The drive
from their home in Elkhorn, lowa
took nearly 20 hours, with the
family leaving at daybreak and
not arriving at the resort until
after midnight. What made it
even more uncomfortable,
thcugh, were e miles and miles
of gravel roads they had to travel
to get here. ’

CYh oavcirt 07Tl weas on gravel,

miles in

- Ttreet, and

: cioo.reonsde that long

[ri;.  ‘nougn, every summer,

beczuse walt's {ather loved to

fish and his children loved to

swim, Anderson said that he re-

members his challenging his

younger brother and sister to see
who could swim the farthest.

“When the folks first got here,
all we could do was dog-paddle,”
Anderson said, “but after a while,
we set up two stakes about a
quarter mile from the shore. We'd
walk out on the sandbar until we
got to those stakes, and then we'd
swim back and forth between
them. We never got tired of that,"

Harry Bedman was quite a bit
younger than the Anderson kids.
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He was twa years old when they
first started coming, but he, too,
has memories of playing with
them on the ghore of Lake Ida.

“They used to bulld little boats
for us from pleces of wood and
rubber bands,” Bedman said.
“They would wind up the paddles
with the rubber bands and let
them go In the water. I was always
amazed by those things.”

Bedman alse remembers show-
ing up at the Anderson’s cabin In
the morning for breakfast. Mrs.
Anderson would be frying crepes

to serve with her homemade wild

gooseberry jJam. She’d always
make extra for Harry Bedman.

“In those days, we'd quite fre-
quently make our own jam on
vacation,” Anderson explained.
‘‘We kids would pick
chokecherries and gooseberries
and bring them back to mother.
Then she’d get out the sugar and
the water and mix it all up with a
wooden spoon in her big,
aluminum kettle.”

Anderson even remembers how
hie mother had to hurry a bit in
making her jam so that the
aluminum wouldn't give it an off-
taste. That was in the days before
stainless steel, he explained.

Plshing on Lake Idg

Anderson also has many

memories of fishing in those

“good old days.” Anderson was .

such a telented sportsman, Bed-
man sald, that the resort %~
him as a guide [or a few su.i.-
in the 1940s.

“I remember taking hirie
teenage girls fishing on ida ovne
time,”” Anderson said. “Their
folks wanted them to get some
fish, and we came back with 83

i

bluegills. That was fun, but Tve
often thought since then about
how glad I was that I didn't have
to clean them.”

One time, Anderson was asked
to help a vacationing minister
catch some fish. What he did to
help the man wasn'texactly legal,
he admits, but it worked.

“He was vacationing here from
Towa, and I taught him how to
cast, but he was one of -those
kinds who couldn’t catch
anything unless you hooked it on
the line for him,” Anderson said.
“So 1 did something Pve never
done before and will never do
again. I set up five lines for him

with five frogs on the ends. We
left it overnight, and when we

" returned the next morning, there
wasg a nice big black bass on the
end. I felt kind of guilty about it,
but oh, was he happy.”

While Anderson was fishing,
Harry Bedman remembers haul-
ingrie'rosene and ice. Until the
tate 1940s, he said, each of the
cabins had to have a fresh supply
of kerasene for the lamps and ice
for the icebox. Cooking and
heating were done, he added, inna
potbellied stove.

Carryingon the tradition
These days, Walt Anderson is

still fishing his favorite spot on
Lake Ida. Harry Bedman and his
family still run the resort. The
cabins have changed a lot, they
sald, but the people haven’t. Most
of the guests at the resort have
come for at least 25 summers
now, and many are children and

grandchildren who have carried
on the tradition.

“I guess we've all fallen in love
with this place,” Anderson ex-
plained. “It's a great fishing spot,
and there's 80 many memories
here. I plan to keep coming for as
long as 'm able.”
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Bedman’s Beach now.. The curreat owner of Bedman's Beach Resort is Harry Bedman Jr, shown here {on
right) here with longtime friend and guest at the resort, Walt Anderson of Bczeman, Montana. Staff photo by

Karan Risch

by Karen Risch
Staff Writer

Many families have wonderful
memories of summers In Min-
nesota, but few can clalm to have
visited the same resort every
summer for more than 60 years.

