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MPCA Phosphorus (P) Strategy: NPDES permits '

Discharge to or affecting a lake or reservoir,
to Lake Superior Basin, or to or affecting
other waters as listed in Minn.R. Ch. 7065

no
(discharge to other surface water)

Consider whether:

]

yes P limit (monthly avg)
PMP recommended

Discharge to or measurable or cumulative impact on ORVW or TMDL reach where TP associated with low DO
or Discharge to or upstream of an area of concern with excess P through cumulative sources (determined by water quality

modeling or Basin or watershed planning)
or Discharge to Basin or watershed with a phosphorus protection strategy

yes

Consider whether:

new or expanded discharge
or a significant upgrade

yes no
Consider whether: Consider whether:
| above deminimus | | above deminimus |
yes no yes no
‘ ‘ Consider whether: ‘

P limit Five year monitoring Basin Goal and Five year monitoring
PMP PMP (A) required if Strategy in place PMP (A) required if
recommended  exceeds 4 mg/L ‘ exceeds 4 mg/L

yes no

PMP (B) required plus
P limit for next
upgrade or expansion

PMP (B) required
no limit

no

Consider whether:

| above deminimus |

yes no

PMP (B) Five year monitoring
required PMP (A) required if
no limit exceeds 4 mg/L

Footnote to decision tree:

" For water quality segments that are impaired or threatened for
phosphorus or phosphorus related conditions as listed on the
303(d) list, the MPCA shall use its authority to limit point source
discharges, including existing discharges, by including phosphorus
limits where appropriate in NPDES permits as part of a TMDL
allocation of point and/or nonpoint discharges. This consideration
is also included as a part of the permitting checklist.

Acronyms: ORVW = Outstanding Resource Value Water P = Phosphorus

TMDL = Total Maximum Daily Load

TP = Total Phosphorus DO = Dissolved Oxygen = PMP = Phosphorus Management Plan (A),(B) = permit language



