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mories 
there w e 4  too many to stay in the 

By that time. the fishermen had 
started to bring their families 
along to vacation a t  resort. Bed- 
man said the first women and 
children came in the early 1800s. 
Prices, at  that time, were between 
$1 and $ 1.50 pet day, and meals 
cost $0.50. tn June of 1905. the 
Bedman's guest register shows 
that Senator Knute Nelson stayed 
at  their resort. 

Vacations in the '30s 
I Electricity wasn't a part of life at  

the Bedman's resort until after 
World War n. but that didn't 
bother the Anderson famlly. Walt 
Anderson said that his p a n t s  
llked to "rough it" a bit when they 
vacationed. They didn't even stay 
in the cabins on Lake Ida until the 
late 1930s. Before then, they 
would haul a tent in the back of 

! their family car and set up camp. 
; when they got here. 

Even getting to the resort, at that 
time, was a bil of an adventure, 
Andersqn explained. The drive 

ir home in Elkhorn, Iowa 
took nearly 20 hours, with the 
family leaving at daybreak and 
not arriving at the resort until 

I after midnight. What made it 
i e-ven more  uncomfor tab le .  

tr~oagil, were rile miles and miles i of gravel roads they had to travel 
I to get here. 

w a s  on gravel. 
., . .  miles in 

. ';:r~c:, and 
.. _ , . i 

. . . .  . .. . !.. :::-LIP that long 
, - - .  ... . ,  .,very summer. 
beii.use ;Gal:'s iather loved to 
fish and his children loved to 
swirn. Anderson said that he re- : members his challenging his 
younger brother and slster to see 
whocould swlm the farthest. 

"When the folks first got here. 
all we could do was dog-paddle," 
Anderson said. "but aftera while, 
we set up two stakes about a 
quarter mile from the shore. We'd 
walk out on the sandbar until we 
got to those stakes, and then we'd 
swlm back and forth between 
them. We never got tiredof that." 

Harry Bedman was quite a hit 
younger than the Anderson kids. 

He wan two yenrr old when they 
first ntarted coming. but he. too. 
has memories of playing with 
themon the shoreofhke  Ida. 

"They used to bulld little boats 
for us fmm leces of wood and 
rubber ban A' 8," Bedman said. 
"They would wind up the paddles 
with the ~ b b e r  bando and Let 
themgoin the water. I wasalways 
amazed by those things." 

Bedman also remembers show- 
ing up at the Andemon's cahln in 
the morning for breakfast. Mrs. 
Andermn would be fylng crepes 
to serve with her homemade wild 
gooseberry Jam. She'd always 
make extra for Harrg Bedman. 
"h~ those days. we'd quite fre- 

quently make our own Jam on 
vacation," Anderson explained. 
" W e  k l d o  w o u l d  p i c k  
chokecherries and nooseberries 
and bring them bscc to mother. 
Then she'd get out the sugar and 
the water a<d mlx it all up with a 
wooden s p o o n  i n  he r  big, 
alumlnum kettle!' 

~ n d e m o n  even remembers how 
his mother had to hurry a bit in 
making her Jam so tha t  the 
alumlnum wouldn't give it an off- 
taste.  hat was in the days before 
stainless steel, he explained. 

Plshlngon Lake Id. 
Anderson a l so  h a s  m a z y  

memories of fishlng in those 
"good old days." Anderson was 
such a talented sportsman. Wd. 
man sald, that the resort !I : . . .  

himasaguide Cora few stit;.::.  : 

i n  the 1940s. 
"I  remember taking i l i r c ; .  

teenage girls fishing on Ida one 
time." Anderson said. "Their 
folks wanted them to get some 
flsh. and we came back with 83 

bluegllls. That was fun, but Pve 
often thought since then about 
how glad 1 was that I didn't have 
to clean them." 

One tlme. Anderson was asked 
to help a vacatlonlng minlster 
catch some fish. What he did to 
help the man wasn'texactly legal. 
he admlts, but it worked. 

"He was vacationing here from 
Iowa, and r taught him how to 
cast, but he was one of those 
k l n d s  w h o  c o u l d n ' t  c a t c h  
anything unless you hooked it on 
the line for him." Anderson said. 
"SO r did camething I've never 
done before and will never do 
again. I set up Rve linen for him 

with five frogs on the ends. We . 
left it overnight, and when we 

' returned the next morning, there 
wan a nice big black bas8 on the 
end. I felt ldnd of guilty about it. 
butoh, was he happy." 

While Anderson was fishlng. 
Har Bedman remembers haul- 
mgTerosene and ice. Until the 1 '!ate 1940s. he said. each of the 
cabins had to have a iresh supply 
of kerosene for the lamps and ice 
for the icebox. Cooking and 
heattng were done, he added. in a 
potbellied stove 

1 
Carrglnpon the tradltlon 

These days. Walt Anderson is 

still fishlng his favorite spot on 
h k e  Ida. Hary Bedman and his 
family still run the resort. The 
cabins have changed a lot. they 
said,but the people haven't. Most 
of the uests a t  the resort have 
come or at  least 25 summers f 
now, and many are children and 

grandchildren who have carried 
on the tradition. 