Many resorts are family-owned
and operated, but few can claim
more than 100 years of con-
tinuous operation by members of
the same family,

Bedman's Beach is probably one
of the oldest family-run resorta in
Minnesota, and Walt Anderson is
probably one of the few vaca-
tioners who can claim to have
vigited the same resort every

summer since 1932,

_ For the past 63 years, Anderson
has spent every summer at Bed-
man’'s Beach on Lake [da. For the
past 40 or 30, he's stayed In Cabin
NumberOne.

Qver the years, Anderson has
spent anywhere from two to four
weeks each summer at the resort.
In the beginning, he came with
his parents and his younger sister
and brother. In more recent years,
he's brought his wife, his four
children, thelr families, hie
uncles and aunts, and even hls In-
laws. He said that he fell in love
with the lake, but he's also grown
to love his "extended family™ at
the resort-~the Bedman family

and their long-time guests,

Early years on Lake Ida

The Bedmans also have a long
history on Lake Ida and in
Douglas County. One of the cur-
rent owners, Harry Bedman Jr., is
the great grandson of James and
Elizabeth Bedman, who
homesteaded in Douglas County
in 1867.

“They were some of the first
settlers in this arez” Bedinan
said. “They homesieaded here
with people like the Kinkeads, the

. Cowdrys and the Darlings. They

were among the first families
spend the winter here - :
The Bedmans oprned iiieir
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hoeme to vacationing tfishermen in
1880. Bedman said that those first
resorters were all men, many of
them single. Most came to the
area on the train, and his grand-
father, Charlie Bedman, would
drive to town in a horsedrawn
wagon to get themn.

A newspaper article from the St.
Paul Dispatch {year unknown)
describes Charlie Bedman's
wzgon as “roomy,” and the Bed-
aan's Tesort as a “commaodious
home on the south shore of Lake
lde '’

The writnr also went Into some
delail describing Charlie Bedman
hirasell stating that, “As a sport-
sran, he was a dead shot.” Ard

when he rowed his guests in a
boat on Lake [da, they were sure
to feel safe, “in tempest and in
calm.”

Guests at the reson, in those
early days, stayed In one of four
bedroomas in the second floor of
the Bedman's family home.
They'd eat all their meals in the
famlly dinlng room. Harry's
grandmother and great grand-
mother did alt of the cooking.

“They couted three meals 2 day
on a wood stove in our kilchen ™

;
f
|

Bedman explained. “They kept -

doing that until even afler ny
grandfather started 1w bulid the
log cabins for the guests because

e o
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3460 a day; 322 to $24 a week; special rutes s AT L b IR
by the month; children under 8 years of age, half i 'hl":*} - @s’tg '3':5"“"'-‘
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. Our resort is open from June Ist to.November
*1st, with spetial reductions in rates prevailing in
June, September and October. Guests will be met
at the trains at_Alexandria if notice is given. -
Guests coming by automobile should follow
Trunk Highway No. 8, 150 miles north of Minne-
apolis. v£-baard
Surf-board riding is real sport. Lot -
lmrt::lnity for it at L’iedmnn's Bc{-:ch. ols of op
n eighteen hole rolf course. the privi
of which are extended to Bedman Rench Eulct:!l;:ggz
within three miles of this reset. !
Hunting in this vicinity is also praod in season.

rate; boats, $1.25 a day; $4 a week. ’