"I guess we've all fallen in love 
wlth this place." Anderson ex- 
plalned. "It's a great fishlng spot, 
and there's so many memories 
here. 1 plan to keep coming for a s  
long as I'm able." 
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Resorter shares memories o i  si.r!nrnel k 

i 

. -. . 
-. .- -~ ~ 

Bedman's Beach now ... The current owner of Bedman's Beach Resort is Harv Bedman J r . .  shown here (on 
riohli here with lono-lirne friend and guest at the resort, Walt Anderson of aczeman, Montana. Stalf photo by 

byKmnRLttb 
Staff Writer 

Many families have wonderful 
memories of summers in Min- 
nesota, but few can claim to have 
vlstted the name renort every 
summer for more than 60 years. 

Many resorts are famllyowned 
and operated, but  few can clalm 
more than 100 years of con- 
hnuous operation by members of 
the name fsmlly. 

Bedman'sBeach is  roba ably one 
of the oldest f a m l l y - ~ n  reso& in 
Minnesota, and Walt Anderson is 

one of the few vaca- 
tioners who can clalm to have 
visited the same resort every 

summer slnce 1932. 
For the past 63 years. Anderson 

has spent every summer a t  Bed- 
man's k a c h  on Lake Ida. For the 
oast 40 or so. he's staved In Cabin c ~ ~ - 

~ u m b e r ~ n e :  
over the years, Andereon has 

spent anywhere from two to four 
weeks each summer a t  the resort. 
In the beginnlng, he came with 
his parentsand his younger sister 
and brother. m mote recent years. 
he's brought hls wife, hls four 
chi ldren,  the i r  famil ies ,  hlm 
uncles and aunts, and even his in. 
laws. He said that he fell in love 
with the lake, hut he's alsogrown 
to love his "extended family" a t  
the resort--the Bedman family 

home to vacationing fishermen in 
lE80. Wdman said that those first 
resorters were all men. many of 
then1 single. Most came to the 
area on the train, and  his grand- 
father. Charlie Bedman, would 
drive to town in a horsedrawn 
wagon to get them. 

A newspaper article from the St. 
Paul Dispatch (year unknown) 
descr ibes  Char l ie  Bedrnan's 
wegon a s  "roomy." and  the Bed- 
ni.8n.s rrsort as  a "commodious 
! ~ o n ~ t .  on i i ~ e  south shore of Iake 
!ric " 

'1i:e i ~n i r !  also went into some 
detail describing Charlie Bedman 
hlrnscll slating that. "As a sport- 
smsn.  he war a dead shot." A d  - ~ . ~ ~ 

and their long-time guests 

Early years on  take Ida 
The Bedmans a lm  have a long 

hlstory o n  Lake Ida and  in 
Douglas County. One of the cur- 
rent owners. Harry Bedman Jr., is 
the great grandson of James and 
Elizabeth B e d m a n ,  w h o  
homesteaded in Douglas County 
in 1867. 

T h e y  were sorrle 31 the first 
settlcrs in thts area." Wdrnar, 
said. "They homesrzaded here 
with people like the Kink?aus. !:,? 
Cowdrys and t l l ~  ih~ l ings .  ?!L:.~ 
were among the f i i i i  i i t l i i l i~s  t i7  

spend the winter !>err  " 
The Bedmans opc;rei'  ti^ 

.- .- - 
when he rowed his guests in a 
boat on Iake Ida, they were sure 
to feel safe. "in tempest and in 
calm." 

Guests at the resorl. in  hose 
early days. sta ed in one of four L bedrooma in t e second floor of 
the  Bedman's famlly home.  
They'd eat all their meals in the 
famlly dinlng room. Harry's 
grandmother and great grand- I 
motherdid allof thecooking. 1 

"They co;,:.ed three meals 2 day I 
on s wood slove in our kiicl~en," : 
Bedman explained "They kept 
doing that utitil eve:: s!~cr :cy 
grandfather started I': build the 
log cabins for the guests bccal~se - 

- ~ ~~~ 

wq-lar21-0123



.. 
Par.tirs msh-  

ing reservation 
nlust  pay f a  r 
rottape fl.om rrs-  
erra t ion date. 

I F o r  fu r the r  
-. i n f o r m a t i o n .  

- write 

Mrs. C. J. C. Bedrnan, Proprietor 
B.  F. D. 3. nor 32. .\le:tndria. Slinnesnla 

A I ' O I ~ L ' L A I C  S U ~ I N E R  ~ t e s o ~ t r  
' 

In a county in the l{eal.t of the  Ten Thousand 
1;thes of .\litlnrsoln, in \r*hirh there a r e  over 200 
I:thes. I.nke Ida i s  the  rerond in size tknd the  super -  
ior. of :tlalurt ;>I1 the  catllers in its na tu ra l  hcauty. 
f i c h i n ~  ;~dv;tnl:l;cs. :~ncl purity of writer. 

On this lithe is 1c~c:zted one of the  oldest and 
I,t.st hn,crn-n sulntner rc.-.c~t.ts of this section, Bed- 
I B ~ : D ~ ~ - Y  C~icch, the  only icrvl-1 for the  pt~hl ic  on Lnke 
...... 

Ilrdm;tn's ilc.:mh :cat. anxny rt.;tvs h a s  enterlnin- 
: r d  ri cnltc~rcn f rom "ll over the  Middle \Vest a n d  

s t  '%\.ho h a w  in i.;tlie I d s  found all  t h a t  could ..~ ~~~ ~ 

be desired , ~ i t h  ~-c~:,I.cI to gslmeness of fish, a n d  
choir \-ariet,r. rtncl n l , , n ~  \r.tth this fil-st-elnss neiom- 

I i.:the idn is  uns::t.p:~sscd in tlic r<8unt?' f a r  i t s  
: fi5hillf, t he lo  bcinp founrl in i t  in :~l~ond;anrc l n r ; : ~  
: .... A cmnll in,,cth 1t;lss. rl-;lirrries, smf i sh ,  pirker.cl. I ....- ... ~ ~~ 

musrn l l~~nye ,  :tnd cat fish. 

T h e  Inhe is sb,tul six njilcs long. and varies in 
\ ~ i d l h  fl.<,rn one to  three ~niles.  The sh01.c line a l -  
, ) I I I S ~  ail  t h e  w;ty ~ . ~ ~ ~ d  is well timlrl.rd. and i t s  
t rees  of birch, r im,  ,,;,h, ~n;lple :and hnss\vood, a r e  
truly invitiny in the  1ac:tt c,C mid-vt:nl~ncr. N o  l ake  
in Ihiz rc<t ion tilt yt;.tr h a s  a p~x.ll.ier s h o w  
I I ,  I : ,  I .  I , ,  ? ..,,, r ?;pc,ti l l l ~  4.1llll.cs are 
~ ~ l - r w n  wit11 pehl>lcs. ;arlrl cnrnll ruh-asgulnr b d d -  
PVS. 

.i O n  Lake Ida 
5 MLLES NORTl<\\'EST OF 

ALEXANDRIA. MINNESOTA 

1 n n e  1 i ~ a . t  o(T1,e 
lo.@.\\ Lake. 

Is the  Ideal Place to Spend 
Your Summer Vacation 

- .- ~ - ~p~ -~ ~~ 

1 Where Labe C o o l e d  CBree<rs ~rrd H o m e  

' 
Corrr/ortr wit11 y o  Care/or f l rc  3 l f o r r o w  

I -544al.e 1Vii1ter Corrre 7-00 S o o n .  
- . . . ~ ~ ~  ~- - ~~ . ~~ . .... . .  

G O O D  A U T O  R O A D S  LE.\D TO I<ESORT 

A ~ ; , n d y  buttom, 2nd t h c  purr and r?.?.stnllint. 
~lctalitivr of the  \~:tter innkc hall>inz a 1lle:isul.e 
b ~ r . . , ~ d  ~,ogds to  descr,l,e. 

-. 
\\-e lii,vr a ,,ut,,\,~.r or rot!nzrs fol-~oirhed 

: , I I , , ~  : i  , m e  row 
icr: ;,,:d I:,.,IzI!~P., the ra te  uf Y?O to  S3i a \verk. 
.<ilrr,. ;,",I li,tcn ;,re ncrt Itrrnrizhed \vith thc  aho\.e. 
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Thls is how the proposed Cozy Nook development on East Lake ida wl l l  lookwhen completed, according to 
the developers. 

New development underway on Lake Ida 
A new waterfront community is now single family townhomes designed for with prices ranging trom the mid $ 5 0 ~  

under construction on East Lake Ida year roundor seasonal use. to the mid $ 8 0 ~ .  
near Alexandria. The wooded site The developer's (Ida, I ~ c . )  plans ida, lnc, is headed by ~~l~~~ Lynch 
fronting on Ieet Of shoreline will call for a waterfront clubhouse, boat- of the Carmichael-Lynch Advertising 
accommodate 40 nesN detached slips. beach area, and a 'Grand Tot- Agency in Minneapolis. Vacation 

Lot'. The on-site model is expected to Properties Network has been named 
becompleled by midJuly. the exclusive marketing agents for 

Tnis professionally planned corn- the development and sales will begin 
:qunily ollers three model designs on-site July 2nd 
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