BLACK FOX ]
RANCH

_In  connection )
[ s | BEDMAN'S BEACH
On Lake Ida

Black Fox ranch.
& MILES NORTHWEST
Black. They are o

All our foxes are
guaranteed to be

now for gale on ALEXANDRIA, MINNESOTA
easy terms. . In The Heart of The

100%: pure Siiver
10,000 Lakes
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We nlso have
Inke shore lots

for sale. Is the Ideal Place to Spend

Parties muak-
ing  reservation
must pay for
cottage from res-

Your Summer Vacation

ervation date. | Where Lake Cooled “Breezes and Home *

s , ‘ o

R ini or Bfl:lit(];l:l: | Comforts with No Care for the Morrow i

write ' Make Winter Come Too Soon. |

Mrs. C. J. C. Bedman, Proprietor e e
R. F. D. 3, Box 32, Alexandria, Minnesota . GOOD AUTO ROADS LEAD TO RESQRT

A POPULAR SUMMER RESORT

In a countly in the Heart of the Ten Thousand’
Lakes of Minnesola, in which there are over 200
lakes, l.ake Ida is the second in size und the super-
ior of almoest all the athers in ils natural beauty,
fishing advaniages, and purity of water. v B

) : - FINE ATHING BEACH

On this lake is leculed one of the oldest and FINE BATH

Lest kanown summer resorts of this section, Bed- A sundy botlem, and the pure and crystalline |

mnn's Moach, the only 1esort for the puhlic on Linke qualitiee of the water make hathing a pleasure
Lids, . ficyvond wards Lo describe.
a, an' 4] ror . . onefazyy H— . . L

d .”:,:.]{2‘:":: ?:(;lnﬁh “Tl'l T‘;;jl‘\lﬁ;':ﬁdg?s (‘e‘rvul'e‘{lmnd ficdman’s Beach offers for the aceannuadation

s-'-uut \\.'llo have in l'tkue 1da found alf th::: cc:‘u'id of its wuests a central d'}"“ng ';i'm“' 'q.lc"p:j"g c9lll:|

. : - g sLer q ches, equippe wi

Le desired with regard to gameness of fish, and :'_'llaﬁ":.i(.“liiijg“:l];,iéu‘,(,‘luol:f”hi,,:,i czokint:.l gelr capaci-

their variely, and along with this first-class accom- s 1('-.;_(“;{5 4 E
) madations, Moas ol v . r A
| I i ; : . We alzo have a vunmber of collages farmsne
: .ake Ida is ungurpassed in the county 5 ; T col incleding i O
! fishing, there 'I.:::in" fn'jlntl in it in :nhund‘:?\«-(- oll-\rl}o fur light honsekeeping, including ice, «ne _'01‘(‘
{ and small mouth bass, creujpies sanfish, pickerel - Leat and Ledding, at the rate of 320 to 535 2 wecr.
! .r:]uw.;(-‘all(’n(re and ('a‘t. 'ﬁqh HTETES *her reh Lilver anmd linen are nat furnished with the above,
) T o however.

The lake is ahout six miles long, and varies in
width from one to three miles. The =hore line al-
must all the way round is well timbered, and its
trees of birch, olm, onk, maple and bhasswood, are
teuly inviting in the heat of mid-semmer. No lake
in Chix section of the state bas a prettier shore
line than Lake fda. In some spolz the shores arve
strewn with pelibles, and small sub-angular bould-
frs.
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This Is how the proposed Cozy Nook development on East Lak

the developers.

o 27

e lda will I'ook_when compleled, according to

aram
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New development underway on Lake Ida

A new waterfront communily is now
under construction on East Lake Ida
near Alexandria. The wooded site
fronting on 900 feet of shoreline will
accommodate 40 new detached

wg-lar21-0123 . -

single family townhomes designed for
year round or seasonal use.
The developer's (Ida, Inc.) plans

call for a waterfront clubhouse, boat-
s lips, beach area, and a 'Grand Tot-
Lot'. The on-site model is expected to
be compleled by mid-July.

This prolessionally planned com-
munity ollers three model designs

with prices ranging from the mid $50s
to the mid $80s.

Ida, Inc. is headed by Leland Lynch
of the Carmichael-Lynch Advertising
Agency in Minneapolis. Vacation
Propertles Network has been named
the exciusive marketing agenis for
the development and sales will begin
on-site July 2nd.





